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A manuscript cancellation from the post office in Paddleford, Ontario County. While the 

year wasnôt included in this manuscript cancellation, the enclosed letter is dated March 8, 

1882. The letter size 7 centimeters by 13 centimeters.  The addressee lived in Shortsville, just 

a few miles east of Paddlefordôs, on the same railroad line. 

Padelford Revisited  
By Preston E. Pierce 

 

     I was amazed when I received a recent issue of Excel-

sior! Included was an interesting article about an obscure 

railroad station and post office by the name of Paddleford 

(or sometimes, Padelfordôs or Padelfords). The author did 

a great job explaining why the spelling of the office name 

was adjusted three times, so I wonôt go into that.  

 

     However, I thought Excelsior! readers might be in-

trigued by a little more information about the Paddlefordôs 

station and post office.  

 

     It stood (the station and post office were one building) 

about five miles from my home in Ontario County, which 

is in the Finger Lakes region about 22 miles southeast of 

Rochester.  

 

     From the time I was growing up and starting to collect 

stamps and be a rail fan, I  have been fascinated by it. 
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Image of Padelfordôs Station and Post Office from the 1876 

History of Ontario County. Harvey Padelfordôs house and 

farm is visible in the distance on the right side of the image.  
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April 19 

Albany Spring Stamp Show, Fort Or-

ange Stamp Club, American Legion Hall, 

Joseph E. Zaloga Post 1520, 4 Everett 

Road Extension, Albany. Contact:  

Michael Krug. Email: majkstamps@ 

gmail.com. Web: www.fortorange  

stampclub.org/. 
Philatelic Open House ï Stamp and 

Coin Show, Western Monroe Philatelic 

Society, Brockport Elks Lodge, 4400 

Sweden Walker Road, Brockport. Con-

tact: David Bombard. Email: dbom-

barl@rochester.rr.com. Website:  

westernmonroephilatelicsocie-

ty.blogspot.com/. 

K2 Lancaster Stamp Show, Farm & 

SHOWS AND BOURSES Home Center, 1383 Arcadia Road, Lan-

caster. Contact: Kevin Kellman. Email: 

k2stamps@gmail.com. Website:  

https://k2stamps.wixsite.com/

k2collectiblestamps. 
May 23-30 

Boston 2026 World Expo, Boston Con-

vention & Exposition Center, Boston.   

Contact: Executive Director Mark But-

terline. Email: markbutterline@ 

Boston2026.org. Website: http:// 

www.boston2026.org. 
June 14 

Syracuse Stamp Show, Holiday Inn 

and Suites, 400 Seventh North St. 

(Thruway Exit 36), Liverpool. 10 a.m. -

4:30 p.m. Contact: Dave Houseman. 

Phone: 315-437-4901. 

Website: https://syracusestampclub.org/

syracuse-stamp-show/. 
June 20-21 

SCOPEX 2026, Mount Nittany Philatelic 

Society, American Philatelic Center, 100 

Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA.  

Contact: dheller5720@yahoo.com. 
July 11 

Big Flats Stamp & Coin Show, Big Flats 

Coin Club, American Legion Post, 45 S. 

Olcott Road, Big Flats, NY. Contact: 

Wayne Nyre. Email: mrstamp-

man14891@yahoo.com. 

September 13 

Syracuse Stamp Show, Holiday Inn and 

Suites, 400 Seventh North St. (Thruway 

Exit 36), Liverpool. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Website: https://syracusestampclub.org/

syracuse-stamp-show/. 

mailto:lawrencelaliberte426@gmail.com
mailto:lawrencelaliberte426@gmail.com
mailto:geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com
mailto:dbombar1@rochester.rr.com
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mailto:k2stamps@gmail.com


 

!ǇǊƛƭ нлнс 9ȄŎŜƭǎƛƻǊΗ  о

Figure 1. In this 1856 print from George Hayward ï ñKings Bridge, N.Y. 

1856ò ï MacCombôs Mill and Spuyten Duyvil Creek are in the foreground, 

Spuyten Duyvil Hill is in the background, Marble Hill is on the left, a sliver 

of todayôs Bronx is on the right. (Courtesy Kingsbridge Historical Society.) 

Kings Bridge ð  

Paul Revere ð 

The British are 

Coming! 

[ƛǎǘŜƴΣ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ  

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ ǊƛŘŜ 

 ƻŦ tŀǳƭ wŜǾŜǊŜ 
 

By Thomas X. Casey 

 

     I was 10 years old and heard the 

opening of Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow poem, ñPaul Revereôs 

Ride.ò I thought Paul Revere pro-

claimed, ñThe British are Coming!ò 

Figure 2. A Westchester purple cancel from October 

5, 1889 on a cover sent to Sacred Heart Academy, 

aka Clason Point Military Academy, in the Bronx. 

Figure 3. The original Wakefield Post Of-

fice stood at the southeast corner of East 

239th Street and White Plains Road from 

November 5, 1928 to March 9, 1941.  

from Boston to Philadelphia. Reading at the library re-

vealed the midnight ride was only in Boston. Later I 

would find out that Paul Revere did ride through the 

Bronx. 

     In a way, my interest in this history led to this article 

and its many facets, including the Patriotic icon named, 

the creation and development of a postal station along 

Revereôs route and the various postal cancellations dis-

pensed along the way. So, saddle up, and letôs go for the 

ride. 

     The Kingôs Bridge was the only land route connect-

ing Westchester and New York counties, created by an 

act of the New York General Assembly (Figure 1).  

     In 1693, Johannes Verveelen received a royal grant 

to ferry passengers over Spuyten Duyvil Creek, con-

necting Manhattan with Westchester.  

     Frrederick Philipse, a local Dutch nobleman soon 

after, constructed the Kingôs Bridge and a fee was paya-

ble to the crown. Early maps show roads to 

ñWestchester,ò identifying the town of Westchester, 

located in what is now the Bronx. It was the county seat 

of Westchester County from 1683 to 1759.  

     The Westchester Post Office is located across from 

the old County Town Hall at 2619 Ponton Ave., in to-

dayôs Bronx.  

     The card shown (Figure 2) kicks off our review of 

the Westchester and Kings Bridge cancellations  found 
 KINGS BRIDGE, PAGE 4 
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Figure 5. A 

WPA Project 

mural at the 

Wakefield 

Station post 

office is titled 

ñWashington 

and the  

Battle of the 

Bronx.ò 

Figure 4. A post office first day cover commemorates 

the opening of Wakefield Post Office Station on 

March 10, 1941.  

Figure 6. A receipt from Paul Revere for a ride on May 28, 

1773 that took him through the Bronx. (Courtesy Massa-

chusettss Historical Society.) 

KINGS BRIDGE, FROM PAGE 3 

 

in this tale. I have created a chart of cancellations used and 

numbered them by type. The cancellation shown on this 

cover is type No. 1, but as the chart is not yet published I 

wonôt designate the types in this article. 
 

     The original Wakefield Post Office stood at the southeast 

corner of East 239th Street and White Plains Road from 

November 5, 1928 to March 9, 1941. ñWakefieldò was the 

former Westchester town name, that gave honor to the birth 

estate of George Washington (Figure 3). 

 

     A new Wakefield Post Office opened to great fanfare in 

1941 (Figure 4). 

 

     The 1941 Wakefield Station and the Bronx 1937 General 

Post Office were fortunate to be selected for the Works Pro-

gress Administration Art program. The GPO featured 13 art 

deco panels of workers titled ñResources of Americaò and 

Wakefield has one panel from 1942 titled ñWashington and 

the Battle of the Bronxò (Figure 5). The mural was painted 

by Irving A. Block and Abraham Lishinsky, according to 

the Living New Deal website. 

 

     In 1963, I lived at East 233rd Street near Bussing Ave-

nue and the Bronx Wakefield Station (10466) was my post 

office. I would discover that Bussing Avenue is also known 

as West Kingsbridge Road in Westchester County.  

 

     During Christmas 1968, I boxed and delivered mail at 

the Wakefield Station located at the corner of East 232nd 

Street and 4165 White Plains Road, Bronx.  

 

     In 1964, I visited Saint Paul's Church, in Mount Vernon, 

N.Y., formerly Eastchester, along the old Boston Post Road 

to Kingsbridge, just off Bussing Avenue.  

 

     A friend told me that President John Adamsô son was bur-

ied in the Saint Paulôs cemetery. Intrigued, I read all I could 

about the area and discovered that the son of President John 

Quincy Adams, George Washington Adams, was temporarily 

interred at St. Paulôs cemetery in 1829. It was by coincident 

that both John Adams and John Quincy Adams are connect-

ed to St. Paulôs Church, which is a National Historic Site. 

 

     When the New York Times did an article on buying a 

home in the Wakefield section of the Bronx, Lloyd Ultan 

Bronx Borough historian and friend was quoted, ñNothing 

historical happened in Wakefield.ò I replied to the article, 

ñPaul Revere traveled 12 times, coming and going through 

the Bronx during our fight for independence.ò 

 

     Revere departed from Boston for Philadelphia December 

17, 1773 with news of the Boston Tea Party and documents 

from the Committee of Correspondence sent by Sam Adams. 

 

     One other particular trip to Philadelphia was about British 

Intolerable Acts, closing the Boston Port. Revere returned to 

Boston and submitted a receipt of 3 pence per mile for David 

Wood reimbursement ñfor a journey and horse at Kingôs 

Bridge, New York, 234 miles.ò Fees usually included 5 shil-

lings per day for Revere (Figure 6).   

 

     I believe the 1774 color copy of the receipt, signed by 

David Wood at Kingsbridge, qualifies as ñpostal materialò 
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Figure 7. A 1789 survey of 

Eastchester by Christopher Colles 

(top) and another map shows Daniel 

Halseyôs inn, formerly known as 

John Cockôs Tavern. 

since it was carried in Revereôs cou-

rier bag to Boston.  

 

     Letôs look at some more New 

York history. 

 

     In 1789, George Washing-

ton appointed Osgood the 

first postmaster general under the 

new U.S. Constitution. The seat of 

the federal government at that time 

was New York City and the official 

residence of the president was at 1 

Figure 8. Assistant Postmaster General Charles Burrallôs letter of 

February 15, 1796, to Daniel Halsey. 

Cherry Street, which was the fami-

ly home of Samuel Osgood. 

 

     Osgood offered the mansion to 

Washington so that the president 

and his wife would have what was 

then considered the finest house in 

the city as their home. The resi-

dence thus became Americaôs first 

executive mansion. Coincidentally, 

Osgood led a company of Minute-

men at the Battle of Lexington and 

Concord. 

 

     On December 20, 1791 Post-

master General Samuel Osgood, 

appointed innkeeper Daniel Halsey 

as postmaster at Kingsbridge. 

 

     Halsey acquired Cockôs Tavern 

before 1789, which was at the 

northwest corner of todayôs West 

230th Street and Broadway in the 

Bronx.  

 

     In 1789, Christopher Colles 

published an 86-page ñSurvey of 

Roads of the United States of 

Americaò that identifies Halseyôs 

Inn was between the 14th and 15th 

mile markers along the Post Road 

to the Kings Bridge (Figure 7). 

 

      Earlier, during the July 9, 1776 

Independence destruction of the 

statue of George III, its head was 

removed and buried at Cockôs Tav-

ern. 

 

     It appears Halsey was not always 

attentive to his administrative duties, 

as per a letter from Assistant Post-

master General Charles Burall 

(Figure 8). Halsey held his position 

until April 1, 1796, when Kings-

bridge was re-established at another 

location November 25, 1797. 

 

The letter (with the exception of the 

approximate word noted in the sec-

ond sentence) reads: 

bƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΣ мтфпΦ 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ώǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΚ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘΚϐ  ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊπ

ƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ {ǳŎƘ ƎǊƻǎǎ ŘŜƭƛƴπ

ǉǳŜƴŎȅ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǧŜŘΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜπ

ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǝƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ aŀǎǘŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŘƛǎŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ YƛƴƎǎπ

ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ŀ ǎǳƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘŀƎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ς L ŀƳ {ƛǊΣ /Φ .Φ 

 

     The area for short periods of time 

has been referred to as Washing-

tonôs Bridge (1776), Kingsbridge 

(1791), Kingôs Bridge (1839), 

Kingôs Bridge Park (1861) and 

Kingsbridgeville (1870), with 

Dwight E. Webb as postmaster. 
KINGS BRIDGE, PAGE 6 
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Figure 9. A map shows the location of the Kingsbridge 

post office and rail depot in 1890. At right, postal workers 

stand outside the station, c. 1890. Photographs courtesy of 

ñRiverdale, Kingsbridge & Spuyten Duyvil.ò) 

Figure 10. A 1941 tax photo of 5233 Broadway, and a detail of one of the build-

ingôs top corners. 

KINGS BRIDGE, FROM PAGE 5 

 

     On February 5, 1872 the post office was renamed Kings-

bridge and located at the train depot. In 1874, New York 

City annexed the towns of Kingsbridge, West Farms, and 

Morrisania from Westchester County. In 1882, the local 

stations in the northwestò Bronxò were merged into Station 

ñS.ò In the 1890s, Station ñSò moved to the northside of 

West 230th Street (Figure 9). 

 

     In 1895, the eastern towns of Westchester County were 

added and completed annexation. In 1898, the Bronx be-

came a New York City borough. By June 17, 1895, the Har-

lem River Ship Canal completed a 400-foot-wide cut, sepa-

rating Marble Hill from Manhattan Island on the south and 

Spuyten Duyvil Creek at the north.  

     On January 1, 1914, the Bronx became the last county 

created in New York state and the postal stations were no 

longer part of New York state. In 1914, rock from the excava-

tion for Grand Central Terminal was used to fill Spuyten 

Duyvil Creek and bury the Kingôs Bridge.  

 

     As with the Kingsbridge post office in the early years, the 

station moved with new appointments, populations and politi-

cal changes. This included relocations to the other side of the 

Kingôs Bridge to the Marble Hill section of Manhattan.  

 

     From November 16, 1911 to December 31, 1924, the 

Kingsbridge station moved to a new two-story brick building 

on the westside of Broadway at 5233 Broadway, south of 

228th Street. Currently, the Carolina Baptist Church is estab-

lished there and still retains its 1911 13-star national emblem 

on the two upper corner facade elements. (Figure 10). 

 

     Another move to the Bronx took place January 1, 1925 to 

a new building in the Bronx at 5560 

Broadway and Verveelen Place. 

Verveelen Place was named to honor 

Johannes Verveelen, the grantee for the 

1693 Kingôs Bridge (Figure 11). The 

post office was active until September 

9, 1951. The building has been renovat-

ed to house a Ponce Bank branch. 

 

     Ground was broken on April 18, 

1951 at 5517 Broadway and 230th 

Street for construction of a new 13,540 

square foot Kingsbridge Station (Figure 

12). Trees from the time of Cockôs & 

Halsey Inn had to be removed at the 

new post office site. Dedication ceremo-

nies were held at 11 a.m. September 10. 

Officials spoke from a flag-draped 

speakersô stand on the sidewalk, be-

neath the elevated subway line.  
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Figure 11. A map of the Kingsbridge Post Office (January 

1, 1925 to 1951), at 5560 Broadway and Verveelen Place, 

Bronx. 

Figure 12.  A big 

crowd showed up 

for the dedication 

of the Kingsbridge 

post office on Sep-

tember 10, 1951 

(left).  A commem-

orative building 

plaque was donat-

ed by building 

owner Dr. Harold 

R. Cronin (1898-

1958), chief of sur-

gery at St. Eliza-

beth Hospital. 

Stationery and 

Kingsbridge Cancels 
 

     As a postal history collector, I am 

thankful for stamp collectors and 

dealers that saved the envelopes that 

their stamps came in. Postal cards are 

special because they provide infor-

mation that can help identify family 

or business facts. Research identified 

that cancels numbered 6, 7 and 8 were 

sent to stamp collector and dealers 

from dealers or collectors.  

 

     In 1892 Morris C. Berlepsch, 

Nathalie Avenue, Kingsbridge, held 

the position of exchange manager for 

the National Philatelical Society, New 

York. His buyer, R.A. Swanke, was a 

member of the Royal Dominion Phil-

atelic Association (Figure 13) 

 
KINGS BRIDGE, PAGE 8 

Figure 13. A registered mail cover sent July 27, 1900 from the Kings Bridge 

Branch of the New York post office by stamp dealer M.C. Berlespsch. The cov-

er is franked with a pair of 5-cent Ulysses S. Grant stamps of 1898 (Scott 281). 
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     A 1902 envelope was sent by Con-

stantin Witt, 74 Cornell Avenue, Yon-

kers, to Herr Otto Bickel, Berlin Ger-

many (Figure 14). Bickel (1862-1946) 

was the subject of many articles, open-

ing in 1892 the first stamp shop in Mu-

nich. His specialties were Albania, 

Iceland, Crete, Liechtenstein, Monaco, 

Montenegro and San Marino. In 1997, 

Bickel was honored on a 120th anni-

versary of the first San Marino Stamp.  

 

     Witt also sent an 1899 postal card 

offering stamps to Herr Lieutenant J. 

Maus, Baden-Baden Lichtenthal 

(Figure 15) In 1901, Maus lectured at 

the German Philatelic Congress on the 

topic of ñThe Post in China.ò  

 

     The collection of Wittôs stamps was 

stated to have a value of 3,500 pounds 

($780,000 U.S. today, according to an 

online currency converter!). Witt (1843

-1910) was a banker, stamp dealer and 

collector who was born in Germany 

and in 1874 emigrated to New York 

City.  

 

     The 1910-1940 census lists John R. 

Lockwood as a postman. In 1950, 

Lockwood was 78 years old and his 

wife, Sara, was 67. Mr. Lockwood sent 

a 1-cent Jefferson postal card on May 

Figure 14. A registered letter mailed April 15, 1902 to Germany from the Kings 

Bridge Branch. It was sent by Constantin Witt, of Yonkers, via a 5-cent em-

bossed Columbus envelope (Scott U350) of 1893 and a pair of 4-cent Pan-

American Exposition Electric Automobile stamps (Scott 296) of 1901. No, the 

stamps are not inverted; just stuck upside down. 

Figure 15. A 1-cent Jefferson postal card uprated with a 1-cent Franklin 

stamp to meet the postage rate to Germany. It was mailed June 10, 1899 from 

Kings Bridge and bears a Beehive cancellation. 

9, 1916 to James Morris, the superin-

tendent of the Madison Square Post 

Office to advise him that he was una-

ble to report for duty, due to illness.  

 

     Until 1913, the Madison Square 

Post Office was located in the Metro-

politan Life Insurance Company 

building at 1 Madison Avenue, then 

the tallest building in the world. The 

house at 3133 Sedgwick Avenue still 

stands in the Bronx, with a front door 

view of the Jerome Park Reservoir. 

(Figure 16) 

      Envelopes mailed from Kings-

bridge sometimes show ñSò and bar 

cancels such as those shown from 

1893 and 1929, respectively (Figure 

17). 

 

     On June 12, 1993, for the 300-year 

anniversary of Kingôs Bridge, a spe-

cial post office cancellation was ar-

ranged by the Kingsbridge Historical 

Society, which was founded in 1949 

(Figure 18). 

 

Resources 

ñMacomb's Mill at Kingsbridge: Early In-

dustry on the Spuyten Duyvil Creek,ò by 

Nick Dembowski, Nov. 11, 2011. Published 

by the Knightsbridge Historical Society, 

https://kingsbridgehistoricalsociety.org/

macombs-mill-at-kingsbridge/. 

Wakefield Station Post Office Mural ï 

Wakefield, Living New Deal, https://

livingnewdeal.org/sites/wakefield-branch-

post-office-mural-bronx-ny-2/. 

 ñRiverdale, Kingsbridge & Spuyten Duy-

vilò (1968), by the Rev. William A. Tieck, 

Riverdale Press. 

ñConstatin Witt,ò Numismatic Mall website, 

https://www.numismaticmall.com/

encyclopedic-dictionary-of-numismatic-

philatelic-biographies/witt-constantin. 

 

aƻǊŜ ŬƎǳǊŜǎΣ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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Figure 16. The front and back of a 1-cent postal card mailed May 9, 1916 from 

postal worker John Lockwood, of 3133 Sedgwick Ave., Kingsbridge, to James 

Morris, superintendent of Madison Square Station, New York. 

Figure 17. An envelope (top) mailed July 1, 1893, from Kingsbridge to Riverdale 

with a Beehive and ñStation Sò cancel. Also,  an envelope with a seven-line Kings 

Bridge cancellation from July 15, 1929. 

Figure 18. Above, a 29-cent pres-

tamped Country Geese envelope (Scott 

U624) with a special cancellation of 

June 12, 1993, for the 300-year anni-

versary of the Kingôs Bridge. The 

Kingsbridge Historical Society, found-

ed in 1949, arranged the cancellation. 
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Padelfordôs Station and post office are on the left.  The sta-

tion was opened in 1872 by the New York Central Rail 

Road.  The road is now County Road 8, also known as 

Padelford Road. (Image from the 1876 ñHistory of Ontario 

County.ò) 

A photo of the Padelford Station and post office taken by the 

author in 1964. It was still possible to accurately place the 

station site (center of the image). Today, the tracks are gone, 

the bushes and trees are grown, and the site is nearly impos-

sible to pinpoint. 

Location of Paddlefordôs station and post office area as it 

looked in 2024.  
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     The diminutive station was emblematic of the early his-

tory of regional railroading. The post office within it was 

emblematic of the thousands of rural post offices that pre-

dated rural free delivery and the only image I know about 

just begs for a modeler to bring it to life. 

 

     It has never been entirely clear why either the railroad 

station or the post office was established in the Paddle-

fordôs neighborhood.  

 

     As the 1876 image shows, there was no village, or even 

hamlet, located at the site. Within three miles there was 

another station on the same line at Mertensia. It also had a 

post office called West Farmington from 1828 to 1888; and 

Mertensia from 1888 to 1934.  

 

     Since the Auburn branch of the New York Central was-

nôt built there until 1844, the location of the original West 

Farmington post office is not known. However, there was a 

hamlet at Mertensia. 

 

     About five miles away to the north was a post office 

known as Farmington. It was located in another hamlet, lo-

cally known unofficially as ñPumpkin Hook.ò Established 

as New Salem post office in 1818, the name was changed to 

Farmington in 1820. It was discontinued in 1901.  

 

     There was yet another small post office established near-

by at Tuttle Station on the Lehigh Valley Railroad in 1894. 

It was largely a milk station on Lehigh Valleyôs main line. 

The post office at Tuttles lasted only until 1904.                                                                           

                                                                                  

     The Paddleford train station saw several passenger trains 

stop each day for many years. It also handled a fair amount 

of freight. Local histories, however, have always said that 

the main reason for Paddlefordôs station was to load wood 

for fuel on the locomotives. However, the Padelford station 

was not established until 1872, which would have been pret-

ty late in the era of wood-fired locomotives. This is all ac-

cording to an 1872 article in the Geneva Gazette. 

 

     To a large extent, the story of Padelfordôs post office 

reflected the life story of its one and only postmaster and 

namesake, Harvey Padelford. Despite the lack of a real set-

tlement around Padelfordôs station, the annual reunion of 

126th NY Volunteers was held ñin the groveò there in Au-

gust 1883, according to a report in the Penn Yan newspaper. 

 

     Normally, those early reunions of still-able veterans ï 

this was just 18 years after the end of the war ï were held in 

larger towns with fairgrounds, lakeshore hotels, and other 


