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Figure 2. A cover mailed in the mid-19th century from Clermont to a New York City firm in-

volved involved with printing and book publishing. 

Figure 1. Thomas 

Wolfe (Courtesy the 

National Archives). 

You Canõt Go Home Again 
     By George DeKornfeld 

 

     These words of wisdom were 

coined by American author 

Thomas Clayton Wolfe (Figure 

1), from the National Archives) 

and served as the title of his final 

novel, published posthumously in 

1940 by his editor, Edward 

Aswell, of the publishing house 

Harper & Brothers.  

     Wolfeôs novel is based upon 

the idea that the past is the past, it 

cannot be fully recaptured, nor 

can there be a return to previous circumstances, especial-

ly once significant changes have occurred. I would  

guess that most of us would lean toward agreeing with 

the adage from Wolfe (1900-1938). That said, I would 

also suspect that most of us would agree with another 

truism, to wit, that thereôs an exception to every rule. 

     When I lived in Ancramdale, I ate, drank, and 

breathed all things Columbia County. I collected as 

much postal history as I could get my hands on, wrote ar-

ticles about them, and even managed to put together an 

exhibit on the marcophily of the county seat, the city of 

Hudson.  

     And then I moved. I found myself in Hobart, another 

equally small, rural village, this one located in Delaware 

County and nestled comfortably within the Catskill Moun-

tains. Suddenly, there was new, fertile philatelic ground to 

explore, and I found myself now vacuuming up all things 

Delaware, my penchant for collecting Columbia County 

having been pretty much shelved by virtue of my new lo-

cation. I simply stopped looking. 

     So, returning to our original premise, can one really go 

home again? Well, as it pertains to postal history, weôre 

about to find out!  

     Within the matter of a single month, three philatelic 

troublemakers, err, philatelic friends, pointed me in the 

direction of covers that they had each come across, sup-

plying me with the information required should I deter-

mine that I couldnôt go on living without purchasing them. 

So, of course, I had to check them all out as it seemed the 

only polite and proper thing to do (ahem).  
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Lodge 32 F&AM, 2308 Burlington-Mt. 

Holly Road, Burlington. Contact: Ryan 

Terlecky. Email: rterlecky@hotmail.com 
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Figure 1. The obverse of a folded letter from Philadelphia to Cognac, France, 1839. 

Enjoying ­Adagio Tempo® at the Mizzen Top 

Figure 1. A cover dated 1916 mailed from the Mizzen Top Hotel on Quaker Hill in Pawling, New York, to Mrs. 
P.A. Brennan in Edgemere, Long Island. John B. McManus and W.J. Roberton are the proprietors. 

MġÀúíÀĀ -ĆÿēĆĚÙĖ síÙġĖĆ ː ·ĆĀ 

²íĚíġĚ uĥÀ÷ÙĖ Kíúú íĀ sÀĲúíĀç 

By Charles J. DiComo, PhD 
 

     Letôs take a trip to the Mizzen Top Hotel on Quak-

er Hill in Pawling, New York via the envelope shown  

(Figure 1), which I recently acquired for my Pawling 

and Dutchess County studies.  

     This envelope, imprinted with the hotelôs corner 

card in blue, was written by the famous Italian-born 

organist and composer, Pietro A. Yon (Figure 2).  

     The letter entered the mail stream on the morning 

of August 12, 1916 from the Quaker Hill Post Office, 

where a 2-cent Washington stamp was affixed to pay 

the domestic first class letter rate. 

     The envelope is addressed to Mrs. P.A. Brennan, 7 

Beach 42nd St. in Edgemere, L.I. (Long Island), and 

contains a two-page letter dated August 11, 1916 on 

hotel stationery. The letter (Figure 3, Page 4) was 

written by Pietro. He writes: 

 

aȅ 5ŜŀǊ aǊǎΦ .ǊŜƴƴŀƴΣ 
     L ŀƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŘŀƎƛƻ ǘŜƳǇƻ 
ώǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άǎƭƻǿ ǝƳŜέϐ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ tŀǿƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ L ƭƛƪŜ ŀǊŜΥ ƳŀƴƎƛŀǊŜΣ ōŜǊŜ 
ώǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άŜŀǝƴƎΣ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎέϐ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƭŦ όǘŜƴ 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƅƛǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎύΦ L Řƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǾŜǊȅ Figure 2. Musician Pietro A. Yon at the console of a 

Casavant Fr¯res organ, New York City in 1919. 

ǿŜƭƭ ōǳǘ L Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
ǊŜŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ-Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŦŜǿ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ōŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴπ
ƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗΗ CƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƻŎǘŀǾŜǎΚΗ L ŀƳ 
ŘŜŀŘ ŀƊŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΗ  
 
     aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ 
ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
ǿƻǊƪ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ς {ƛƎƴƻǊ όΗύ /ŀǎǘŀƴǝƴƻ
όΚύ ǎŜƴŘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ .ǊŜƴƴŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ L ǎŜƴŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ ƳŀƴȅΦ  
 
     !ǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ȅƻǳǊǎΣ 
      tƛŜǘǊƻ !Φ ¸ƻƴ 
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Figure 3. A two-page letter, on Mizzen Top Hotel station-
ery, written by Pietro A. Yon to Mrs. Brennan discussing 
his adagio tempo (or ñslow timeò) at the Hotel while mangi-
are, bere (eating, drinking), golf and 10 minutes of flirt in 
the evening. 

MIZZEN TOP, FROM PAGE 3 

 

     To my delight, this cover also contained a receipt for 

organ lessons, given by none other than Maestro Yon to 

Mrs. Brennan. It is dated July 1, 1916, and addressed at 

853 Carnegie Hall in New York (City) and is on Pietroôs 

personalized receipt. Mrs. Brennan must have enjoyed 

learning from the maestro, as she partook in eight piano 

and organ lessons from May 25 to June 20, 1916, for 

which Pietro was paid $24 (Figure 4). 

     Let us travel back to the Mizzen Top Hotel via early 

1900 picture postcards and what would have drawn 

Pietro, and many other visitors, to this bucolic southern 

Berkshires location on Quaker Hill (Figures 5 and 6).  

     The following excerpt from a 2019 newspaper article 

in the Poughkeepsie Journal details the hotelôs history, 

eventual closure and unfortunate demolition. 

Figure 4. A receipt for payment dated July 1, 1916 in the 

amount of $24, signed by Pietro A. Yon to Mrs. Brennan 

for eight piano and organ lessons. 

 

     Lƴ муулΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƛȊȊŜƴ-¢ƻǇ IƻǘŜƭ 
ŀǘƻǇ vǳŀƪŜǊ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ tŀǿƭƛƴƎΣ b¸Φ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ϧ Ŭπ
ƴŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ tŀǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎπ
ƳŜƴΣ !ƭōŜǊǘ WΦ !ƪƛƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ мупф ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǿƭƛƴƎ 
.ŀƴƪ ϧ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŀǊƭŜƳ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ IŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
ϷмллΣллл ŎƻǎǘΦ 
 
     !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ WΦ!Φ ²ƻƻŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ϧ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻŀǎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ IŀǊƭŜƳ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƘŀŘ ǇƻǊŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƛŘŜǎ 
ϧ ǎǘƻƻŘ мΣолл ŦŜŜǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎŜŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ τ ƻƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ Řŀȅǎ 
ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ [ŀƪŜ aŀƘƻǇŀŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ-
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘ ϧ ǿŀǎ нсл ƊΦ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ 
 
     Lǘ ƘŀŘ мпр ǊƻƻƳǎΣ мну ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ 
ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƛƭƭƛŀǊŘ ǊƻƻƳΣ ōƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊǎŜōŀŎƪ 
ǊƛŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ-ǎƛǘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ b¸/Φ 
 
     ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƘŀǊŘǿƻƻŘ ƅƻƻǊǎΣ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŬƴŜ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ ŎŀǊǇŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǿŀƭƴǳǘ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ 
ǎǘŀƎŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ муум ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōŜπ
ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƎŜǘŀǿŀȅǎΦ 
     IƻǘŜƭ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ 
мс ǊƻƻƳǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǘŜƭΣ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǧŀƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳπ
ƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊƅƻǿΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ пл ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
ǊƻƻƳǎ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴǘǎΦ 
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Figure 5. Postcards from 

the early 1900s depict the 

145-room Mizzen Top  

Hotel and some of the 

grounds, including tennis 

courts. Hotel construction 

began in 1880 and  it drew 

clients until early in the 

Great Depression, when it 

closed. The main building 

was demolished in 1932. 
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MIZZEN TOP, FROM PAGE 4 

 

     !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ 
ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛǘǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ WƻƘƴ .Φ 5ǳǘŎƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ 
ƻǿƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƭƻŘƎƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ς 5ǳǘŎƘŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ς 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ о ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ DǳŜǎǘǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǿƭƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴ 
ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ vǳŀƪŜǊ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǘŜƭ ōȅ ƘƻǊǎŜ ϧ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦ 
     ¢ƘŜ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ !ŘƳƛπ
Ǌŀƭ WƻƘƴ [ƻǊƛƳŜǊ ²ƻǊŘŜƴΣ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ 
ǎƘƛǇ aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ϧ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾŀƭ 
!ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƛƴ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΣ a5Φ IŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎ ƻƴ 
vǳŀƪŜǊ Iƛƭƭ ϧ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ hƭƛǾƛŀ ¢ƻũŜȅΣ ŘŀǳƎƘπ
ǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ tŀǿƭƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ²ƻǊŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ϧ ŀǇǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛǘ aƛȊȊŜƴ-¢ƻǇΣ ŀƊŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȊȊŜƴ ƳŀǎǘΦ 
 

     5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŬǊǎǘ-Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǧǊƛōǳǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ 
ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŬǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ƛǘǎ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛǘ ǇŜǊƳŀπ
ƴŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мфонΦ 
 
     I am always on the search for Pawling-related material 
and this postal history survivor and enclosures captures the 
essence of what drew visitors in the early 1900s to the 
comfort and amenities in Pawling, the same area where my 
Sicilian family and I enjoyed mangiare, bere and adagio 
tempo for more than a decade. 
 

Resources 
 

The 1919 photo of Pietro A. Yon at the console of Casavant 
Fr¯res organ, Op. 184 (1903) is credited to Underwood & Un-
derwood Studios, New York, New York. It is in the public do-
main at the following link: www.commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=2077808. 
 
ñPawling's Mizzen-Top Hotel Once Stood 1,300 Feet Above Sea 
Level,ò by Anthony P. Musso, special to Poughkeepsie Journal, 
January 19, 2019. 

Figure 6. Postcards 

from the early 1900s 

emanating from the 

Mizzen Top Hotel, 

note the Pawling 

Mountains,  

surrounding  

countryside and the 

hotelôs golf course. 

http://www.commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2077808
http://www.commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2077808
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A Question  

 Of Condition 

A mid-

1800s 

roughly 

opened cov-

er as it was 

purchased 

and a digi-

tally 

cropped 

version. 

Which 

might bet-

ter serve a 

collection or 

an exhibit? 

By Douglas Penwell 

 

     When purchasing a cover, some-

times condition is of secondary im-

portance. Perhaps a cancellation, 

letter content or advertising makes 

defects less critical. In these cases, 

there can be many such considera-

tions, the first of which is to wait for 

a better copy or purchase the item 

while waiting for a better example. 

As anyone who has collected for any 

length of time knows, a better exam-

ple may or may not have survived, 

or it might not turn up in a reasona-

ble amount of time. 

 

     One common defect is an uneven 

or rough edge resulting from an en-

velope being opened too hastily. The 

recipient may have been anxious for 

some news or just was impatient. A 

farmer in the field may have his mail 

brought to him with no means of 

cutting open the envelope handy. 

These items, evidence from the life-

time of other human beings, were 

not sent or saved for us.  

 

     Can you imagine someone read-

ing your mail? Would you take of-

fense? How long do you save let-

ters? Even in the case of letters 

saved by your family, did you tear 

the stamps off when you were a jun-

ior collector? Would your family 

member have let you read their 

mail? Probably not. Given that most 

stamp collectors want used stamps 

when starting out, younger people 

are usually not trusted with 

(intimate) letter contents. 

 

     The cover shown, with a manu-

script from sender and cancel from 

Glenmore, is franked with a 3-cent 

rose Washington stamp of 1861 

(Scott 65). Glenmore in Oneida 

County had a post office from 1851 

to 1926. It is addressed to another 

Oneida County resident, George 

Snell, of Waterville. The letter is 

not present, and the cover was 

opened roughly at right.  

     This item was purchased inex-

pensively on eBay. It is unknown 

whether the condition was a factor 

in the lack of competition. This 

writer at first considered reducing 

the cover ï basically, trimming it ï 

to ñimproveò the appearance. On 

second thought, that typical practice 

was not followed. The writing of 

this article was the primary reason. 

 

     Would you reduce this cover if 

it was ñdestinedò for your collec-

tion? Why or why not? Do you 

consider that a legitimate practice? 

What do you think when you see a 

cover like this? One thing to con-

sider is that the rough edge at right 

is not too bad for this particular 

example.  

     The conclusion is, once an ac-

tion like a reduction is done, it can-

not be undone. Think before you cut 

or act. Of course, gluing a stamp 

back on (or to prevent it from falling 

off) is something else entirely. An-

other good example is repairing 

small tears or returning a backflap to 

the location where it started. These 

can be thought of as ñlegitimateò ac-

tions (restoring an artifact back to the 

condition it originated in, or as close 

as possible). 

Postscript 
     During late 2024 and early 2025, 

a major holding of New York state 

stampless covers was sold on eBay. 

These were sold by a seller in New 

Hampshire, and the lots went to vari-

ous buyers. If you purchased some of 

these, please check the manuscript 

publications for new towns. It would 

also be helpful to check for earlier or 

later dates. Please forward this data 

(or that from other sources) to your 

manuscript checklist editor at this 

address: dougpenwell@Mail.com. 

mailto:dougpenwell@Mail.com


 

у  9ȄŎŜƭǎƛƻǊΗ  hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнр 

Figure 3. A view of 19th-century 

Broad Street, New York City. 

Figure 5. A close-

up of the 3-cent 

stamp (Scott 

11A) and pen 

cancel on the 

first cover shown 

in this article. 

Figure 4. An advertisement placed 

in the Hudson Bee, 1808. 

YOU CANôT, FROM PAGE 1 

 

     As you may have guessed, all 

three ended up finding a place both in 

my heart as well as in my unexpect-

edly rekindled Columbia County col-

lection. The first of these is quite hon-

estly not exactly earth-moving in its 

contributions to the study of postal 

history, so letôs consider it to be just 

the appetizer for our philatelic buffet.  

 

     Originating in the town of Cler-

mont, located in the southwest corner 

of the county, this cover was mailed 

to James Lee & Company on Broad 

Street in Manhattan (Figure 2). The 

only thing Googleôs AI was able to 

dredge up regarding this New York 

City business was: ñJames Lee and 

Company was a notable firm located 

on Broad Street in New York City 

during the 1850s. This company was 

involved in various business activi-

ties, contributing to the bustling com-

mercial scene of the time.ò Well, 

yawn, thank you very little Google 

AI! 

 

     In other ways, I was able to dig up 

that Lee & Co. was involved in book 

publishing, as well as serving as a 

general printing enterprise. To add a 

little seasoning to our appetizer, a 

photograph (Figure 3) brings us a 

period view of Broad Street that con-

firms AIôs contention that there 

was indeed some ñbustlingò go-

ing on there at the time.  

 

     As for the town of Clermont, 

its name was derived from the 

French for ñclear mountainò and 

was the title given to one of the 

huge properties owned by the 

¿ber-wealthy Livingston family 

of New York, an estate of 13,000 

acres divided from the Livingston 

Manor in 1728, eventually be-

coming the town itself.  

 

     Clermont marked the north-

ernmost incursion by British 

troops sailing up the Hudson Riv-

er during the American Revolu-

tion and was burned by them, 

along with the city of Kingston, 

during 1777. The town was also 

the port of registry for Fulton and 

Livingstonôs steamboat, original-

ly christened the North River and 

renamed Clermont (Figure 4). 

The Clermont Post Office was 

established in 1791 and was dis-

continued in 1957. 

 

     So, why this cover?  

     The unusual cancellation is 

what immediately caught my eye. 

Generally speaking, many collec-

tors shun the typical pen cancels 

found on stamps from this era, 

the vast majority of these being 

of the hurriedly scribbled ñXò 

variety often applied at post offic-

es that didnôt yet have access to 

any cancelling devices.  

 

     This appears to be the case here as 

the post office name also appears in 

manuscript (in their defense, some of 

these manuscript markings, especially 

those applied with a nice, broad italic 

tip, can be quite attractive and easily 

find their way into my collection). 

Here, the postmaster or a clerk actual-

ly took the time to pen an ornate, un-

derlined ñ3 ctsò for a cancel, with 

enough visual appeal to get my tail 

wagging (Figure 5). This pen cancel 

was applied onto a dull red 3-cent 

George Washington issue of 1851, 

Scott 11A, plated 84L2L. 

 

     Hopefully with our appetites now 

whetted, we move on to our entr®e 

(Figure 6). By comparison, this dish 

is considerably more complex than 

was our appetizer, this the result of 

the coming together of a handful of 

different ingredients, each adding its 

own essence to this cover making for 

a very tasty philatelic repast indeed! 

 

     Franked by a 3-cent rose George 

Washington issue of 1861, this cover 

began its journey in the city of Hud-

son, New York on January 24, 1867. 

(For you historians, Hudson, founded 

in 1783, was chartered as a city in 

1785, the first city chartered after the 

Declaration of Independence.) 

 

     The stamp is tied to the envelope 

by a couple of poorly struck target 

killers typical for this era, these being 

accompanied by a 29-millimeter dou-

ble-circle datestamp, part of a duplex 

device recorded as having been used 

by the Hudson Post Office between 

1863 and 1867. (See sidebar, next 

page.) 

 

     If one looks just to the right of the 


