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Figure 1. An unassuming looking letter? Hardly! Investigating the cover and contents
from 1797 shows an interesting postmark, postage paid for international travel, a busi-

ness proposition, privateers and a quasi-war ...

Wow!

U NASSUMING COVER - MANY TALES

By Tom Mazza

I am no longer certain why I purchased this clean, but
rather unassuming looking folded letter (Figure 1). It’s
probably because | have always enjoyed the New York
clamshell postmarks.

They were, if not the first, certainly among the first
fancy designed postmarks to be used in the United States.
The New York city post office introduced them in early
1798, replacing the “straight-line” postmarks presumably
made of loose type previously used.

The postmark is of the first type, with a raised dot be-
tween NEW and YORK. The American Stampless Cover
Catalog shows this style used between early 1798 and
early 1802.

These postmarks appear both in black and red, and
shades of brown and olive, with no apparent reason for

the use of different color
inks. As the impression is
not strong, | have provid-
ed an image from another
folded letter for compari-
son, to show the intricacy
of the postmark a bit bet-

Figure 2. A clearer example ter (Figure 2).

of a clamshell postmark.

But what else can be learned from the letter?
First, from the outside. The rate is a manuscript “Sh
14,” representing Ship 14.

The postal law in force at the time was the Act of Feb-
ruary 20, 1792, effective June 1, 1792, the first to set
rates in the national currency of the country, dollars and

UNASSUMING, PAGE 3
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Voting Unanimous
The recent voting for officers and
directors in the Empire State Postal
History Society ended with 26 ballots
and all four candidates being ap-
proved unanimously.
Positions filled by the voting were:

President — Charles J. DiComo,
PhD (25 yes)

Vice President — David Przepiora
(26 yes)

Director — Heather Sweeting (25
yes)

Director — Bob Bramwell (26 yes).
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Since mail touches al-

most every person, postal
history touches almost
every interest. — Jim
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A cover to a small community in the Finger Lakes region that carries a similar du-
plex Star cancellation applied on consecutive days.

A NEW STAR AND AN UNEXPECTED SPELLING

By Douglas Penwell

The post office at Padelfords, New York was es-
tablished in 1874. It is just a bit northwest of the vil-
lage of Canandaigua in the Finger Lakes region.

The initial spelling was “Paddlefords” — with a
double “d” and the “el” reversed as “le” — from which
no postmarks have been recorded to date. This
spelling was only in use for approximately three
weeks.

The official name was changed to Padlefords, and
finally on 1894 to Padelfords, to be in compliance
with the U.S. Board on Geographic Names. This
board also is the reason for changes from borough to
“boro,” “burgh” to “burg” and “Centre” to “Center.”

These revisions coincided with the discontinuance
of many offices due to Rural Free Delivery. The mail
from Padelfords was handled via RFD from Canan-
daigua.

The first (and only) postmaster from Padelfords
was Harvey Padelford. The cover shown was original-
ly sent in October 1883 from Albany. Please note the
spelling in the address, which is Padleford.

This is the first report of a star cancel from this
town, in this case being a Type 2. The town name in
the cancel is in accordance with the change that was
documented in 1894, but without the “S.”

If Harvey Padelford ordered this cancel, we may
draw the conclusion that he did so based on the actual
spelling of his last name.

In many cases, we do not know what spelling to
expect when we look for cancels from a particular
post office. Errors, local customs and other influences
can cause actual uses to vary in minor to major ways
from so-called “official” sources.

Please note that the Padelford cancel is used twice,
presumably once for receipt from Albany on October
31, and then for transit to Canandaigua on November
1. Based on the lines at the bottom of the circled star,
these cancels appear to have been duplex devices.

Another feature of this cover is the first month of
use of the 2-cent red brown issue of 1883 (Scott 210).
There are a number of first day covers (October 1)
from towns in New York state.

Wanted: vour knowledge, your interests, your articles. The Excelsior! needs all

types of submissions. Share your passion, even if it’s just about a single cover.
Contact the editor or president for details.

April 2024
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UNASSUMING, FROM PAGE 1
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cents. (Previously, rates were predominantly L _,)%,, y

stated in pennyweights and grains of silver,
used as a currency of account requiring con-
version into the currency of the colony where
paid, most often the destination.)

Fourteen cents was the sum of 4 cents for
the processing of mail incoming to the port by
ship, and 10 cents for the inland postage for
the 60 to 100 miles from New York to Phila-
delphia. There is docketing indicating the let-
ter was written December 30, 1797 and re-
ceived March 10. The date of the postmark is
March 9, making it a very early, if not the
earliest known use of the clamshell.

7

The addressee is a Mr. E. Dutilh. A check
with the New York Public Library located a
group of letters and accounts of Dutilh &
Wachsmuth.

The summary given states that Etienne
(Stephen) Dutilh (1751-1810) arrived in Phil-
adelphia in 1783 and did business as E. Dutilh
& Co. until 1810, except from 1790 to 1797
when he partnered with John Godfried
Wachsmuth and conducted the business as

Dutilh & Wachsmuth. He traded in commodities, includ-
ing sugar, cotton, coffee and other items from Haiti.
The letter itself is in French (Figure 3):

Jérémie le 30 Decembre 1797
Monsieur,

J’ai a m’excuser avec vous de n’avoir pas jusques a present
répondu a I’honneur de votre circulaire du 10 ao(t dernier que
neansmoins je n'avais pas perdu de vue. Croyés Monsieur qu’a

I'occasion je me prévaudray de I'offre honnéte que vous me

faites de vos services et que je me trouveray flatté lorsque

vous me fournirés I’occasion de vous étre utille.

J'ai I'honneur d’étre parfaitement , Monsieur votre trés hum-
ble et obt. serv.

Bd. Castaing.
Roughly translated, it says:
Jérémie, December 30, 1797
Sir,

I must apologize at not having until now responded to the offer
in your circular of the tenth of last August, that | have never-
theless kept in mind. Believe, sir, that | will take advantage of
the honest offer you made to me of your services, and that |

will be honored when you allow me to be useful to you.

| have the honor, to be perfectly, sir, your very humble and
obedient servant,

Bd. Castaing.
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Figure 3. A letter written at the end of the 18th century and sent from a
Bd. Castaing in Haiti to a businessman, Etienne Dutilh, in Philadelphia.

Without the offer as a guide, the acceptance is a bit
ambiguous. If I were to speculate for a moment, it appears
to me more likely that the Philadelphia merchant was
looking for an agent in that part of what is now Haiti, ra-
ther than making a general offer to buy goods on stated
terms.

In any case, after mulling it over for a few months, Mr.
Castaing took him up on the offer. Little is known about
Castaing, but a quick search showed an archive at the
George Smathers Library at the University of Florida in
Gainesville of legal papers from Jérémie, including a
lease of a house by a Bernard Castaing in 1791. In any
case, an interesting hint at the way remote merchants tried
to get a foothold in their supply markets.

The last part of this letter’s story came from looking
into how it got from there to here. It is not known how
much of the month between the date of the letter and sail-
ing was taken up by the transit.

The first part of the journey is uncertain, as the origin
town, Jérémie, and the departure port listed in the arrival
notice in New York, Aux Cayes, are on opposite coasts of
Haiti.

In any case, there was more than a month from writing
to ultimate sailing to get there. From Aux Cayes, howev-
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Looking for Chautauqua
Lake Postmark

By Bob Johnston

Chautauqua County is the western most county in
the state, and Chautauqua Lake sits pretty much right
in the center of it. My early collecting interests re-
volved around my hometown, Jamestown, which is at
the southernmost tip of the lake, and things related to
Chautauqua Lake.

When local postal history became of interest to me,
I was excited to learn about things like early pioneer
airmail aviator Albert J. Engel delivering mail by Cur-
tis Hydro-Aeroplane to points around the lake, and his
special handstamp on the six souvenir postcards he
delivered. I also learned of the Chautauqua Lake, post-
mark.

The post office was established as Cowings in 1874,
then changed to Chautauqua Lake in 1875, then finally

If not deliverod within 10 days, to be returned to

One of three examples of the Chautauqua, N.Y. post-
marks that the author has seen in other collections.
The owner dates it to June 11, 1878.

to Lakewood in 1880.

Over the years I have acquired some interesting
Chautauqua County covers, including examples of
the Engel airmails, and I have seen a few of the
Chautauqua Lake postmarks, but if anyone has an
example of the Chautauqua Lake postmark, or for
that matter, a Cowings, available for sale, please
contact me, Bob Johnston, park2@netsync.net.

: ARRIVED, DAYS
Ship Diana, White, Bourdeaux 41
Dolphin, Bartlett, Guadaloupe 20
2 s\_‘orrh Friendthip, Sculr, Naples 125
Brig bwallow) Stoddard, Aux-Cayes 135
Daphine, Savage, Jacguemel 24
Ennice, y St, Jugo de Cuba —
Sleop Polly, Nichols, St. I'homas's 17
The Ewillow failed incompany with the
fehr. Sunbury Packet, and parted with her at
Cape-May-—war boarded by two French pri-
vateers, one of which opened all her letrers,
and rammaged her fore and aft—"The priva-
teer's hold was filled with American feamen,
I irons. L

1'a

Figure 4. The report of the Swallow, which arrived in
Philadelphia after being boarded by French privateers.

er, it was carried by the brig Swallow, with Captain
Stoddard, which left the island February 3, and ar-
rived at New York on March 9 (Figure 4).

Along the way, the Swallow “was boarded by two
French privateers, one of which had all letters opened
and rummaged through the cargo.”

This part of the story involves a seldom explored
chapter of American history, a Quasi-War with
France. At the time, the also known as “The Unde-
clared War with France,” the “Pirate Wars,” and the
“Half War.” A full discussion of this is well beyond
the scope of this article.

France was, of course, our major ally during the
Revolution, supplying aid of all sorts under a treaty of
Alliance and Commerce of 1778.

After the Revolution, the rebuilding of our mercan-
tile economy became an uneven process.

The British Caribbean islands, previously quite
important to our trade, were not reopened for business
by the 1783 treaty of Paris ending the Revolution, and
required the Jay Treaty of 1794. The French, by this
time had had a revolution of their own, were engaged
in their own hostilities with Britain and thought trad-
ing with their enemy broke our deal with them.

The United States’ attempts to maintain neutrality
proved unsuccessful. Beginning in 1796, French pri-
vateers began seizing U.S. merchant ships trading
with Britain and its colonies. All this led the Adams
administration to engage in a series of diplomatic
events, the remobilization of the Navy and our first
international conflict after the revolution.

This Quasi-War with France was the first time the
U.S. Navy took part in operations in support of our
trade abroad. It lasted until September 30, 1800.

When all told, it’s not a bad story for an unassum-
ing folded letter: A probable earliest reported use of
the clamshell, an interesting peek at a market building
business plan for the post-Revolutionary economy and
a transit interruption in an international conflict.

You never know what might come up with a little

digging.

Excelsior!
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1869 Stamp Helps Tell Tale of Historic Institute

By William J. DeWitt

It is not a surprise that one of my first United
States stamps in my collection is the ultramarine Lo-
comotive from the 1869 pictorial series.

I say not a surprise since my career of 25 years
started with railroads before I taught for 20 years in
higher education. What was more of a surprise was to
find the stamp on an envelope from the Hudson River
Institute of Claverack in Columbia County.

First, let’s look at the stamp. The stamp was print-
ed by the National Bank Note Co. Its design is taken
from the $1 banknote of the North Western Bank, of
Warren, Pennsylvania.

Not surprisingly, the bank — which lasted only
from 1859 to 1862 — also received its banknotes from
the National Bank Note Co.

The Hudson River Institute, also known as the
Washington Seminary, was founded in 1777, led by
an effort by its minister, known as Domine John Ga-
briel Gebhard. Gebhard was my fourth great-
grandfather and the domine from 1776 to 1826 at the
Claverack Dutch Reformed Church.

The church’s main building was erected in 1779,
right in the middle of the Revolutionary War, accord-
ing to a 1909 historical novel by Elizabeth L. Gebhard
(1859-1924). Elizabeth was my mother’s aunt (my
great-aunt) and John Gabriel’s great-granddaughter.
The domine is my fourth great-grandfather.

The novel contains the image of Claverack College

The Locomotive stamp in the 1869 U.S. pictorial series,
Scott 114.

and Hudson River Institute; the outgrowth of the old
Washington seminary.

“On September 13, 1783,” wrote Elizabeth
Gebhard, who is quoted throughout the rest of this
article, “Domine Gebhard wrote his Excellency
George Washington a letter, setting forth his ideas in
regard to the new government about to be estab-
lished, along the line of towns to States, and States
to the Central Government, based on the government
of the Netherlands. This letter General Washington
acknowledged his usual courteous fashion ...”

At Claverack, “on the Livingston estate,

The $1 North Western banknote, and a closeup of the locomotive shown on the bill, from National Bank Note Co.

Excelsior!
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A cover franked
with a pair of 1869
Locomotive 3-cent
stamps. The 3-cent
stamp, engraved
by Christian Rost,
often paid the first-
class half-ounce
domestic rate. The
cover likely was
overweight, thus
had double the
normal first-class
postage.

were docks, and not far away
from the lower Van Rensselaer
Manor was Claverack Landing,
where, when the Hudson was
open, sloops came laden on their
outward trips with salted meat,
grain, peltries and lumber, and
returning, brought cargoes of
household necessities not procura-
ble nearer home.”

The parsonage was a regular
stopping point for John Jacob As-
tor, “a young German from Wal-
dorf in the Duchy of Baden, the

CLAVERACK COLLEGE AND HUDSON RIVER INSTITUTE

hometown of Domine Gebhard. Tiis OUtATOwEL o ths 610, Washinglon Hemitoary

2

An etching of Claverack College and Hudson River Institute found in
Astor became a wealthy busi- Elizabeth Gebhard’s book. Below, a view of from the Washington

O )
nessman, merchant, real estate Seminary’s earliest days.

mogul, and investor according to
his Wikipedia entry. He made his
fortune mainly in a fur trade mo-
nopoly and by investing in real
estate in or around New York
City. He was the first prominent
member of the Astor family and
the first multi-millionaire in the
United States. Elizabeth Gebhard
also wrote “The Life and Ventures
of the Original John Jacon As-
tor” (1915).

Another famous visitor was
Alexander Hamilton.

THE OLD CHURCH AND PARSONAGE AND
“Ministers’ salaries of those WASHINGTON SEMINARY
The view is taken from the rear of the old parsonage, and gives
Washington Seminary in its earliest days.

CLAVERACK, PAGE 8
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Stamp Shows of Note

(Courtesy American Philatelic Society)
Pennsylvania  May 4

NEPA Stamp & Collectable Show, St. Pe-
ter and Paul Church, Bernardine Hall, 13
Hudson Road, Plains.

Contact: Ward Wilcox

Email: wardw911@gmail.com

Ottawa, Ontario, Can. May 4-5
ORAPEX, Ottawa Philatelic Society, Ne-
pean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave.
Email: info@orapex.ca

Website: https://www.orapex.ca/
Ontario, Canada May 10-11
Hamilton Springpex 2024, Hamilton Stamp
Club, Bishop Ryan High School, 1824 Ry-
mal Road East, Hamilton, Ontario.
Website: https://hamiltonstampclub.ca/
New Jersey May 18

Burlington Masons Lodge Stamp Show,
Merchantville Stamp Club, Burlington
Lodge 32 F&AM, 2308 Burlington-Mt.
Holly Road, Burlington.

Contact: Ryan Terlecky

Email: rterlecky@hotmail.com

Web: www.merchantvillestampclub.org/
New Jersey June 15

Burlington Masons Lodge Stamp Show,
Merchantville Stamp Club, Burlington
Lodge 32 F&AM, 2308 Burlington-Mt.
Holly Road, Burlington.

Contact: Ryan Terlecky

Web: www.merchantvillestampclub.org/
Pennsylvania  June 16

K2 Lancaster Stamp Show, K2 Stamps,
Farm and Home Center, 1383 Arcadia
Road, Lancaster.

Contact: Kevin Kellman

Email: k2stamps@gmail.com

Website: https://k2stamps.wixsite.com/
k2collectiblestamps/schedule
Pennsylvania  June 22-23

SCOPEX 2024, Mount Nittany Philatelic
Society, American Philatelic Center, 100
Match Factory Place, Bellefonte.

Email: dheller5720@yahoo.com

New York July 13

Big Flats Stamp and Coin Show, Big Flats
Coin Club and Mr. Stampman, American
Legion Post, 45 S. Olcott Rd., Big Flats.
Contact: Wayne Nyre

Email: mrstampman14891@yahoo.com
New York August 24

August Stamp Fair 2024, Buffalo Stamp
Club, The Knights Events Center, 2735
Union Road, Cheektowaga.

Contact: Alan Davis

Email: ddavis504@roadrunner.com
Website: www.buffalostampclub.org

THE CLAVERACK CHURCH

The Reformed Dutch Claverack Church was dedicated November 8, 1767.
It still stands today to serve its denomination.

CLAVERACK, FROM PAGE 7

days were not large, and the salary
of the domine/minister of the
Claverack church never exceeded
100 to 150 pounds a year, but with
the aid of a small patrimony and
the assistance of a most capable
wife, Domine Gebhard was enabled
to give seven sons a classical and
professional education.”

The Claverack Church still
stands today. “The Hudson River
Institute, after many name changes,
closed in 1902. Over the years, it
had many prominent alumni includ-
ing Steven Crane, author of “The
Red Badge of Courage,” as well as
Martin Van Buren, the United
States’ eighth president.”

I am thrilled to tell the story that
links one of my favorite stamps
with this cover from a historic and
family institution.

The Author

The author had a long career
working for railroads, starting in
1966 by repairing freight cars for
the Chicago South Shore and South
Bend Railroad, followed by the
Penn Central Railroad and Burling-
ton Northern Railroad, where he

Excelsior!

worked for 23 years in operations,
strategic planning, marketing and
sales. He was president at Winona
Bridge Railway. DeWitt received
his doctorate at the University of
Tennessee (1995-2000) and went
on to teach and be administrator at
the University of Maryland, Maine
Merchant Marine Academy, and
the University of Denver.

Resources

“The Parsonage Between Two Man-
ors: Annals of Clover-Reach” (1909;
Third Edition 1925), by Elizabeth L.
Gebhard, The Hudson Press, Hudson,
NY.

Sales of banknotes from North West-
ern Bank, Heritage Auctions (https://
currency.ha.com/itm/obsoletes-by-
state/pennsylvania/warren-pa-north-
western-bank-1-2-5-1861-as-g2b-g4b-
g8a-fine-fine-pcgs-very-fine-30-total-3
-notes-/a/241621-86098.s).

“Pictorial Issues: 1869-1870, National
Postal Museum (https://postalmuseum.
si.edu/exhibition/about-us-stamps-
classic-period-1847-1893-national-
bank-note-company-1861-1872/
pictorial).

“Claverack College & Hudson River
Institute,” New York Heritage Digital
Collections (https://nyheritage.org/
collections/claverack-college-hudson-
river-institute).
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T i 2 _ 2  tic stampless
POSS G & g 2 Tz e i folded letter
: = - | sentin 1841
. from New
e . Orleans to
! France via
. New York
3 \ | City.
N ‘
Louisiana to France: A 6-week journey S
By Charles J. DiComo, PhD -4‘ ////ét////f //34//,@/// . e )
Here is the story behind a transatlantic stampless folded letter with K\J/ 275/74 /’Zﬂ 2
contents in French that passed through New York City harbor. A
The letter was written April 10, 1841 and was sent from Lorne & B 7 W
Frois, 21. C.Ihartres.St., Importers & Wholgsale Merchants, New Orle- % ///jj/;« Yoo 35
ans, Louisiana. It is addressed a business in Le Havre, France, a port 3

city in Normandy.

The folded lettersheet entered the mail at New Orleans,
where the clerk added a blue 30-millimeter circular postal
marking reading “NEW ORLEANS APR 10 La.”

There is a red, 21-by-4 millimeter “PAID” handstamp, a
“50” in pencil and a duplicate “50” in blue ink. This indicates a
prepayment for more than 400 miles at the inland rate of 25
cents applied for double-weight).

An etching of the commercial harbor at Le Havre, France. from
Joseph Morlent’s “Album of the trip to Le Havre and the Sur-
rounding Area” (1841).

April 2024 Excelsior!

The front
and back of
a transatlan-

The writer added in cursive “via N.
York” at lower left and “Packet of 24th
April” at top.

Once the letter was received at New
York City, the clerk applied a red “NEW-
YORK APL 20” circular datestamp (note
that “APL” stands for April instead of the
usual “APR”).

The letter was placed in a mail bag
and carried by the New York & Havre Line
sailing packet Rhone, with Captain Wotten
at the helm. The ship was scheduled to de-
part New York on April 24, but was de-
tained three days awaiting favorable weath-
er to sail, and departed on April 27. This
line also was known as the Union Line of
Havre Packets.

The transatlantic journey took about 21
days to Havre, where the French clerk add-
ed an orange-red double-circle, “OUTRE-
MER LE HAVRE 19 MAI 41” entry mark-
ing and black “2” (decimes), which was to
be paid by the recipient.

The folder lettersheet is addressed to
Messieurs Porteu-Albert, Marine Insurance
Co. in Havre.
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B en A Postal

Procedure

Franklin Innovator

By Robert Bramwell

Benjamin Franklin lived a life of many challenges
and important accomplishments. I intend this article to
draw on a particular accomplishment of Benjamin
Franklin when from 1737 to 1753 he became post-
master of Philadelphia in the Province of Pennsylva-
nia. His decision left a 100-year contribution to the
record of North American postal service.

The accomplishment?

Franklin invented what was then known as the List
of Letters Remaining. The digital existence of these
records is appreciated by postal historians as they
search the early newspapers just as I have done. But
we must go back in time for the narrative to gel.

When King Charles I of England, Scotland and
Ireland, opened his personal messenger service to the
commoners of his realm in 1635, messages were car-
ried by foot or horse to recipients, all of whom were
expected to pay the king’s expenses while nothing
was demanded from the senders.

This also was the origin of determining “postage”

~ = = V “ " - 7,;\»‘ = "‘( a N =
The historic B. Free Franklin Post Office in Philadelphia (Source: Nat

B. REE FRANKLIN, POSTMASTER

Hee

by the number of letter sheets and the distance car-
ried.

One hundred years later, we find young Benjamin
Franklin with a printer’s shop in Philadelphia, a suc-
cessful newspaper published as The Pennsylvania Ga-
zette. Franklin — who in 1775 became the nation’s
postmaster general — was first tasked with postal du-
ties in 1737.

Col. Alexander Spotswood was postmaster general
for British North America. Spotswood was at the end
of his rope with the poor financial performance of the
Philadelphia Post Office.

Knowing that the majority of newspaper publish-
ers find notable business benefits from accepting the
added task of running a post office, Spotswood asked
Franklin, then 31, to become postmaster at the Phila-
delphia Post Office. It could be lucrative as in those
times the postmaster was paid a portion of the postage
collected from recipients of incoming mail. Franklin
accepted the offer in September 1737.

Being a careful fellow, Benjamin absorbed the ex-

o Sm—
L

ional Parks Service). At

top, the Franklin Postmaster U.S. commemorative stamp of 2006 (Scott 4024).

Excelsior!

April 2024



LISTo LETTERS
Which have besn brought into the Pofi-
Office at Philadelphia, fince the 20th of
Septembe, 1737, and remain yet unre-
deem’d.

N"‘otckpcn. ftands for Pewnfyloania, ki, for Philadeiphin, o,
or

;:.:lu, cb. tor Chefter, lan. for Lancaficy, and co. for

4
Rev. Fuuncls Alifon, at Neso Joncon, pen,
.a:hn Adams, in Horpam Townfhip.
Villiam Abernethy, in Nortbrarpton, ba, ce.
Faith Artwood, pbi,
John Adams, bus. co.

. B.

Richard Bollans, Mate of the Amity, phi,
William Boutcher, Shipmaltes, pbi, e
John Buzgefs, phi.
Lewis Banficld, Commander of the Jenny Snow.
William Bunn, phi,
Richard Bourls, to the Care of John Emerfon, ph.
Robert Bigar to the Care of Matgaret Chambers,
Raberr Bawmner, of Salisbury, lan. co.
James Brown, Hutter, cb, co.
Po]lly glnnder, sl:; }Nillig:]n Mauxl':,clo%pping, near pki,

ohn lilynoh. wing with Jof oper, e 5
1I{obcrr Brown, Mmeg of Cagr. I{ichmmrd. L
Jofeph Brackensidge, in pen.

umes Baker in pbi.

tace Burfons, ditto,
William Baclow, ditto.

C.
Samuel Cotton, Efg: Cobanfre.
ames Car, Porter, pbi,
ol Gadwell, ac John Holland's, phs,
therdne Callen, 8 miles from pi,
w_m'CIeland. to the Care of the Rev, Mr. Tenant,
illiam Collins, to the Care of Francis Knowles.
John Conlm, to the Care of John Care, phi.
William Cox, Merchant, NorzheEaft.
Rev. Hugh Carlile, Newtoaon,

D.
William Dorathy, ditto. [tewo Leiters.]
Ifaac Donaldfon, at phi,
Ambrofe Davis, with Robert Miller, at Caln, ¢, co,
Eli Davis, at Novsthampton, buv, co.  [swo Letters,]
Elizabeth Derkinderen, at Mr, Petcr Baynrons, i,
Williamy Dabbs, with Mofes Coats, cb. o,
Roper Dyer av Leacozk. pen,
James Davis, at Memgermery Townthip.
bdarah Dearmon.

Z.
Witliam Ellis, Ropemuker, g5,
Daniel Elmer, at :a%:nj?y. 2
Mar& Eflik, in waterfiteer, phi.
Willfam Eme:fon, to the Cace of John Lowls, phi.
Robere Euftace, Blockmaker, pbi.
Johu Edwards, of Shiprown near phi,

Capt, James Finney, of the chaeming Molly, gbt

TcEcn'cIc Fitzpatrick: phi, N

William Flin, in Weft-Jesfey, Glusefler co.

Wg{lgag& Fullestan, Peguay, 10 the Care of Adam Boyd,
initter, i

David Foﬁ’er, Dennegal, lan. co.

David Faleoner, phi.

G.
=eeeeGarret, in-the-heaven, Skigpack-Road.
Perer Garcelon, phi
!{:me Gibbens, in /zfiosn,

obert Gregory, phi.
Acchibald Graham, hatmakee, phi,
Joanuz Gilbard, .at John Car;;l’s, phi.

William Fludfon, in Piftatacoay neac pli.
William Homes, neas pbi,

Patrick Flanlon, Merchr. fibi.

Thomas Harrup, an Englith Sawyer, #hi

Henick

Henrick Henocl, pbi.
Samucl Hall, marincr in Chefinut-fireat, phi,
Chiftel Hocls, dnifche Kledermaker, ror p57,
William Elesinton, in J72f-Ferfey.
Jomes Flughes, at Zfovater, “to the Care of Mr. Craghead.
Peter Aris_Horpgkinfon, poi.
John Bufley, Merch. phi. [two Zetters.]
Abraham Hayter, near Suklnpban Meating-Houfe,
ohn Harrifon, near phi.
Robert Husbands, ar Samuel Halls, Bricklayer, p%i.
ohn Halder, dircfted ro be defr at the poft-office, pbi.
}ofcph Houey, to the Care of John Crofs, jbi.

Llizabeth Jollins, to be left ar Widow Fifher's, pb.
Marchew Johulon, Dersy-tounfip.
William Johnfon, on board the Charming Melly.
Masy Ifdaill, living with Thomas Small, Guuimith, pbi,
ames Jobe, wirhuilexandet Moorc, phi.
jabn amifon, at Milfod, Le. co,
‘T'homas Jones, Abington, pbi. co. -
William Jones, Carpeneer, in Chavlefiown near Suylhill.
Jofeph_Johnfan, -direted to be left ar the poﬁ-uﬁ{;c, bhi
Hogh Jones, Tanner, Nowtb-1¥ales.
Johus Jackfon, Frontitrece, p&;.{
David Kennedy nudd]amcs Cockran, at Fog’s Mannor, fen.
Jes Kilpatsick, Oforava: M
James Leard, Taylor, for ThomasGray, ncarphi, [tewo Lelters]
ohn Lewis, Surgeon.
:{alm Lawrence near the Maiker, pia
Cornick Larkin, in Donnegall.
Michacl Leger, near pbi.
ohn Lefter, in fx, oo,
Thomas Lancafter, Curpenter, in phi.

Capt. Andrew Sym, pht,

His Higshmﬁ Prince Sthidit.

Danicl Sigaucncy, phi,

Andrew Scot, near ph7,

Peter Simpfon, at Ralph Petkenfon's, phis

Eleanor Storey, at Katey Davis's, pbi.

Jaracs Scores, ac Milford, & o,

William Sawyer, ar Mrs. Can‘)ﬁon‘:, §28

Henry Sloane or Elizabeth Wylie, to the Cire of Rev.
Mr. Tencnr,

Eleauor Sharples, Il'éi.

ohn Smikh, near Tho, Williams, “T'anner, North- 172525,
homas Smith, o the Carc of Mr. Fanies, pli,

George Spencer, Mercht. phi,

q.
ohw T'urncr, Carpenter, on board che Mary.
.J]hthur Tough, ﬂrJIP. =
Jotin ’I‘homa;,p}h‘.
Aun Topp, Walnut-Streed, pbi.
Richard “Tilly, Shoemaker, pbi. [tao Zetiers]
William Thomp(on, at &riel‘,;-HiII, phi.

John Vincenr, at Bybesvy, pen.
Jolin Valentine, Mercht. pii.
Ifaac Vanderpoole, in phi.

Richard Wood, phi. near Shaminey.

Jonathan Wright, Carpenter, per. 2o Letters.]
Richard Williams, pbi.

James Williams, o the Care of Fames Elder, pht.

ames Willisafon, pen.

ames Wil(on, Mercht, in America,
William Walter, to the Care of Capt. James Fofter, 7.
William Wighr, ar David Wilfon's Shamingy, tu. co.

Ay "

William Mitche}, to the Care of Mr, Andesfon, Donnegall,

mnes Mitchel, Donnegall,

ohn Miller, in Haphing, per.
é‘t;hn Mouer, phi,

illiam Milles, near Neswgavden, in b, co. *

Thomas Montgomery, phi.
Neal M'Neal, pibi.
Nenl M'Guigan, Taylor, p7i.
Jane M'Cn{y, penm,
"William M'senight, to the Carc of Samucel Recs, g
[ Jumes M'Duff; ditto. .

ohn M'Cord, in Offovara, iap. cn
Marcha M'Gaa, fen.
Hogh M’Caddan, Donnsgall.

ohn M'Ree, Jan. 0.

ohn M'Marery, near phi.

ames Hawtharn of Capa-Alay neas Eggharbar.
rs, Heir, Shopkeeper, pbi, %

ofeph DM’Lean, b co.
\'imam Miller, Neww-Garden, cb, co,

ames Madden, in Meston Laye.
Thomas Morrifh, 10 be left with Henry Pawling in Rew-

Providence, phi. t0,

Raberr Manwaring, ac Jofeph Large’s in Buckinglanr,
Mofes May, #bitestown, to the Care of Me. Baker.
Alexander Mears, Upper lJubﬁni'

Benjamin Pearfon, ar Dasky, pen,

Capt. Samuel Palous, phi.

Thomas Pape phi.
ames Pouge, near b
chu Pouliney, living with Henry Shepherd, pbi
lizabeth Porc, pon.

Captain Chacles Palmer, pkt.o

William Quen, to the CawiGcoxgc Walters, phi.

Willlam Readet, to be lefe ac Coruclius Empfon's, pki. Jo

1fasc Roberts, phl, [swo Letters, ]

Andrew Kopers, near phi.

Alexander Rickey, b, co.

Dick R, pi - .
ohn Rofs, s Maunor, p. o

Jnlm Rea, negg ‘Thouder Hifl, fer. 4

:}ohn Rickey.

S
George Siddal, on board the Carolina-Merchant.
Capt. Alexander Smith, phi.
erllam Safhloe, plv.

isting Queen Anne’s postal law. Noticing the manner
in which legal and financial responsibility was vest-
ed by Section 31 of the Queen’s 1710 law (See box,
next page) for each addressee of a letter arriving at a
post office, Franklin almost immediately developed
the idea of advertising in his newspaper the existence
of letters that had not been claimed (or rejected with-

that?

out opening) within a few months’ time.

October 2024
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Figure 1. The first-ever
published List of Letters
Remaining came off the
press on March 21, 1738
in The Pennsylvania Ga-
zette. Issue No. 484 of
the newspaper for the
week March 14 to March
21, 1738 required the
equivalent of one full
page to show the com-
plete List of Letters Re-
maining accumulated
from September 29, 1737
to the date this issue was
composed. The list con-
tained 168 addressee
names and a total of 175
unclaimed letters.

The design of what Benjamin Franklin identified
as the List of Letters Remaining at the Philadelphia
Post Office was both simple and complex. Why was

First, every letter bore an addressee’s name and
the place where that person was thought to live or
where a business would be found. Complexity sprang

LETTERS, PAGE 13
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LIST of LETTERS e N Fq;,
Wikioh bawe bes Biod ght into the @o/t’- ey Fayer, to the care of Th, Hoaton, Eveflanis, bste,zo,
: - Rbart Fas, Falls Townfhi '
Office at Philsdelpbis fince the 23t of | i Fypers Dby, wolies . o
March Iaft, and remain unredeem’d. Thomas Forkifon, French Creck.
¥ linm Byafer, Goldfmith, phs.
Note, a2 fiands for Pomfjieuaria, fiti. for Philadelpbia, bu.' ’ oh
g:‘ 3 ;A'h. <b. for Chefier, lan, for Laprafier, 200 2o, fo2 .t;;‘:bl-glo; Leenavd Gibhon, ax Greennoich, [iveo Jiotters §
e dAlary Gladimg.
A, Febn Ganrill, Sehool-mafter, eb, co,
Glemas Aederfer, to the Case gf Petrr Eiurs, 3hi. Timethy Greer, pii. .
: H.
Samuel Baggs, near Hateerfeld, ofest Fawley, fen. .
Flemas Brxn:fx'eln', in ,;m"f'?; Townthip. 'I?s:itbuln: Heely, Fokn M'Collows's, pen.  «
Genatkan Bretk, pli. Tromas Flodze, Fotpreflov, phi, .
) C %ﬁn Henderfen, at New-London, vear Hhiteelay Creek,
Rickard Cacvond, Iviglts-Town, mas Hally Blockley, pen.
dncresy Cosk, toshe Cue of Timssky Gress.
Fetn Carey, in Plarsfiead Townthip, %rfzpb Sobfon, phi,
anse] Callagbane, Dezser, péi, Hitame Fackfon, Meschaue, pbi,
Sobn Carter, Fokn Fobufon, near phi.
Aarem Clagten, dllens-"Town,
Daziel Clavk:, Ancosus Creek, Edward Kinfon, th. co.
D. Ciavles King, ara%lm Holliday's, neas Duck Creek,
Fofest Dacis, to the eare of Ién:r; Hayyesy eb. o1, , Depnis Keef, to the core of CIr:pt. Edaar,
Tromas Edwards, Efe; lanco, obu Eovelace, with b Wadee,in I,
ok Evaps, Nerth- I ales, ';::mml I.wi:,'az 'Sprl':?g::pfd. A S5 ey
l&m:n Enton, Clothier, pEi. ~ Fobn Langtry, Merchane, pbi, ~
B, | Bryan Leyly, to the cdré df Simon Hadlgy:
=Y. Capt, Edward Lightuod.
Aivabam Lee,
) M.
Queen’s 1710 Law Zgﬁua zgmﬁaﬂ, ¢b. oo,
. eorge ddeore, Marlborough, cb, cv,
Section XXXI William Jkn;é, Chr!j}inegc;cckt
Fehn Margan, Radnor,
. . . [l.
Whereas many Persons having received their Thontas Piles, Witer-Sivast, i,
Letters refuse to pay for the same or often run Henry Pamel, Wine-Caoper, ph,
in Debt for the Postage of their Letters, or hav- zhzm'" ;"”‘. B“fdw‘, ermantoy.
ing received some small Sum for the Port of F:n;‘r;‘: P:mx%:iﬁa;:l;‘ u:;)ﬁ:;m, *
Letters which Sums being very small in Partic- Simgel Powel, Byiftol Tc;wnlhip.
ulars are properly to be recovered in a sum- .
mary WaI}JI. perty Rolert Queale, phi, ¥
;:hfﬂrf{ R,gymf;f, l;lloiml-mlly. 5
. g n Bathumell, Buckinghans, ,
Be. it therefore enacted by the Authority afore- “Hazy Ryan, 1 3 1ka cﬁe of Juddy Fregerald.
said That all Sum and Sums of Money not Limothy Ryan, Metchant, phi.
exceeding Five Pounds that now is or shall be . . .
due from any Person or Persons for Letters or ;ﬂ@iﬁ:ﬁ'g’ﬁﬁgi{ﬁﬁ:}ﬂ.omcc_
Packets or any Letter or Packet to them deliv- illians Smith, Dino,
; _ Fobu Skerehley, ax Ridley, ch, co.
ered by any Deputy or Deputies of such Post e dm:m, oy : Eiatnes, Gfien,
master General or which now is or shall be due Fames Stewnrt, Mapletow, pen,
from any Person or Persons for the Port of Abrabam Seotty av Rochonr, In. co.
Letters or Packets to them delivered by any gﬁ;’gf”gf’&ﬁ?{?ﬁ m’“ phi.
Deputy or Agent of such Postmaster-General Sl Stack, P‘bf- e
not exceeding the said Value or which have — " it
been or shall be received for the Port of Letters sa;"z:; q"::,;";:;:":t FZ;::Z'C;::[Z s in Providence, pen.
not exceeding the same Value without answer- Themas Tilbury, o Hygh Evans's, Merlon,
ing or paying the Moneys so due and owing to Savab Taylor ta the Case of Jofeph Jiller, b, co,
the Receiver General of the said Revenues for 'Z;z,:fm?f%{agz;ag: c:: ﬁ::’l;?ai:g:;'es 'gcif{”;ﬂ‘ S
Her Majesties Use shall be recovered before ) w. i, i
Justices of the Peace in the same Manner and g:’;"; :’f%ﬂﬂ”:’:‘”ﬁ,ng;r ;:’ ;:’,c::‘%?;;"‘"r bo. 37 \liams.
under the same Rules as Small Tythes are by Chriftophes W’itt: Germantoun, -
the Laws of England to be recovered and such Hetvy 1Warey-phis
Debt or Sums of Money shgll be preferable in Robert Yetts, Nesstoam, b, co.
Payment by the Person owing the same or
from whose Estate the same is or shall be due Figure 2. Issue 491 of the Gazette for the week
before any Debt of any sort to any private Per- May 4 to May 11, 1738 covered 51 days of accu-
son whomsoever. mulation of unclaimed mail at the Philadelphia
Post Office. Seventy-seven letters remained.
Excelsior!
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F LISTof LETTERS
Which have been brought into the Pof-

Office ax Philadelphia, fince the 1 1th of May
paft, and remain unredeem’d.

Nite, pen, flands 5 Penufylvavia, ph. for Phi :
oy g ol

; A,
Walter Mdlams, Frankfosd,
Gant, Richard Anthony, phi.
Thomas Afh phi.
Edwad A:mcry, phi.
Nicholas Aftun, Abinpton,
Anne Arclubald, b

B.

Macthew Boucher, ch, co, 2 Letiers.
Daniel Boteman, a¢ Jonathon Fifhes's, phf,
Evan Bevan, Alerchanty phi,
James Biown, near Abtngion Meeting- FHonfe,
William Beale, Whiteland. townftip, ch. ca.
Thomas Blackley, Masiner, phi.
Chiiftopher Bun, by, co,
Parcick Bumn, Springfield Marmor.
Stephen Boyer, a# Perdomany, phi co,
James Boyer, o the Care of iﬁ:\‘m Sprogle.

. C
Andrew Camplell, sear phi,
John &mli,ynear}::i. 4
Samuel Cary, derckant, Wewtown, bu, eo,
William Cox, 10 the csve of Capt, Annis,
Frank Carver, o 3be cave of Jir, Greaten.
Lenry Craly, pln,
émmlmn Culue, Plumited ‘T'ownfhip,
wa;iﬁ:;lne c?m;qls, 2; Jofeph Kirkbrde’s,

m Campbel, Maviver, 10 3be cave of George .
Cathedin Ganioll, - e

-

Jobn Day, Busninhans, ch. co. 2 Leiferss
‘Thomas Dell, Ridley, ch co,
William Dwarryhoufe, phi.
William Dobbs, Charle own, ¢h. co,
Michael Deal, Springfield Ainmor,
Charles Dixon, a2 Jfr. Mather's, phi.

ehn Dean, aear ph,

afis Denmack, phi.

abere Davis, phi.
‘Thomas Downing, Willinglown.
Daniel Dawfon, ghi,
Johin Doogan, Shipwright. "

Paole Edwards, pen.
Ann Eyre, 1o the care of JMr. l'-.’g.:ury Dixon, phi.

Wiiliam Fillpot, Newtows, o, co,
John Flowes, o William R&binﬁm’s, pen,

;.Il.fhn Gleave, Springfield, ch, co.
homas Grifton, phi.

Mis. Be::g Grew, phi,

‘Thomas Green, pen,

John Galagher, phi.

Simon Hamton, ch. ca, 7 :

Benj. Hewir, Commander of the Threc Siffers. 2 Leifers,
‘Thomas Hutchinfon, a2 Luncelor Martin's, :
"Timethy Hanfow, !ffq; Kene Gounty,

John Haxe, in Waemintes, In]:.. &0u

Job Ingeaham, phi. 7

1]
Alexander Lang, a2 Newport, pen. &
David Lewellyn, Hurfoad, wear phi

Widow Leafity, neor Wilby Greek, pen.

iolm Lawsence, Hopewell ﬂ'mﬂk?. Cony-cut-chepy,
braham Lee, liohy with Henry Williamion, Regesalker.

Samucl Lilly, Gofhen, ch. co

Laudlady a? #be Dueen's-Head, in Lord-Stveet.

Rev, Jolin Lindtey, dfniffer, pest.

LETTERS, FROM PAGE 11

from the penmanship of the
sender and frequent lack of
knowledge as to the full name of
the recipient and the names of
cities, towns and villages in dis-
tant places.

The lack of coordination
among the emerging colonial
post offices meant that letters
originating from one colony
would easily be carried to the
largest, or only, post office in
another colony.

So, Postmaster Franklin had
the task of learning what he
could about the population of the
city of Philadelphia and also eve-
ry town, village and farm within
50 miles.

Given these challenges, let’s
look at the circumstances that he
faced.

In March 1738, Benjamin
counted 175 unclaimed letters
addressed to what appeared to
him as 168 different people at
locations he could recognize as
places close enough to Philadel-
phia to be within the distribution
of the Gazette. It was the first
attempt to show people that there
were letters at a local post office
and that a letter for them might
be sitting and they should come
check it out.

Fortunately, Franklin had set
type for newspapers since about
age 15 so he went at it with that

M. ;
iim.ham Wufhrove, Haverlord, e, ac.

:Ec:hu Morsifan, vexs ibe Dul's-Zead Alehenfe, per,

njsmin Mendinghall, Coucerd, clt. ca.
Sarah Mays, fo the care of Hugh Knighr,
Michael Mc'guire, a2 Joln Rennets,
Davicl Marfhall, DucksCreek.

Richard Newman, Norﬂmmpé;n, New- Jesfew.

Rew, M, Pugh, Apnquinimink..
Mastha Parler, Ducby.
John Parkery, Birmingham, cb. cc.

ohnt Pipon, Jerfey,
i{nfm Paﬂm;sg, Kej:mct, ch. co,

‘illiam Pererfon, Racoon Creck, Gloucefier Gty

Hunnah Pasking, phi o- Buuafivick,

Andrew Re oo, a2 Samuel G::;aw.-‘s, af the Center Me=ting-

Hege, wear phy,
Nie, Roth, Perulee.maker.

Willium Raobinfon, a Mount Pleafant, neay phi,

Dicholus Ridpely, Salem, Weit- Jerfey,
Gapr Jofeph Rickardfon, pl:i.s

William Sateesthwaite, Buelis c"nuuly.

!"finlm Smith, 1o 12 care of R.Srephens, Newtown, wear Glocel;

i pile of letters sort-
ed alphabetically
and made it read
as best he could.
Thus, the first-ever
published List of
Letters Remaining
came off the press
on March 21, 1738
as content of Issue
484 of The Penn-
sylvania Gazette,
as shown assem-
bled in Figure 1.

LETTERS, PAGE 14

efter Jockerman, @ Nishalas Sackerman®s, [ent County.
Charles Shepherd, a Gomelins Hooper's, phi.
Wiiliam Seymour, «2 John Taylo:'s, ‘Lhorubury.
Ralph Smith, phi,
‘Thomas Smith, Nottingham,

Thomas "T'aylor, Middlctown, ch co.

&hu Tantum, Norcingham '}Veﬂ-jetfey. -
atles Telford, fo e ief at Thomas Carrel’s, dafe,

'Enolm Tanner, at Macy Stockdale's, phi.

Robere Thamas, Moutgomery Townfip,

Willinm Wrighe, #0 #be care of Cliriftophes Eryani. 4

i[gaph Williams, Miller, Merion, &
sthew Wollington, to felf? with James Miller, N-Garden,

Phillip er Robest Wallis, N‘wjm iey. "

Willtaws Wilfon, fothreaveof Wilitam Todd, Whitemarfh,

Calchb Whedey, #o 2he Cave of Gapt. Brown

Thomas Willizns, Monmouth Comnty, New-Jerfey,
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Figure 3. Issue
No. 501 of the
Gazette for the
week July 13 to
July 20, 1738 cov-
ered 70 days of
accumulation of
unclaimed mail at
the Philadelphia
Post Office. There
were 102 letters
remained for 99
named recipients.
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ALtstof LETTERS inhe P24 Cfice m Thivd-firear, Phi-
Alu.n-x';h'a {not trtore advesrifed.
K

Forge Adsms, N, CafleCo. ]smes Knox, Pzach-Bar.

Jofeph Auey, Phil. Edward Kesr, Pal,
Joha Adame, dittan I
David Leefholts, &,
Edward Ball, ditte. Hezelenh Lopincat, dieez,
C.pr. Geerge Brigge, dizzs. Sarah Levingtiun, Pe:jues,
juhr) Bruwu, ditts,  James Love, Cefr, Cs.
$aniel Bennett, diteo, ‘Frivmass Line, P
Mofes Brinten, Lan, Co.
James Brice diriss John Melley, dites,
John Bailey, Halloni id. foties M'Fatiand,  Firbs bir,
) ¢ duhin Maxwel , Phiv,
Caleb Cewpland, fun. €Ci?, Murgsn Morgans, 61609,

Jobn Collins,

Gl € Walidon Marth,
Jshn Campbell,

Copper Mine, Nathanier Matthews,

John Collins, Lucte, Guflih Minihail, Witmirg,
Jeha Cuoper, Piat,
Sufannsh Copp, ditze,  John Nicholfun, Blsckley,
Wiliam Conquergood,  ditts, Lomnecer Nurthy,  Pmgiv,
D Asuiy Nedien, Feil,
_8arah Dedington, dists, HE
Duncan Urammond, W%, €, Al.mand De.con Psines, dins,
Thomas Lunning, 2, Bucks, James atkingon, ditis,
R
Sufannah F.dwal:;dn, ditts, Wililam Righ, ditto,
S
Richard Fefter, PEil Richard Smith, Aitto,
Jean Fortefcue, ditee Jubn Smich, ditto,
Mary Yinch, Lar, Uipes Saiter, dittos
] Auwxander Siater, dieta,
Peter Ganthony, Pil, Jotn Shaunon, aintG.

H stob Spicer, Cape Hay,
Rc:!-gr: Hinthelwoad, drees, :'juhn Scl.:pler, lﬁ’r.’mmi.
William Hazciton, 2,  diers, Thomas S.tgreaves,  Leeft, Co
My, Hanerwood, Derby, Richaid Sanderfun, ditte,
Edwaid Howell, % dvait, T

John Hughfon,} Bucks, Mr, Teoot, ditts
i w

Michael Jeffery, Pbil, George Webb, and Son,  PLJ,

John Jerman, Radnir. Y

William Jeflery, Wilming, Robert Young, 2, dites,

Figure 4. Issue No. 1324 of the Gazette dated May 9,
1754 covered and indeterminable number of days of
accumulation of unclaimed mail at the Philadelphia
Post Office, now relocated to Third Street. There were
68 letters remained for 65 named recipients.

LETTERS, FROM PAGE 13

Shown on these pages are some more Lists of Let-
ters Remaining.

Going back to how this all started, Deputy Post-
master General Alexander Spotswood knew he want-
ed a change at the Philadelphia Post Office in 1737,
he knew he wanted his friend, Benjamin Franklin,
who owned the influential Pennsylvania Gazette, to
improve post office profitability.

Franklin knew that incoming mail not being
picked up by an addressee was a waste (time spent
dealing with the letters; storage, etc.) and exposed
that person to forfeit unpaid postage in court under
British law.

Franklin knew the profit impact of advertisements
in his newspaper, so he decided to try attracting un-
claimed letters with every trick he could think of: ad-

14 Excelsior!

vertise the recipient’s name and address as given by the
writers on each piece, place the advertisement in promi-
nent locations in the newspaper, use eye-catching type
fonts and use a catchy title for the advertisement.

Seeing that many letters arriving at the post office in
Philadelphia contained not only the recipient’s name but
also instructions such as “to the care of John Richardson,”
“on board The Charming Molly,” or “living with Thomas
Small,” Franklin must have realized those who sent letters
also expected the colonial post to make deliveries, which
they did not.

So, this left Franklin with the dilemma: who could
claim these letters languishing on the post office’s
shelves?

Letters addressed to William Collins were to be
claimed and the postage paid by someone known to be the
intended William Collins.

Today, with postage visibly paid, is a different chal-
lenge to the postal system. In 1738 this was a real chal-
lenge. Without a driver’s license or a credit card, how did
people walk into the Philadelphia Post Office saying,
“Hello, I'm William Collins. I saw the List of Letters Re-
maining a week ago and you have a letter addressed to
me. How much is the postage? Where did it come from?”

Don't forget, the only address might be “Chester Co.”
But what if this letter addressed to William Collins is fur-
ther addressed “to the care of Francis Knowles,” end of
address, literally. Who should the letter be released to?

In a few other places, my text points to other un-
claimed letters that are more ridiculously under-
addressed, such as “James Wilson, Mercht. in America”
at almost the end of the first list.

“Why did it take more than a century to convince the
postmaster general of the United States to issue a simple
definition of how to address a letter?”

Franklin still owned the newspaper but had moved on
within the postal system. He and William Hunter served
as co-postmasters general from 1757 to 1774. In 1775,
Franklin became postmaster general.

I’m inclined to believe that he had instituted the sched-
ule for all post offices to publish their List of Letters Re-
maining during the first three weeks after calendar quar-
ter.

April 2024



COVER STORY

A Fast Train, a Photo and a First Day Cover

By Jeff Stage

I especially perk up when
Central New York is connected
to our hobby. This happened
earlier this year when the U.S.
Postal Service issued its stamps
honoring the Underground
Railroad. Among the 10 indi-
viduals shown is the Rev. Jer-
main Loguen, of Syracuse, who
was among the many local he-
roes who helped people fleeing
bondage to find freedom.

The very first Syracuse
stamp is a classic — the 2-cent
Fast Express stamp in the Pan-
American Exposition set of
1901, which were created to
help publicize the world’s fair
held in Buffalo.

The six stamps in the set
depict modes of modern trans-

Syracuse photographer A.P. Yates’ original print of Engine 999 under full
steam rests in the Library of Congress. The day Yates shot the photo, the en-
gine set a land speed record.

portation and all bear the inscrip-
tion “Commemorative  Series
1901,” making these the first U.S.
commemorative stamps of the
20th century.

The stamps, the first bicolored
set printed by the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, were issued
May 1 in conjunction with the
opening of the expo and sold on-
site almost through the expo’s en-
tire run. The expo drew 8 million
visitors by the time it closed on
November 2 and, sadly, became
known for the assassination of
President William McKinley who
was shot and killed while visiting
on September 6.

The 2-cent stamp is the most
common in the set as it covered
the basic first class domestic letter
rate at the time. The other stamps
are: l-cent Steamship, or Fast
Lake Navigation stamp, featuring
the City of Alpena (built 1880); 4-
cent Electric Automobile; 5-cent—
Honeymoon or Falls View Bridge
at Niagara Falls; 8-cent Sault
Sainte Marie Canal Locks; and 10-
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The stamp featuring A.P. Yates’
photo of Engine 999 and the Em-
pire Express is part of the Pan-
American Exposition set.

cent Fast Ocean Navigation, fea-
turing the steamship St. Paul.
What makes the 2-cent train stamp
specifically a Syracuse stamp, you
ask?

The Empire State Express
(1891-1967) was a named line of
first the Central & Hudson River
Railroad (soon the New York
Central Railroad; later Amtrak)
and ran primarily between New
York City and Buffalo.

From the outset, the Empire
State Express was known for mak-
ing fast times. In 1891, it averaged

Excelsior!

61.4 miles per hour in a run from
New York City to Buffalo.

On May 10, 1893, the railroad’s
publicity arm made sure everyone
knew the express was out to set a
new land speed record, thanks to
the railroad’s newest — and one of
the most powerful steam locomo-
tives of its time — Engine 999. The
engine was designed by William
Buchanan and manufactured by
the New York Central Railroad in
West Albany, New York, accord-
ing to the Museum of Science and
Industry of Chicago, which today
exhibits the locomotive.

The Empire Express, pulled by
Engine 999, on May 10, 1893 was
running westward from Syracuse
to Buffalo. On that run, the train
hit a record 112% miles per hour, a
record that stood for decades. Fol-
lowing its record-setting run, En-
gine 999, dubbed “The World’s
Fastest Locomotive,” toured the
country and was displayed at the
1893 World’s Columbian Exposi-

tion in Chicago. The locomotive
LOCOMOTIVE, PAGE 16
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LOCOMOTIVE, FROM PAGE 15

RETURN IN 100AYS T

c. W. BROWN & Co.,

from service in 1952.

Syracuse photographer A.P.
Yates was the official photogra-
pher of the NY Central Railroad.
He set up his tripod just west of
the city and photographed Engine
999 at the head of the Express.
It’s unknown if the train was at its
top speed when Yates snapped his
photo (probably not), but the lo-
comotive was at full steam.

His photo, on Page 15, rests
with the Library of Congress,
which notes the title as: “The fast-
est time on record Photo'd by A.P.
Yates, Syracuse, N.Y., May 10,
1893, when Engine 999 drawing
the Empire State Express train,

P O, BOX 183
w1
SYRACUSE, M. ¥,

first day of issue.

made the record of 112 ' miles an hour. ... photo-
graph shows a train running under full steam.”

The impressive shot of the country’s most famous,
modern and powerful locomotive became the perfect
subject for a stamp. At least that is what the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing thought when it placed Yates’
image on the 2-cent Pan-American pictorial stamp.
Syracuse’s first stamp was in the mail!

As the 2-cent stamp was the most used in the set
there is no trouble finding covers franked with the
stamp, which was sold by post offices for six months.
But I was thrilled recently when a dealer offered me
the cover shown on Page 16.

Why? It’s not all that pretty. It has a nasty, ragged
tear from the top left corner nearly to the bottom. And
it looks like there was some kind of an adhesive (a
price tag maybe?) above the cancellation.

But the factors that make it a beauty for me is that
the cover is a from a Syracuse business, franked with
a Syracuse stamp and postally canceled in Syracuse
on the stamp’s first day of sale — a near-perfect Syra-
cuse first day cover.

I have not learned much about Yates, though the
surname was once prominent in Syracuse.

An elaborate 24-room mansion on 49 acres built in
1852 in what is now the Syracuse University and hos-
pital district looked like a castle and was designed by
James Renwick Jr., chief architect of the original
Smithsonian Institution Castle. Alonzo C. Yates even-
tually bought the place, which became known as
Yates Castle until it was torn down in 1953.

Syracuse also was home to the 250-room Yates
Hotel, which opened in 1892 and was dubbed “the
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A true Syracuse first day cover. The envelope was sent from a city business,
is franked with the Fast Express train stamp and postmarked on the stamp’s

most elegant hotel outside Manhattan.” It was demol-
ished in 1971 and the site is home to a parking lot.

I don’t know if A.P. Yates was connected to either
structure.

I did learn that Yates was the official photographer
of the NY Central Railroad, according to the 1897
annual of The American Amateur Photographer (Vol.
IX) magazine, published by The Outing Co. of New
York, N.Y.

A very short paragraph in the magazine is devoted
to a quote from Yates in which he endorsed a product
from Bausch & Lomb Optical of Rochester: “I can not
speak too highly of your Bichromate of Potash Ray
Filter. It is not only a success but a photographic ne-
cessity. [ use it daily in my landscape work.”

Another magazine I found online — this one called
The Hub and devoted to all things automobiles — not-
ed in its July 1900 edition that members of the new
Syracuse Automobile Club first met in downtown Sy-
racuse on June 16, 1900 and “photographs were taken
by A.P. Yates, the New York Central photographer.”
Another train photo from Yates — this one of the 20th
Century Limited — appears on Wikipedia.

A detail of another train photo from A.P. Yates —
this one of the 20th Century Limited — appears on
Wikipedia. The entry notes that the photograph
appeared in a 1902 edition of Photographic Times.
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