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A Glimpse at Utica, 1866 

A cover sent from Utica just after the end of the Civil War in 1866 sent the author on a hunt to find out its back story.  

By Francis Ferguson 

 

     Research is kind of my thing when an interesting cover 

lands in my possession. Sometimes interesting infor-
mation comes to light ï and sometimes very little can be 

gleaned from what is available online as there simply is 

not enough data to reference anything meaningful. 

    

     This cover falls into the second category more than the 

first.  

      
     While I was born in Utica and spent the first 10İ  cold 

years of my life there, I will admit that I had no idea 

where Cassville is located. As it turns out the post office 

for that town is located about 14 miles south of Utica. I 

was surprised to say the least. I would be willing to wager 

at some point in my younger life, my family traveled 

through there. Unfortunately, there is no one left alive for 

me to ask. 

 
     The cover shown itself has a lovely strike of blue-

black circular date cancel with August 2 in the center. A 

lovely four-ring bullseye cancel is tying an 1861 3-cent 

rose Washington stamp (design Scott A25) to the cover.  

 

     There is no evidence of a grill on the stamp, so it is 
most likely the common variety, which would have been 

current during the time frame.  

 

     A somewhat lighter circular information strike on the  
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Francis Ferguson: A cover from 1866 runs circles around 

Utica  with a target-style fancy cancel, a double circular 

date cancel and a private circular cancel from the sender.  
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Martin H. Joyce:  The author shows how a sin-

gle cover can tell a fascinating story of duty, hon-

or and heroism as he traces the story of a U.S. 

Military Academy cadet.  Page 3 

Charles J. DiComo, 

PhD: Prexies, a commemora-

tive, a registration box and 

several handstamps make an 

international  cover pretty irre-

sistible. Page 7 

Itôs show time: Itching to get out to a show or a bourse? 

There are several options. Pages 6, 11 

Jim Petersen: 

The sudden 

death of a 

president 

prompts one governor to send an acknowledgment of 

mourning to a second governor, who will soon be thrust 

onto the countryôs tumultuous national 

stage. Page 8 

Lawrence Laliberte: Where in the 

heck ...? Cover appears to be from 

New York state, but is it? Page 10 

 

Brian Levy: A simple 

cover has so much to 

appreciate and enjoy. 
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ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƭΦ   
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Wanted: Your knowledge, your interests, your arti-

cles. The Excelsior! needs all types of submissions. Share 

your passion, even if itôs just about a single cover.  

Contact the editor or president for details. 
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Figure 1.  A free

-franked cover 

dated May 21, 

1944 from West 

Point Cadet 

John C. Hastie. 
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By Martin H. Joyce  III 

     Sometimes a single, simple cover serves as a window 

on history. Such is the case with the free-franked cover 

shown (Figure 1).  

 

     It was mailed by Cadet John Collingwood Hastie in 

May 1944 near the end of his second year at the U.S. Mili-

tary Academy in West Point, New York, to the Essex Pub-

lishing Company, a long-established publishing concern in 

Burlington, Vermont. 

 
     Hastie was born in 1924 in Fort Bliss, Texas. He was 

the son of Colonel Frank Bowman Hastie, a career Army 

engineer who had served in World War I, and C®cile Am®-

lie deWitt Hastie. He later attended Theodore Roosevelt 

High School in Washington, D.C. while his father was 

stationed in the area. The younger Hastie applied for, and 

received, congressional nominations to both the U.S. Na-

val Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, and West Point. 

 
     Hastie chose to attend West Point, and entered the Mili-

tary Academy in July 

1942 as a member of the 

Class of 1946 ï barely six 

months after the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor on 

December 7, 1941.  

 

     Hastie was not the first 

member of his family to 

attend West Point. His 

great-great-grandfather, 

Brigadier General Henry 

Brewerton, Class of 1819, 

had served as superinten-
Figure 2. Cadet John 

Hastie. 

dent of the Academy from 1845 to 1852. 

 
     Just a short time before Hastie arrived at the Acade-

my (Figure 2), Congress authorized an increase in the 

size of West Pointôs Corps of Cadets, anticipating the 

need for more Army officers to serve in World War II. 

More than 1,000 new cadets were admitted that summer, 


