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Single Cover Shares Many Tales  
By Charles J. DiComo, PhD 

     Though it looks somewhat innoc-
uous at first glance, here is a some-
what wild and impressive piece from 
the stampless era with links to New 
York City, Canandaigua, Massachu-
setts and Michigan. Itôs amazing how 
a single piece can take us down so 
many paths. 
 
     So, letôs unravel this piece of 
postal history. 
 
     The single-sheet folded letter en-
tered the mail stream on April 6, 
1841 in New York City. A postal 
clerk added the 27 millimeter red 
circular datestamp with an abbreviat-
ed month of ñAPL,ò instead of the 
more widely used ñAPR,ò for April. 
There is a manuscript ñ25ò (cents) at 
top right to pay the U.S. inland rate 

A black wax seal (coloring slightly 

enhanced) shows a sailing ship, 

very appropriate to come from a 

shipping merchant. 

A stampless letter mailed April 6, 1841 from New York City to Michigan has several interesting facets. 

for more than 400 miles. 
 
     The letter is addressed to Mrs. 
Taylor, in care of Henry W. Taylor, 
Esq., Marshall, Calhoun County, 
Michigan. It is sealed with a hand-
some black wax seal with an image 

of a sailing vessel in the center and the 
business name of Masters & Markoe 
& Co. New York. 
 
     The letter writer, Thomas Masters 
ï well, at least one of the letter writers 
ï was a distinguished shipping mer-
chant, hence the black-wax seal. 
 
     Masters & Markoe was a mercan-
tile house that operated throughout the 
early 19th century, primarily involved 
with the importation of sugar from 
Santa Cruz (St. Croix). It operated in 
New York City from about 1825 to 
1836, when the firm became Masters, 
Markoe & Co. 
 
     Thomas Masters and Francis Mar-
koe were joined, at different times, by 
their  sons,  Samuel  Caldwell Masters  
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Charles J. DiComo, PhD: A cover 

filled with crazy crisscross writing 

and a very cool black wax seal has 

many tales to tell.  

Cover, Page 14 

 

 

Charles J. DiComo, PhD and 

Terry Shaw, PhD: Whoever 

heard of a post office being in 

service for just one day? A 

single cover tells the tale about 

this  post office whose name is 

linked to huge summer crowds but was once a quiet little 

ocean hideaway on Long Island.  Page 3 

Itôs show time: Itching to get out to a show or a bourse? 

There are several options in New York and surrounding 

states in the coming weeks. Pages 13, 14 

Jeff Stage: The end-of-year holidays are just 

around the corner so itôs the right time to share 

a couple of interesting items from a Christmas 

collection. Page 6 

Martin H. Joyce: Re-

member our nationôs bicentennial 

celebration back in 1976? (Believe it 

or not, weôre just four years from the 

our 250th!) Hereôs an article that 

shares much about a slew of bicenten-

nial postage stamps, though surprisingly, not one for an 

important New York site ð West Point. Page 7 

Douglas Penwell: This article links us to the heavens 

above as a postal card sent 

overseas was written by a na-

tive New Yorker  who became 

a well-known astronomer who 

co-discovered a well-known comet. Page 15 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴ ŘŜŦŜŎǘǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǘǊƛŎƪȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ  
ς WƛƳ CƻǊǘŜΣ Ǉƻǎǘŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΦ 

Wanted: Your knowledge, your interests, your arti-

cles. The Excelsior! needs all types of submissions. Share 

your passion, even if itôs just about a single cover.  

See Page 16 for details. 

mailto:geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com
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Figure 1.  A letter posted with the ñSAGHARBOUR.ò in a dashed circle postmark from March 7, 1808 to Albany. It 
carries a mark for prepaid ñ17ò cents for a letter traveling between 151 and 300 miles. 

A One-Day Wonder  

By Charles J. DiComo, PhD  

and Terry Shaw, PhD 

     Jones Beach, New York today is 

a popular New York State Park in 

Nassau County that receives some 6 

million visitors a year to its sandy 

beaches and other attractions. 

     Its location makes Jones Beach 

the busiest beach on the East Coast. 

Just 26 miles from the borough of 

Queens, or 38 miles to Manhattanôs 

Central Park, Jones Beachôs face to 

the Atlantic Ocean offers a conven-

ient opportunity to escape the swel-

tering urban areas of Greater New 

York to relax in the sea air; thatôs if 

you can take the crowds. 

     This is a far cry from 90 years 
ago when the area off Long Island 
was more commonly known as High  

High Hill Beach, Long Island,  circa 1910 (above) and surf bathing at High Hill Beach, circa 1915 (below). 

Name of post office on Long Island became Jones Beach for a single day in 1932  

Hill Beach and had some 80 mostly 

private cottages along its shores, as 

can be seen in the postcards shown.   

     But everything changed  in  1939,  

though, when urban planner Robert 

Moses, then chairman of the Long 

Island State Park Commission, 

bought  this  land   and created  Jones                                         

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Island_State_Park_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Island_State_Park_Commission
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Staff members 
pose in front of 
Savageôs Hotel 
and Casino at 
High Hill Beach 
on this picture 
postcard, circa 
1915. The resort 
community most-
ly had private 

summer cottages 
in the early 20th 

century. 

Ferry boat captain and Postmaster John 

ñJiggieò Alder Haff (1872-1954).  From 

album of Paula Haff Fraziers Photos 

(Geni.com). 

 Beach. 

     But letôs go back to the early part 

of the 20th century. The beach did 

boast Savageôs Hotel & Casino, and 

the area was known for being lax on 

prohibition laws. But the area re-

mained a mostly hidden gem and with 

those sleepy summer cottages were 

enjoyed by a relatively few. 

     The mostly summertime residents 

were provided mail service from the 

High Hill Beach Post Office that 

opened in 1915. From 1919 to its clo-

sure in 1940 the post office was under 

the charge of Postmaster John Alder 

Haff, better known as ñJiggie.ò And 

then, for some unknown reason, a 

change was made. 

     In the May 5, 1932 edition of the 

Postal Bulletin, notice was given that 

the name of the High Hill Beach Post 

Office would be changed to Jones 

Beach effective June 1, 1932. 

     Similarly, the Official Postal 

Guide for 1932 lists Jones Beach as 

Post Office number 24717, a summer 

Post Office in Nassau County starting 

on June 1, 1932. This date was likely 

the scheduled opening for the summer 

seasonal post office as such locations 

generally operated from June 

through September. 

     But not so fast, as again for rea-

sons unknown the June 1, 1932 edi-

tion of The Postal Bulletin rescinded 

this action, reverting the name of the 

post office back to High Hill Beach. 

Thus, Jones Beach was the name of 

the Post Office for one day only -- 

June 1, 1932.  

     That the post office did provide 

services that day under its new name 

is documented by the cover shown at 

the top of  Page 5 that was signed by 

Postmaster Haff. In his checklist of all 

known seasonal Post Offices, Smith 

lists the High Hill Beach Post Office, 

but not Jones Beach. 

     At present, this cover with its 

Jones Beach 4-bar cancel is the only 

mail sent from this Post Office that 

we have been able to document. Fur-

thermore, we are unaware of any oth-

er Post Offices that, other than per-

haps for ceremoni-

al purposes, only 

operated for a sin-

gle day, although 

the seasonal Post 

Office in Tigiwon, 

Colorado apparent-

ly often operated 
Excerpt  from the June 1, 1932 edition of The Postal Bulletin. 
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for only a single day each year. 

     It seems that the recipient of this 

cover, Henry Ades Fowler, was likely 

the philatelist who in 1893 edited the 

first edition of the Canadian Journal of 

Philately. That he was still living in the 

1930s is documented by a notation in 

the December 1948 edition of the Jour-

nal of the British North American Phil-

atelic Society: 

! ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Lǎ 

IŜƴǊȅ !ŘŜǎ CƻǿƭŜǊ ƻŦ IŀǊǜƻǊŘΣ 

aƛŎƘΦ aǊΦ CƻǿƭŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ άƻƭŘ ǝƳŜǊέ 

ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ 

ƻŦ tƘƛƭŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

tƘƛƭŀǘŜƭƛǎǘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ ŀǎ муфоΦ IŜ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ {ǘŀƳǇ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊϥǎ /ƭǳō 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ муфнΦ aǊΦ 

CƻǿƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

ƛƴ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ŏƻƴπ

ǝƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀƳǇ ŎƻƭƭŜŎπ

ǝƻƴΦ 

 

     Census data confirms that a Henry 

Ades Fowler, who was born in Canada, 

did live in Chicago during this period.  

 

     And now for some speculation. Per-

haps Mr. Fowler read the May 5, 1932 

Postal Bulletin and noticed the change 

of name for this post office. Wanting a 

postmark from the new post office, he 

sent a letter to the listed postmaster with a pre-stamped cover enclosed and 

asked the postmaster to cancel the cover on the first day of operation for the 

post office under its new name. Collectors making such requests often asked 

the postmaster to sign the cover as well to document the first day cancel. 

 

     After its brief life as Jones Beach, this post office reverted back to High 

Hill Beach and continued to operate under this name until 1940, closing for 

good soon after creation of the Jones Beach State Park. 

 

     The final image shows a postcard that sent from the High Hill Beach Post 

Office on September 30, 1935. The ñLast Dayò auxiliary marking on the 

postcard reflects the seasonal closure of this summertime only post office. 

 

     If others have more information regarding the Jones Beach Post Office, 

please let us know. 

 

Page 6: Authorsô bios, acknowledgements, references. 

A first day and 

last day cover 

with a Jones 

Beach circular 

datestamp from 

June 1, 1932 and a 

four-bar cancella-

tion tying a 1932 2

-cent Arbor Day 

Issue (Scott 717). 

A notation at up-

per left corner 

states: ñFirst day 

of mailing from 

this Post Office.ò 

And is signed, 

ñJohn A. Haff, 

Postmaster.ò  

A last-day-of-use postcard from the High Hill Beach Post Office, dated September 30, 

1935. (Courtesy of Frank Braithwaite.) 
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Jones Beach Acknowledgements: 

Members of the Empire State Postal Histo-

ry Society, especially Frank Braithwaite, 

Diane DeBlois, Tom Mazza, Gene DeSal-

vo, David Williams, Joel Harrington and 

John Schorn, who after Charles reached out 

via email with a ñrequest for more infor-

mationò on the Jones Beach cover, each 

supplied details which added color to the 

story. 
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A pair of Christmas covers 90 years apart: At top, a first-time 

event cover from North Pole, N.Y. in 1953; and some regular mail 

postmarked Christmas Day 1863. 

A Little Holiday Cheer 

 By Jeff Stage 

    One of my way-too-many areas I collect 

is Christmas.  So here is a little holiday 

cheer from our own New York state, dated 

90 years apart. 

     The first is a piece of regular mail post-

marked Christmas Day 1863 from Buffalo. 

     Back then, Christmas was not a national holiday. I 

have read that postmasters had the option to be open. Ob-

viously, the Buffalo postmaster thought it was important 

to open, thus we have this 5 ı inch by 2 Ĳ inch envelope 

heading off to a woman in Brooklyn. 

     The other item is from the North Pole; not the real 

one, but the one near Lake Placid in the Adirondacks. 

The holiday theme park opened in 1949 and in 1953 was 

granted its status as a rural postal station, ñeffective Dec. 16, 

1953,ò according to the December 10 U.S. Postal Bulletin. 

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/PDF/Vol53_Issue15899_19320505.pdf#search=%2215899%22
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/PDF/Vol53_Issue15899_19320505.pdf#search=%2215899%22
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/PDF/Vol53_Issue15921_19320601.pdf#search=%22Jones%20beach%22
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/PDF/Vol53_Issue15921_19320601.pdf#search=%22Jones%20beach%22
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/PDF/Vol53_Issue15921_19320601.pdf#search=%22Jones%20beach%22
http://www.highhillstriperclub.com/history_name.htm
https://www.geni.com/people/John-Haff/6000000063834040942
mailto:alerts@chipublib.libanswers.com
http://www.bnaps.org
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An aquatint engraving from 1825-1835 showing a view of 

West Point  from  Constitution Island  (foreground) at-
tributed to John Hill from a painting by Guy Wall, cour-

tesy of the U.S. Military Academy. This image was used 

on the front of the program for the formal dedication in 
1985 of the Sylvanus Thayer postage stamp. 

The American Revolution Bicentennial  
é and the West Point Stamp that Never Was 

By Martin H. Joyce 

     In November 2020, while researching background ma-

terial for ñPostmarked West Point: A U.S. Postal History 

of West Point and its Graduatesò in the online files of the 

National Postal Museum, I came across a folder titled 

Stamp Advisory Committee ï West Point of the Hudson, 

dated July 23, 1973. 

      The description of the folder read, ñWest Point Ameri-

can Revolution Bicentennial committee recommends a 

commemorative stamp for the role West Point played in 

the American Revolution.ò 

     What was this?  

     The only stamp honoring West Point up to that point 

was the 5-cent value in the 1936-37 Army-Navy series fea-

turing the U.S. Military Academy. What was the ñWest 

Point American Revolution Bicentennial committeeò and 

what happened to the request? An initial request to the Na-

tional Postal Museum proved fruitless ï the Covid lock-

down did not allow staff access into the building. 

      However, I was assured that as soon as they were per-

mitted back into the building they would process my re-

quest. 

     Ten months later I received an email from Baasil Wil-

der, the museumôs librarian (and a 1996 West Point gradu-

ate), with a PDF of the sole document included in the file: 

a letter dated July 23, 1973 from West Point Superinten-

dent Lieutenant General William Knowlton (USMA 1943) 

to Postmaster General Elmer T. Klassen. 

     In the letter, Knowlton recommended that ñthe United 

States Postal Service issue a commemorative stamp on 10 

June 1975 in recognition of the significant contribution 

that the fortifications located on Constitution Island and 

óthe West Point of the Hudsonô made in defending the 

Hudson River and the Highlands during the American 

Revolution.ò 1 

     Thus began my investigation to determine the back-

ground behind the request, and what happened subsequent-

ly. Aided by staff at the West Point Library Archives, the 

story began to unfold. 

     Formal plans for celebrating Americaôs bicentennial 

began when Congress created the American Revolution 

Bicentennial Commission on July 4, 1966.  
WEST POINT, NEXT PAGE 
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WEST POINT, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

 

Though the Bicentennial celebration 

was initially planned as a single city 

exposition (Expo '76) in either Phila-

delphia or Boston, more than six 

years passed without a firm direction.  

 

     Eventually, Congress dissolved the 

commission in December 1973, and 

replaced it with the American Revo-

lution Bicentennial Administration, 

which was charged with encouraging 

and coordinating separate individual 

activities. In the meantime, numerous 

states and government organizations 

had already organized committees 

and plans to celebrate the Bicentenni-

al. 

 
     The New York State American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission, 

established in 1968, was among the 

early committees. In addition to 

ñobservances, ceremonies, and other 

activities to commemorate the two 

hundredth anniversary of the Ameri-

can Revolution,ò the commission 

broadened its role to commemorate 

the 200th anniversary of the creation 

of the state of New York (July 9, 

1776).2  

 
     Two years later, in 1970, shortly 

after assuming the role of superinten-

dent, Knowlton appointed his own 

West Point American Revolution Bi-

centennial Committee to begin plan-

ning a bicentennial program for West 

Point. Appropriately, the committee 

chair was Colonel Thomas E. Griess 

(USMA 1943), professor and head of 

the History Department. The History 

Department had only recently been 

established in 1969, and Griess was 

the first department head.3 The com-

mitteeôs goal was: 

 

ϦΧ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊπ

ǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎΣ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ 

ǎǳŎƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

Figure 1. The Battle of Brooklyn (Scott 
1003), issued December 10, 1951. Figure 2 
(right).  The Battle of White Plains (Scott  
629), issued October 18, 1926. 

Figure 3. Bicentennial of Fort Ticonderoga 
(Scott 1071), issued September 18, 1955. 

Figure 4. Burgoyne at Saratoga (Scott 644), 
based on ñSurrender of General Burgoyne 
at Saratogaò (c. 1822) by John Trumbull, 
issued August 3, 1927. 

ŀǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀōƭŜ ΦΦΦ [ŀǊƎŜƭȅ ōȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

²Ŝǎǘ tƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳπ

ǝƻƴΦϦ 4 

 

     When the name ñWest Pointò is 

mentioned today, it usually brings to 

mind the U.S. Military Academy. 

However, this institution was not 

founded until 1802, long after the 

American Revolution. In his letter to 

Klassen, Knowlton includes a de-

tailed discussion of West Pointôs 

Revolutionary War importance: 

 
     ñ óThe West Point of the Hudsonô as 

it was commonly referred to during the 

early part of the American Revolution, 

and Martelearôs Rock (later to be known 

as Constitution Island) were singled out 

by Washington and other military and 

civilian leaders as key defensive posi-

tions primarily because of the Hudson 

Riverôs unusual channel at that location. 

Flowing southward, the river suddenly 

turns to the east for approximately a 

quarter of a mile, passing by Constitu-

tion Island on the left and West Point on 

the right. Once having negotiated these 

two landmarks the river again turns to 

the south. Any ship attempting to sail 

north through this narrow channel must 

come to an almost complete standstill 

while adjusting its sails and fighting the 

riverôs current and crosswinds. In negoti-

ating this part of the river a ship is highly 

vulnerable to fortified gun positions locat-

ed on Constitution Island or at West Point. 

 

     é The colonists also understood the 

importance of the Hudson River and its 

surrounding Highlands. As early as 25 

May 1775, the Continental Congress, after 

extensive discussions on the subject, di-

rected that the New York Provincial Con-

gress determine suitable locations for for-

tifications in the Highlands for the ex-

pressed purpose of restricting river traffic. 

In compliance with that directive, the New 

York Provincial Congress on 30 May 

1775 ordered Colonel James Clinton and 

Mr. Christopher Tappan to undertake the 

difficult task of locating proper sites ófor 

erecting one or more fortificationsô in the 

Highlands area. On 10 June 1775, Clinton 

and Tappan submitted their proposal to the 

Provincial Congress and órecommended 

that a post capable of containing three 

hundred men [be] erected on [Martelear's 

Rock] and another on the west side [West 
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Figure 5. Remnants of the Great Chain on display at West 
Point, as seen in a 1901 stereoscope photograph. 
(Courtesy of the Library of Congress.) 

Map of West Point, c. 1780. This map shows the bottleneck for river traf-

fic created by the successive 90-degree bends in the Hudson River at West 
Point. Fort Clinton (renamed from Fort Arnold) is near the center of the 

map, and Fort Putnam is situated on the higher ground on the lower left. 

The placement of the Great Chain can be seen from the bank of the river 
just north of Fort Clinton across to Constitution Island. (Courtesy the 

New York Public Library, Digital Collections.) 

Point] of said river to contain two-hundred men.ô ò5 

 

     These decisions by the Continental Congress 

occurred only weeks after the battles of Lexington 

and Concord.  

 

     Over the next two years, several significant bat-

tles took place near both ends of the Hudson River. 

In August 1776, the Battle of Brooklyn, the first 

military action between the British and Continental 

armies after the signing of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence was issued on July 4, forced Washington 

to evacuate the western end of Long Island and 

cede the area to the British [Figure 1]. British Gen-

eral William Howe continued to pursue Washington 

and his troops, and caused Washington to retreat 

further following the Battle of White Plains in Oc-

tober 1776 [Figure 2].  

 
     In June 1777, British General John Burgoyne 

marched south from Quebec in what would become 

the Saratoga Campaign. Along the way, British 

troops successfully forced the Continental Army to 

abandon Fort Ticonderoga near the south end of 

Lake Champlain. Originally built by the French in 

1755, Fort Ticonderoga had played a key role in the 

French and Indian Wars [Figure 3].  

 

     However, by August, Washington had reinforced 

General Horatio Gatesô Continental forces near Sa-

ratoga, along the Hudson River about 140 miles 

north of West Point. In the second of two battles 

fought in September and October, Gates defeated the British 

forces. Burgoyneôs surrender is depicted in a well-known 

painting by American artist John Trumbull [Figure 4].  

 
     The strategic importance of the Hudson River was clear. 

Any substantial movement of the British army northward on 

could have a devastating effect. A significant undertaking to 

block the river included the construction of a large iron chain 

to be stretched across the Hudson River, initially at Fort Mont-

gomery, several miles south of West Point, near the present-

day Bear Mountain Bridge. Although this first effort failed, the 

tactic was deemed sound. In 1778, the ñGreat Chain,ò support-

ed by large log rafts, was stretched across the Hudson from 

West Point to Constitution Island [Map and Figure 5]. 
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