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Figure 1. An 1878 cover 

cancelled with double-
ringed, circular date-

stamp and duplexed 

star in magenta from 
Bloodôs Depot. The 

cancel ties a 3-cent 

green Washington of 

1873 (Scott 158).  

 

 

Figure 2. Below, a map 

of part of northern 

Steuben County shows 
Bloodôs Depot, with 

postal routes.  

The Transient Pioneers of Bloodõs Depot  
By Robert Conley 

    As a fancier of fancy cancels, I was intrigued to 

come across the cover shown [Figure 1] while brows- 

ing eBay recently. The double-ringed, circular date- 

stamp and duplexed star are not uncommon, but the 

solid strike in magenta, boldly contrasting with the 3-

cent green adhesive, coupled with the odd town name, 

made me look twice. In the end, it was all too hard to 

ignore, and so, the cover has since been added to my 

collection. If only the magenta had been red ï an apt 

color for Bloodôs Depot. 

 

    Before that accidental find, I had never heard of 

Bloodôs Depot. It seems very few people have heard 

of it. If one searches the internet for ñBloodôs Depot,ò 

or any variant thereof, you will find references mainly 

to blood-related subjects.  

     With some perseverance, an old blog eventually 

revealed itself, and it was fortunate that someone had 

posted just enough information to get me started. It 

turns out that this dead post office was in Steuben 

County, about four miles north of Cohocton, and is 

This dead post office was in 

Steuben County é and is now 

called Atlanta  

 

now called Atlanta. A map from 1868 [Figure 2] 

shows the general area. 

          BLOODôS, PAGE 5 
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Bloodôs Depot ð a post office 

long discontinued ð help tell 

the story of a community in 

Steuben County with  its intriguing original name.  
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Greetings all and happy spring!  

   I hope you will enjoy this edition 

of the Excelsior! We have six fea-

ture articles that are highlighted on 

this page. Aside from the obvious 

topic of postal history, these articles 

explore ï or at least touch on ï sev-

eral areas of interest, including ma-

jor manufacturers of the Victorian 

Age, unusual cancellations  and   

mail sent on journeys to Europe. 

     Also, Douglas Penwell offers 

some ramblings and reflections on 

Page 18, a stamp show schedule on 

Pages 17 and 19 and editorôs com-

ments on Page 19.  

   Jeff Stage, Editor 

mailto:geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com
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Figure 1.  A letter posted with the ñSAGHARBOUR.ò in a dashed circle postmark from March 7, 1808 to Albany. It 
carries a mark for prepaid ñ17ò cents for a letter traveling between 151 and 300 miles. 

¢ƘŜ Ψ{!DI!w.h¦wΦΩ ƛƴ 5ŀǎƘŜŘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ tƻǎǘƳŀǊƪ 
By Daniel M. Knowles, MD 

     Well-struck handstamped postmarks on stampless 

covers from the scattered small towns that comprised 

Eastern Long Island in the early to mid-1800s are un-

common. Their rarity is not reflected by their valua-

tions in the American Stampless Cover Catalog. 

    Sag Harbor was one of the original seven Suffolk 

County Long Island post offices established by the 

United States government on September 25, 1794.  

     Initially, the post office used the English spelling 

ñSag Harbourò to denote the town and manuscript post-

marks were commonly employed. 

      Four different and distinctive handstamps were 

subsequently used by the Sag Harbor Post Office to 

postmark letters prior to the adoption of a circular date 

stamp in 1814, according to my unpublished census.  

     The earliest recorded and the least commonly en-

countered Sag Harbor handstamp is the 27-millimeter 

ñSAGHARBOUR.ò in dashed circle postmark. 

     I am aware of only three covers bearing this post-

mark. Two of those three are described and shown 

here. Both covers were previously illustrated in a 1988 

issue of the Long Island Postal Historian, which was 

published by the defunct Long Island Postal History 

Society. (Most copies of The Long Island Postal Histo-

rian journal are available on the society website at 

https://www.esphs.org/journals/long-island-postal-

history-society/.) 

     The first edition of the American Stampless Cover 

Catalog (1971), edited by E.N. Sampson, lists a 27mm 

handstamped ñSag Harbourò in dotted circle postmark 

in brown ink used in 1808 and valued at $20. Each sub-

sequent edition of the ASCC has the identical listing, 

albeit with increasing valuations, suggesting that they 

are all based on a single cover discovered prior to 

1971. 

     The cover illustrated here [Figure 1] is very likely 

that listing copy.  

     This cover was discovered by the late Fred Light-

foot when he observed it falling to the ground out of an 

old desk being moved out of a Sag Harbor house. He 

picked the cover up off the ground and retained it in his 

Long Island postal history collection for many years, 

according to my personal communication with Fred. 

He sold the cover to me in the late 1970s.  

     The cover is inscribed ñJeremiah Osborn 5 March 
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Figure 2. A letter posted with the ñSAGHARBOUR.ò in a dashed circle postmark on May 25, 1807 to 
Albany. The cover was sent unpaid, re-rated 34 cents, double the 17-cent rate, for a letter traveling be-
tween 151 and 300 miles. 

1808.ò It is a letter from Osborn and Hunting Miller to 

Albany Assemblyman Thomas Lester. The town name 

is enclosed in a dashed circle, not a dotted circle as 

erroneously described in the American Stampless Cov-

er Catalog.  It contains the manuscript date ñ7 Mar.ò 

The cover bears an 8İmm by 26İmm handstamped 

ñPAIDò and is rated 17 cents in manuscript for a letter 

traveling between 151 and 300 miles per the Postal Act 

of March 2, 1799.  

     The handstamp ñSAGHARBOUR.ò in a dashed 

circle postmark, the handstamp ñPAIDò and the manu-

script 17 are all in the same brown ink. 

     The second cover [Figure 2] is a folded letter sheet 

without contents that bears the identical 27mm 

ñSAGHARBOUR.ò in dashed circle postmark in the 

same brown ink. It contains the manuscript date ñ25 

May.ò Black ink docketing in a different hand on the 

reverse indicates that this cover was mailed in 1807, 

one year earlier than the catalog listing copy. The cov-

er is addressed to Albany Assemblyman Archibald 

McIntyre. The cover was appropriately rated at 17 

cents in brown ink for a letter traveling between 151 

and 300 miles. However, this folded letter sheet must 

have contained heavier contents, obligating the post-

master to re-rate the letter at ñ34ò cents in black ink. 

The cover was sent unpaid.  

     We now know that the Sag Harbor Post Office em-

ployed this postmark during 1807 and 1808. This is the 

earliest recorded Sag Harbor handstamp postmark and 

is a candidate for the earliest known Suffolk County, 

Long Island handstamp postmark. This postmark was 

followed by the well-known handstamp ñSAG-

HARBOR.ò in oval postmark, which was in use be-

tween 1809 and 1812.  
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5ƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ Cǳƴ 
   Holidays are one of my collect-

ing  areas; even better if it over-

laps  postal history. 

     This stampless letter was 

mailed from Utica on July 4, 

1840, and struck with a nice red 

oval postmark. Ten cents postage 

was paid, marked with a manu-

script 10, and off it went to H. 

Scott, Esq., of Cooperstown. The 

rate covered the single sheet rate 

of 31 to 80 miles. 

     I cannot make out the signature 

inside, but, interestingly the date-

line is June 29 from Oswego. An-

other mystery to be solved. 

            ðJeff Stage 
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Figure 3. An 1873 map of the village of Bloods. 

BLOODôS, FROM COVER 

     The Bloodôs Depot (sometimes 

spelled without the apostrophe) 

Post Office was established on 

April 21, 1871.  

     With an annual salary of just 

$12, the village attorney, Asa Ad-

ams, was its first postmaster. Ref-

erence to the map [Figure 3] show 

Postmaster Adams owned two 

large properties south of the rail-

road, which bisects the village. His 

home is at the right in the center in 

the relatively open plot, and his 

office, is to the west, just south of 

the railroad tracks. At that time, 

the village also supported a hotel, 

a dentist, a builder, a hardware 

store, a mill and three general mer-

chants. 

     Dry goods dealer Dwight Hen-

dryx took over the postmasterôs 

job in May 1877 and is likely the 

person who handled the cover 

shown and affixed the cancella-

tion. George W. Marter was ap-

pointed Bloodôs Depotôs third 

postmaster in June 1885.  

     On April 29, 1889, 25-year-old 

William T. Cornish was put in 

charge. He operated out of his fa-

therôs general store in the middle 

of town. On May 2, 1892, the post 

Figure 4. Two later strikes of the same 

cancelling device used in Figure 1, but 

in purple.  

office changed its name to Atlanta. Cornish continued as postmaster.  

     So, who founded the settlement and why did Bloodôs Depot change 

its name? The Blood family were very prolific breeders, and their line 

can be traced back to the earliest days of pre-Revolutionary Pepperell, 

Massachusetts. A large number of Blood descendants left Massachusetts 

around 1790 and many were early settlers in the town of Bath, about 25 

miles southeast of Cohocton. Around 1820, many of those Bath-born 

Bloods moved north to Yates County to settle in Benton, but a few had 

a layover in the Cohocton area first, where Atlanta now lies. 

     A dozen or so cemeteries are in the vicinity of Bloodôs Depot, of 

which three contain Blood-family names. Those three cemeteries all 

opened for business between 1810 and 1820, and 10 people within the 

Blood family are known to be interred there, all perishing between 1821 

and 1869. Two of the three cemeteries are still in operation ï yet no one 

called Blood has been buried there since 1869.  
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Figure 5. The wrong type of black ink has caused irreversible damage to the rubber, double-ringed circular datestamp. 

Figure 6. A replacement du-

plexed cancelling device suffered 

the same fate as its predecessor. 

Figure 7. A non-duplexed 

circular datestamp and a 

hand-carved killer re-

placed the device shown 

in Figure 6. 

     The census and cemetery infor-

mation would suggest the Bloods 

were some of the original settlers in 

the area, but all living traces of 

them had moved away by the 

1870s. 

     Note, too, that the map in Figure 

3, drawn in 1873, does not include 

any property owned by anyone 

called Blood. It is indeed ironic that 

when the post office opened in 

1871, its namesake family had al-

ready left town!  

     For confirmation of all that, 

we need only to see the 1891 

Steuben County Gazetteer, which 

lists Edward H. Blood as the only 

descendent connected with that 

part of the county. Blood was op-

erating a harness-making busi-

ness, not in Bloodôs Depot, but in 

nearby North Cohocton ï and his 

residence was in the town of Na-

ples, about six miles farther north, 

in Ontario County. Is it any won-

der then, by 1892, that the people 

in the village of Bloodôs Depot, 

had   decided   to  do  away  with the                                                                       
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Figure 8. At left, perhaps the only surviving example of a Bloods Depot 

ñRecôdò stamp. Above,  Bloodôs Depot is no more.  

Blood name? No one called Blood had lived there for 

more than 20 years. 

     As for the cancels used by the postmasters of 

Bloodôs Depot, cancellations [Figure 4] show two 

more impressions of the duplexed star killer, from 

1879 and 1881, struck not in magenta, but in purple. 

      A few months later, as seen on another cover 

[Figure 5], the rubber datestamp has been damaged 

by the erroneous use of oil-based printerôs ink, which 

is fine for metal handstamps, but not rubber.  

     A new cancel was in use by the summer of 1884, 

but the lesson learned in 1882 had been forgotten. A 

cover [Figure 6] shows another ink-damaged cancel-

lation, this time duplexed to a negative star killer. 

     That mistake again was made with a third cancel-

ling device in just a handful of years [Figure 7], this 

one in 1890. Interestingly, this device was not du-

plexed, and hence would have been somewhat cheap-

er ï a handmade killer, probably carved out of a 

wooden dowel ï was applied separately. Perhaps, 

Postmaster Cornish knew the Bloodôs Depot name 

was not going to be around for much longer and a 

new datestamp would soon be needed. 

     That was almost certainly the last circular dates-

tamp ever used with the name Bloodôs Depot. Howev-

er, it should not be forgotten that even tiny Bloodôs 

Depot might have had a receiving stamp ï and it did! 

Shown [Figure 8] is part of the reverse of a cover 

mailed from New York City and bound for Naples, 

with a Bloods Depot receiving mark. 

    Itôs official! A postcard [Figure 8], cancelled a year 

after the old name was officially dropped, shows the 

Atlanta cancellation.  

     The Atlanta Post Office is still in operation to this 

day ï ZIP code 14808. Perhaps if just one twig of the 

giant oak that is the Blood family tree had stuck 

around, the town would still be known as Bloods. 
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This beautiful all-over advertising cover from J.W. Fiske, an ornamental iron, bronze and zinc works 

manufacturer zipped from a New York City to the Elmira post office in just 11 hours in August 1897.  

The reverse of the cover shows it arrived at the Elmira 

Post Office at 11 p.m. on the same day it was sent from 
New York City. At right, the cover of a c. 1875 trade 

catalog with a view of J.W. Fiske's Ornamental Iron 

Works. The catalog was printed by E.G. Trip. (Image 
courtesy of Library of Congress Prints and Photo-

graphs Division Washington, D.C.) 

 

A Quick Trip  
An 1897 Advertising Cover was Carried from NYC to Elmira in 11 Hours 

By Mark Fonda 

     This ornate gray all-over advertising cover from 

J.W. Fiske Ornamental Iron, Bronze and Zinc 

Work in New York City is an example of the pro-

lific Victorian artistic advertising era. It probably 

carried an intricately designed flier, like the exam-

ples shown in this article. 

     This cover traveled from New York City to 

Elmira in an amazing 11 hours on August 7, 1897, 

between noon and 11 p.m. Short-distance mail ser-

vice in the late 19th century was far speedier than 

in modern times, or at least this cover would attest. 

    The cover carries either an 1894 or 1895 2-cent 

Washington stamp (probably a Scott 252 or 267) and 

is obliterated with a flag cancel. 

     J.W. Fiske & Co. was the 

most prominent manufacturer 

of decorative cast iron and cast 

zinc in the second half of the 

19th century. In addition to 

their wide range of fountains, 

statues, urns and cast-iron gar-

den furniture, it provided many 

cast zinc Civil War memorials 

for small towns throughout the northern states. These 

were commonly painted to imitate bronze. 

     The entrepreneurial founder, Joseph Winn Fiske 

(May 22, 1832-October 20, 1903) outsourced the iron 

and zinc alloy foundry work and concentrated two 

aspects of the business ï the firmôs connections with 

modelers and customer relations. 

     Fiske was from a family with colonial roots from 

Chelmsford, Massachusetts and spent some years as a 

merchandiser in Melbourne, Australia, before return-
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ing to the U.S. in 1857. He founded his business, at 

first (by 1862) in partnership with hardware man 

Thomas W. Brown in Boston and New York City by 

December 1863. 

    The phrase ñand companyò was dropped from the 

business in 1862. Fiskeôs lavishly illustrated catalogs 

issued at brief intervals kept the firm in the public 

eye and also show art historians how casually design 

patents were infringed upon in the 19th century. 

     Fiskeôs designs ranged from the naturalistic foliate 

that were the stock-in-trade of the mid-Victorian 

style to sculptures after the antique and neoclassical 

works of Antonio Canova or Bertel Thorvaldsen; 

suitable for park-like landscapes of estates and ceme-

teries with formal schemes. The Fiske company was 

also noted for its hammered copper weather vanes, 

produced in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. 

    A typical Fiske fountain can be found on the 

grounds of the Smithsonian Horticultural Gardens. 

The foundation is 97 inches tall and about 36 inches 

wide. The three-tiered fountain consists of a base, 

pedestal and basins, according to the Smithsonian. 

The naturalism-style fountain, built in the latter half 

of the 19th century, has gradually increasing concen-

tric bowls cast with leaves and raised on a leaf-cast 

base on an octagonal plinth.  

     Fiskeôs great rival in the decorative cast iron field 
was that of the New York City firm of Jordan L. 
Mottôs ï the J.L. Mott Iron Works. 

     Since the latter part of the 20th century, unmarked 

pieces of decorative cast iron of appropriate date are 

commonly attributed to J.W. Fiske. This added prov-

enance to an unmarked item would certainly increase 

its value. 

     The company outsourced its iron and zinc alloy 

foundry work but worked closely with model creators 

and built a large client base. Fiske had an eye for 

what the public wanted and among the companyôs 

products was a line of animal-shaped items, includ-

ing deer, lions, eagles and dogs.  

     Among the items Fiske created was one known as 

ñMorleyôs Dog,ò an icon in Johnstown, Pennsylva-

nia.  Around 1870, James Morley, a Bethlehem Steel 

Co. executive, browsed the Fiske catalog and bought 

No. 271: ñFrench Blood Hound, 3 feet 10 inches 

high, painted one coat $180; bronzed $195,ò accord-

ing to the Johnstown Flood Museum, as quoted in a 

2003 article by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 

A cast-iron and zinc fountain made by J.W. Fisk Iron Works 

Company, of New York, in working order today at the 
Smithsonian Gardens in Washington, D.C. The fountain was 

recently restored thanks to the contribution of Narinder K. 

Keith and Rajinder K. Keith. The fountain was renamed to 
pay homage to the Keith family. (Image courtesy of Smith-

sonian Gardens, Horticultural Artifacts Collection.) 

     The statue was on the lawn of Morleyôs estate 

when the Great Johnstown Flood of 1889 struck kill-

ing more than 2,200. The floodwaters also swept 

away the dog statue, which was later found on a pile 

of debris. It 1944, the statue was donated to the city. 

    One legend, which was reinforced in the Paul 

Newman movie ñSlap Shotò (1977) says the statue 

depicts a real dog named Romey, who saved three 

lives, according to the Johnstown Area Heritage So-

ciety. Thereôs no truth to the story, but the dog has 

survived three major floods and the closing of the 

Bethlehem Steel (originally Cambria) plant in John-

stown. Made of zinc, the statue has recently been 

refurbished and repointed reddish-brown and for now 

is housed indoors. 
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You Canôt Go Home Again. 

 Or Can You? 
By George F. DeKornfeld, DDS 

     Often seen as a somewhat pe-

destrian postal stationery entire, the 

2-cent carmine George Washington 

government stamped envelope is-

sue of 1907 in the following story 

went on quite the wild ride in 1908, 

leaving us with a plethora of mark-

ings and manuscript directives to 

enjoy as we unravel this coverôs 

boomerang-like journey. 

The front of a cover ï filled with markings ï from a major manufacturer mailed in 1908 in Syracuse. The envelope (Scott U411, 
die I) has a 2-cent carmine George Washington imprint. Below, reverse of the cover. 

    In order to develop the full pic-

ture, letôs start with a look at the 

coverôs sender, the Pierce, Butler 

& Pierce Manufacturing Compa-

ny of Syracuse, New York. It was 

founded in 1839 by Sylvester 

Phineas Pierce, who was born 

September 19, 1814, in Sauquoit, 

Oneida County, and passed away 

November 5, 1893, in Syracuse.  

     Pierceôs company manufac-

tured heating equipment, such as 

boilers and radiators, as well as 

bathroom fixtures, while also act-

ing as importers and jobbers of 

crockery, glass, plated ware, kero-

sene goods and pretty much all 

things hardware.  


