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The start of an 1839 letter by a Sag Harbor whaling shipôs captain writing from a South African port. 

Tharõs a Letter from Far Away 
'robcb -cwwcu ._jocb durp _ 8i_ojqh 4ijs _w wic $_sc rd (rrb )rsc wr 4_h )_u`ruÜ -rqh *vo_qb 

A cover addressed to Charles T. Der-
ing, of Sag Harbor, was written by 
Capt. William A. Jones in January 
1839 while  at the Cape of Good 
Hope, South Africa. 

I Ĝrst illustrated this ship cover in a 1988 
issue of the journal of the now defunct 
Long Island Postal History Society, which 
was subsequently folded into the Empire 
State Postal History Society. Here is a 
slightly varied version of the original, in-
cluding a brief history of the whaling ship 
Hamilton, its captain, William A. Jones, 
and the ship®s owner and manager, 
Charles T. Dering. Society members can 
access most LIPHS journals and newslet-
ters through the ESPHS website (https://
www.esphs.org/journals/long-island-postal
-history-society). 

By Daniel M. Knowles, MD 

     The folded lettersheet in this arti-
cle ï datelined ñSimons Bay, Cape 
Good Hope, January 20, 1839ò ï 
was written by ship Capt. William 
A. Jones and addressed to Charles T. 
Dering, of Sag Harbor, Long Island, 
about 21 miles west of Montauk on 
the tip of the island. The letter was 
docketed ñShip Hamiltonò in a dif-
ferent hand on the reverse. 

     The Hamilton was owned and 
managed by Dering and set sail from 
Sag Harbor under Jones on August 
9,  1838  to  pursue  whaling  in  the  

South Atlantic, according to ñA 
History of the American Whale 
Fishery: From its Earliest Incep-
tion to the Year 1876,ò by Alex-
ander Starbuck. 

     The ship returned to Sag Har-
bor on May 7, 1840 with 150 bar-
rels of sperm oil and 2,200 barrels 
of whale oil. 

     This letter was written by Jones 
while on board the Hamilton. As 
was the custom, the letter likely 
was transferred to another whaling 
ship ï one that was returning to 
New Bedford, Mass. ï that Jones 
encountered in Simons Bay 
(sometimes spelled ñSimonôsò), 
South Africa.  

     After 1799, private ship letters 
arriving from the high seas on ves-
sels without mail-carrying con-
tracts were received and post-
marked by the post office at the 
port of arrival, where they were 
placed in the United States mail. 
Upon arriving in the port of New 
Bedford, this letter was placed in 
the post office, where the postmas-
ter hand-stamped it with the New 
Bedford manuscript circular date-
stamp and ñSHIPò marking in red 
ink, and placed it in the mail for 
delivery.  

     The April 1 postmark, which is 
10 weeks  after  the letter was writ- 
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Presidentõs Message  
September 2021 

 
Dear Members: 
 
     In this issue of the Excelsior! you will see the 
minutes from our annual Members Meeting and Offic-
ers and Directors Meeting, both of which were held on 
June 26, 2021, via Zoom. There was good turnout by 
our members and leadership; with dynamic and pro-
ductive discussions as we planned for the future and 
growth of our society. 
 
     A key item of from the Members meeting was the 
2021 election of officers and directors. While nomina-
tions are still open ï and I would like to hear from an-
yone interested ï the current nominated slate follows: 
 
President ï Charles J. DiComo, PhD, 2-year term 
Vice President ï David Przepiora, 2-year term 
Director ï Brian Levy, 3-year term 
Director ï Jeff Stage, 3-year term 
Director ï Steve Kennedy, 1-year term 
 
     A key item from the officers and directors meeting 
was a focused discussion on the rising cost of printing 
our publications, which will continue to eat away at 
our Treasury. So, as to continue to communicate with 
our membership in print four times a year, and not  

 
 raise our annual dues; and maintain our social media 
presence via our ESPHS.org website and Facebook 
page, the board unanimously voted to print only two 
issues of the Bulletin per year (June and December) 
and maintain publishing the Excelsior! twice a year 
(March and September). This is effective immediately, 
thus the solo Excelsior! in this mailing. 
 
     Another item discussed at both meetings was the 
possibility of renewing the societyôs auction. I am 
pleased to inform all that Bob Bramwell is doing his 
due diligence and will report back to the officers and 
directors later this year.  
 
     Finally, I am pleased to report that the ESPHS has 
joined the Mid-Atlantic Federation of Postal History 
Societies, formed in 2020, to promote interest in postal 
history through the collaboration of postal history or-
ganizations, such as the Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Ohio postal societies. I am pleased to serve on the Mid-
Atlantic Federationôs Board of Directors representing 
the ESPHS. 
Now, on to the September Excelsior! I know you 

will enjoy this issue ï please consider writing a piece 
or two on your favorite subject. 

Sincerely, 

Charles J. DiComo, PhD 
President, Empire State Postal History Society 
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Figure 1. The earliest recorded letter entering the Royal Post 
mails through the Schenectady Post Office, which opened April 
3, 1763. This single letter to New York City was rated 3 penny-

weights (at top), in accordance with Queen Anne's rates for 
inland delivery within the North American colonies. 

Schenectadyôs F irst Postmaster  

{ǘǊƻƴƎ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ LƳǇƭƛŜǎ ¢Ƙŀǘ  

WƻƘƴ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ¢ƻƻƪ tƻǎǘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ мтсо 

Figure 2. Thomas McIlworth closed 
his letter of July 11, 1763 with the 
sentiment, ñI am, Dear Jamie, Yours 
very Sincerely,ò indicating that a 
form of Newtonôs middle name James 
had become McIlworthôs personal 
manner of address. 

By Bob Bramwell 

     Schenectady merchant John Duncan was appointed 
in late March of 1763 to be the first postmaster of that 
town in the British Province of New York. Duncanôs  

soon look at his roles in connection with Schenectady. 
Shown here is the cover [Figure 1] of a folded letter-
sheet. The postage rate was applied by Postmaster 
John Duncan, though it was addressed by McIlworth, 
who also wrote the letter. 

     McIlworth closes his letter to merchant Thomas 
James Newton [Figure 2], stating the person to whom 
the  letter  was  written  ï ñMr.  Tho. Newtonò ï  along  

appointment was the result of a 
strenuous effort by Sir William 
Johnson, through New York City 
Postmaster Alexander Colden, to 
obtain mail service by the Royal 
Post to his estate located to the 
west of Schenectady.  

     Sir William created a record of 
this effort through letter books, 
recording the essence of every let-
ter he wrote or received during his 
life on the New York frontier.  

     The presence of itinerant portrait painter Thomas 
McIlworth in Schenectady at that time also plays a 
part in John Duncanôs postmastership. 

     McIlworth is a key figure  in this  study  and  I  will 

with the place and date written, 
ñSchenectady, July 11, 1763,ò 
which is recognized as the earliest 
known to have entered the British 
North America Post from a Sche-
nectady post office. 

     Part of this and other postal his-
tory investigations often involve 
distinguishing between ñhands,ò 
which is the term for the appearance 
of a personôs penmanship, the quill 

used and the ink chosen. Shown is a dateline from a 

different letter dated October 9, 1763 from Duncan to 

Thomas Newton. On the next page [Figure 3], we see 

the difference in the ñhandò between Duncan and his 
             SCHENECTADY, PAGE 4  
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Figure 4. A portrait of John Duncan by Thomas McIlworth, 1762. The portrait hangs at The 
Henry Ford in Michigan. (Courtesy of The Henry Ford, Dearborn, Michigan) 

Figure 3. The dateline of a letter dated Oct. 9, 1763, shows John Dun-
canôs ñhandò makes the number ñ3ò quite similar to the ñ3ò postage 
rating on the July 11 letter, which was written by Thomas McIlworth. 

SCHENECTADY, FROM PAGE 3 

clerk, McIlworth.  

     So, what do we know about Duncan? In an 1879 ad-
dress, Schenectady Judge John Sanders described the busi-
nessman and early Schenectady postmaster as follows: 

WƻƘƴ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ {ŎƘŜƴŜŎǘŀŘȅ ƛƴ мтррΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻŦ 
ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǝƭŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘπ
ƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ !ǾŜπ
ƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǊπ
ŎƘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀǘ {ŎƘŜƴŜŎǘŀŘȅΦ {ƻƻƴ ŀƊŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎ tƘȅƴΣ ƻŦ [ƻƴπ
ŘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǿƘƻƭŜǎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ƭŀƪŜǎΦ bƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƳƻǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘƭȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƳǇŜπ

ǘǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǝƭŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŎƘŜƴŜŎǘŀŘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŬǊƳ ƻŦ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ϧ tƘȅƴΦ 

     The prosperity of his house and a robust business rela-
tionship with the wealthy and influential Sir William John-
son convinced Alexander Colden, New Yorkôs postmaster, 
that Duncan being postmaster of Schenectady perfectly fit 
the model of an 18th century British postmaster. 

The Role of Thomas McIlworth 

     Hereôs where Thomas McIlworth, the artist and eventual 
aid to Duncan, comes in. 

     Research published by Schenectady County Historical 
Society Trustee Ona Curran in 2007 provides not only a 
catalog of McIlworthôs colonial portraiture, but details of 
his search for new patrons between his 1757 arrival in New  
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Figure 5. This cover was entered into the mails by Thomas 
McIlworth in his function as postal clerk. He marked the postal 

rate of 3 dwts (pennyweights), but without the symbol looking 
like the very fluid lower case ñdò seen on the July 11 letter.  

York City from Scotland and his migration up the Hudson 
River to his arrival in Schenectady.  

     Intent on becoming a portraitist in his own right, he 
worked among polite society of that town for about five 
years. We have important evidence of McIlworthôs work as 
an artist. 

     First, a copied portrait of Sir William Johnson from a 
lost 1763 original by McIlworth has resided for many years 
at the New York Historical Society Museum and Library. 
Ona Curran's catalog pointed me to  similar-era portrait of 
Duncan by McIlworth that is held by The Henry Ford in 
Dearborn, Michigan [Figure 4]. 

     As the number of potential clients declined, McIlworth 
gradually moved up the Hudson River, eventually arriving 
at Albany and Schenectady, where he developed enough 
commissions to feel comfortable. Somehow, he came to 
live and work in Duncanôs orbit. 

     McIlworth brought to Schenectady a thorough 
knowledge of Madeira wines, popular among Virginia and 
Philadelphia gentry, and friendship with New York wine 
importer Thomas James Newton. His relationships with 
Duncan and Sir William developed when they sat for him, 
Duncan in 1762 and Johnson in 1763.  

     There also is philatelic evidence of McIlworthôs close 
relationship with Duncan, such as from a letter penned July 
30, 1763 by Duncan [Figure 5]. McIlworth marked the 
postal rate of 3 dwts (pennyweights), but without the sym-
bol looking like the very fluid lower case ñdò seen on the 
July 11 letter. It was rated by merchant Duncan in his func-
tion as postmaster.  

     The interior messaging [Figure 6, next page] also fea-

tures McIlworthôs personal addition to his friend, Newton.   

     Duncan closes the letter with the statement ñ... Accept 
of my thanks for your kind letter & in the meantime send 
me two Pipes of the best Madeira you have on as reasona-
ble terms & oblige, Dear Sir, Your Most Obedient Serv-
ant.ò As postal clerk, McIlworth would fold and rate the 
letter as we have seen, but as wine clerk to merchant Dun-
can, McIlworth puts his personal friend-to-friend closure to 
ñDear Jamie.ò 

     That addition impressed me as proof that McIl-
worth acted as more than just a postal clerk to Duncan.  

     Duncan seems in this case as having handed an unsealed 
letter to McIlworth, either knowing or not caring that McIl-
worth would, or might, add a personal note. McIl-
worth basically taught Duncan most of what the latter knew 
about the Madeira trade which Duncan & Phyn was now 
profiting from through Newton.  

     McIlworth also was a resource serving Duncan as a 
clerk in the business. He was still painting portraits, alt-
hough not at a level that could support his wife, who might 
have died in 1766. McIlworth migrated from Schenectady 
to Montreal in 1767, where he died in 1768 or 1769. 

Establishment of Schenectady Post Office 
 
     William Johnson was born about 1715 into a very minor 
noble Irish family. He was retained by his more noble un-
cle, Admiral Peter Warren, to settle and manage Warrenôs 
substantial lands to the west of Schenectady on the Mo-
hawk River. 

     Young Johnson arrived there in 1738, and quickly estab- 

         SCHENECTADY, PAGE 6 
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Figure 6. Here is the full fold-
ed business letter as shown in 
Figure 5. It was written July 
30, 1763, by merchant John 
Duncan during negotiations 
with merchant Thomas New-
ton, the subject being wines 
of the Island of Madeira.  

SCHENECTADY, FROM PAGE 5 

lished himself as a successful trader 
and advisor to the Mohawk people, 
one of the dominant Iroquois na-
tions. 

     Shortly after his arrival, Europe-
an royal conflicts spilled over into 
English and French colonial strife.  

     William quickly organized his 
settlers and Mohawk warriors into a 
small but effective fighting force. 
This strife, under many names, dis-
rupted both communication and 
supply until early 1763 when the 
mature, wealthy and elevated Sir 
William Johnson was finally able to 
turn attention to bringing reliable 
supply and postal service to his 
frontier estate. For both of these, he 
would rely on Duncan 25 miles 
away in Schenectady. With the sup-
port of several influential patroons, 
Sir William was quickly successful. 

     Following his death in July 
1774, Johnsonôs vast accumulation 
of papers and his ñcalendarizedò 
letter books were preserved by pro-
vincial, and later state, govern-
ments. In the 1920s these docu-
ments were catalogued and pub-
lished. Now they are digitized.  

     From Sir William Johnsonôs 
letter book entries of 1763, I ex-
tracted what relates to the establish-
ment of a British post office in 
Schenectady [words and references 
in brackets were added by the state 
librarian for clarity]: 

мтсо [ŜǧŜǊ .ƻƻƪ 

[6.226]  

Feb 14; Schenectady; John Duncan, 
inclosing notice regarding width of 
[mail] carriages [6:223] and draft of a 
memorial for the establishment of a 
post office. 

[6.230] 

Feb 16; Schenectady; John B. Van Eps 
about arrangements for forwarding 
letters. 

[6.242] 

Mar 7; New York; Alexander Colden 
[postmaster], considering postal ser-
vice for benefit of Schenectady [6:226] 
and advising employment of messen-
ger to carry Schenectady and Mohawk 
River mail from and to Albany. 

[7.7] 

Mar 26; Schenectady; John Duncan 
to [Sir William Johnson] on new 
postal arrangement [6:242]. 

[7.17] 

Apr 4; New York; Alexander Colden 
on Schenectady mail service. 

John Duncanôs Service  
as Postmaster 

     Reading Sir William Johnsonôs 
parsing of John Duncanôs three 
letters held by the New York State 
Library at Albany on the subject 
of mail service, convinced me that 
Duncan volunteered himself to 
become postmaster of Schenec-
tady as another service to his big-
gest customer. 

     In 1763, Albany had a post 
office managed by Henry Van 
Schaack, who would lose the 
postage generated by the unpaid 
mail coming into Schenectady and 
its delivery area. So perhaps it 
was not surprising that Sir Wil-
liam dealt with Alexander Colden, 
postmaster of New York City and 
son of Cadwallader Colden, then 
serving his second term as royal 
governor of New York Province 
instead.  

     It took Sir William a scant two 
months to accomplish his objec-
tive, as the first delivery by post 
rider was noted to arrive on April 
3. I have no reason to doubt that 
ñPostmaster Duncanò accommo-
dated postal operations within the 

secure confines of Duncan & Phyn, 
at the northwest corner of streets 
then-named Handelaers (aka Trad-
ers) and Niskayuna. 

     I also have no reason to doubt 
that Schenectadyôs delivery includ-
ed Sir William Johnson Hall, as 
there were complaints about irregu-
larities within the first few years 
that surfaced in Sir Williamôs letter 
books. Albany postmaster Van 
Schaack replied to one criticism by 
return letter of Feb. 24, 1766, say-
ing the irregularities resulted when 
letters posted at Schenectady ar-
rived at Albany after the post rider 
had left for New York; that he de-
tains those letters for the next post 
and should not be held responsible. 

     The Sir William Johnson papers 
also provide insight into the ques-
tion of how long the Duncan post-
mastership lasted. In 1767, letters 
from both James Phyn and John 
Duncan arrived at different times 
indicating that their partnership 
could, or would, be dissolved. On 
November 6, 1767, Duncan 
ñretiredò from Duncan & Phyn, 
which emerged as Phyn, Ellice and 
Company with Alexander Ellice 
joining in partnership with James 
Phyn and bringing along his four 
younger brothers. Whether this was 
the end of Duncanôs appointment, 
or his ability to operate a post of-
fice, is unclear. 

     Duncan migrated to New York 
in 1755 as a lieutenant in the 44th 
Regiment of Foot. It was not until 
1761 that he left the army and en-
tered commerce. He remained loyal 
to the Crown.  

     While the 1765 Stamp Act grad-
ually built ñCause of Libertyò vs. 
ñLoyal to the Crownò tensions that 
eventually produced Revolutionary 
Reality, one thing John Duncan did 
was to purchase a tavern from 
Charles Doyle in about 1772 locat-
ed near a British military barracks 
on then-Niskayuna Street. We all 
know that in provincial times a tav-
ern was the first place you would 
expect to find letters waiting to be 
picked up for the price of a pint of 
ale. Knowing that King Georgeôs 
postal presence in the American 
colonies were fated to be shut down 
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in full by December 31, 
1775, Iôm left wondering 
whether Duncanôs tavern 
might have been its last 
gasp. 

     About the Author: Bob 
Bramwell was born in Sche-
nectady. When his 1957 in-
terest in stamp collecting 
was satisfied in 2006 he saw 
one letter meant to be carried 
from a school teacher in the 
trenches outside Petersburg, 
Virginia in 1864 to his wife 
in Potsdam, New York that 
was mistakenly bagged to 
Schenectady and so marked 
when it got there. Cover 
contents became his postal 
history focus and you all 
have been asked to live with 
it in every one of his Excel-
sior! articles since then. Bob 
can be reached at  
rbramwell@nc.rr.com. 
 

Authorôs Notes  

and Resources 

ñSir William Johnson, 1st 
Baronet, American Colo-
nistò (last updated 2018), 
editors of Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica. Sir William John-
son, 1st Baronet, (born 1715, 
Smithtown, County Meath, 
Ireland ï died July 11, 1774 
near Johnstown, N.Y.), pio-
neer in the Mohawk Valley, 
New York, whose service as 
colonial superintendent of 
Indian affairs was largely 
responsible for keeping the 
Iroquois neutral and even 
friendly to the British in the 
latter stages of the struggle 
with the French for control 
of North America [which 
ended Feb. 1763]. 

ñHistory of the county of 
Schenectady, N.Y., from 
1662 to 1886ò (1886), by 
George R. Howell and John 
H. Munsell, assisted by local 
writers. W.W. Munsell.  

ñThomas McIlworth, Colo-
nial New York Portrait 
Painter,ò (2007), by Ona 
Curran; Art Book Press. 

ñCalendar of the Sir William 
Johnson Manuscripts in the 
New York State Li-
braryò (1906), Richard E. 
Day, Compiler, New York 
State Education Department. 

This well-traveled cover was mailed November 18, 1857 from Troy to Rock City Mills, about 
32 miles away in Saratoga County. Eventually, the cover wound up much farther away in the 
Midwest and traveled once again back to Saratoga County. 

Turned Cover Takes 
An Unusual Trip 

als were easy to eliminate, 
but interestingly, three 
men remained as good 
candidates. One was born 
in Rock City Falls and is 
buried in Greenridge 
Cemetery, Saratoga 
Springs. The other two are 
buried in the Rock City 
Falls Cemetery. They  are 
Cyrus Kilmer, Chauncey 
Kilmer and Charles 
Kilmer. It seems possible 
that these three men were 
related to each other. 

     Find-A-Grave offers 
very little information for 
Cyrus, only reporting he 
was born in 1811, died on 
August 15 in an unknown 
year and is buried in the 
Rock City Falls. 

     Chauncey Kilmer has 
quite a bit more infor-
mation. He was born 
March 23, 1816 in Rock 
City Falls and died No-
vember  11,  1901.  He  is 
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Turned Coverôs 

Total Mileage 

Trip 1: Troy to Rock 

City Mills: 32 miles 

Trip 2: Chapin, Iowa to 

Rock City Falls: 1,158 

miles 

Total: 1,190 miles 
Mileage based on current 

mileage per MapQuest 

By Jim Petersen 

Here is the tale of an 
unusual turned cover that 
took a long trip, both in 
its mileage and the time 
interval before its reuse 
and return trip New York 
state. 

     This coverôs journey 
began in November 
1857. The buff-colored 
envelope from George F. 
Nesbitt & Co. with the 
embossed 3-cent red 
Washington carries a 32-
millimeter circular date 
cancel of Nov. 18 from 
Troy, N.Y.   

     The cover is ad-
dressed to C. Kilmer, 
Rock City Mills, Sarato-
ga County, New York. 
Rock City Mills was an 
early name for Rock City 
Falls. The Rock City 
Mills Post Office was in 
existence from Aug. 16, 
1849   to  June  18,  1860 

after which the name 
changed to Rock City 
Falls, which is still in 
operation. 

     We can only specu-
late as to who wrote the 
letter or its contents that 
originated from Troy. 
By using the internet 
and the website Find-A-
Grave, I hoped to identi-
fy the recipient, C. 
Kilmer. Using my pa-
rameters, I found five 
possible individuals 
linked to this intriguing 
cover.  

     Two  of the individu- 
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Figure 1. A large sheet ï shown here at half  size ï comprised two pages of correspondence. It was 
folded and sent on March 19, 1834 from the Caribbean via schooner.  

Mail From the Caribbean Carries an Earliest Known Use 
By Charles J. DiComo, PhD 

This interesting oversized 19th-century cover 

[Figure 1] originated in the Caribbean and includes an 
earliest known use cancellation. 
 
     The letter penned on paper the size of a modern 
giftbox ï thatôs 14İ inches by almost 12 inches when 
fully opened ï was written over two pages on March 
19, 1834 by Isabella Naylor at Saint Barthelemy Is-
land  (St. Barts), the  Caribbean, to  the Rev. F. Leidil,  

of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.  
 
     Ms. Naylor is responding to some previous corre-
spondence in which she offers thanks for an 
ñesteemed favour,ò which may include support of ña 
darling child in a strange countryò [Figure 2]. Inten-
tions of a trip to the States is mentioned. 
 
     The stampless cover [Figure 3] started its journey 
to the United States on the same day it was written 
when it was dispatched aboard the schooner James 
Hooper. The letter arrived on April 1, about two 
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Figure 2. Below, 
part of the contents 
of the letter, written 
by a woman, thanks     
a minister in Penn-
sylvania for his 
help. Figure 3, at 
right, the business 
part of the folded 
lettersheet. It is 

addressed to Beth-
lehem, Pennsylva-
nia, and was trans-
ported by ship from 
St. Bartôs to New 
York City harbor. 
Folded, it is 5İ 

inches by 3 inches. 

Figure 5. A sweet note is included about a child in 
the letter from St. Bartôs. 

Figure 4. A second cover ï this one from New York City ad-
dressed to Augusta, Georgia ï shows the same date from New 
York City as the letter from St. Bartôs. Both use ñAPLò as the 
abbreviation for April.  

weeks later, according to a shipping report published 
by the New York Commercial Advertiser. 
 
     Upon arrival in New York City Harbor, the ship 
captain brought any mail he carried, including this 
letter from Naylor, to the Post Office as his first ac-
tion.  
 
     The postal clerk added a 30-millimeter circular 
date cancel in red of ñNEW YORK / APL 1ò along 
with the handstamp ñSHIP,ò indicating an incoming 
ship letter. The clerk denoted postage due of 14İ 
cents at upper right, which included 12İ cents inland 
postage, for the 80 to 150 miles from NYC to Bethle-
hem, plus a 2-cent incoming ship fee. 
 
     The  month use  of ñAPLò  for  April,  instead of  

 APR, is an earliest known use of this abbreviation. 
 
     There is handwritten docketing by the recipient at  
upper left of ñ[Ms.] Naylor / Apr 4 1834 / and 16 ð ò 
The paper is watermarked with a clear ñWEBSTER / 
1828.ò 
 
     Unrelated to this cover from St. Bartôs is another 
use of the APL month from New York on a cover to 
Augusta, Georgia [Figure 4].  
 
     Who were the people linked to this cover and letter 
of concern from St. Bartôs? ñPlease take her size with 
a string that I may know how tall she has grown,ò Ms. 
Naylor writes [Figure 5]. 
 
     A search online came up with almost no infor-
mation on the Rev. F. Leidil or Isabella Naylor. How-
ever, there were a couple of links to the Rev. C.F. 
Leidel, of the Moravian Seminary for Young Ladies at 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, including a letter written to 
him in 1830. Could this reverend be the same person? 
More investigation needed. 
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The same cover as shown on Page 7 four years later made its way from Iowa to Rock 
City Mills ï now called Rock City Falls ï in Saratoga County. 

TROY, FROM PAGE 7 

buried in Greenridge Cemetery, 
Saratoga Springs. He married Mary 
Jane Ashman in 1840, the union of 
which led to four sons and one 
daughter. There is an obituary writ-
ten by The Saratogian newspaper 
that is included with his Find-A-
Grave entry if any readers wish to 
learn more about Chauncey. 

     The final possible candidate is 
Charles Kilmer. He was born in 
1828 and died in 1903, no day or 
month was given for his birth or 
death. He, too, is buried in the 
Rock City Falls Cemetery. He was 
married to Julia Parks with at least 
one child born to the union.  

     Of the three candidates, Iôm 
leaning toward Chauncey as the C. 
Kilmer the Troy cover is addressed 
to based on some of the infor-
mation that follows. 

     Sorry New Yorkers, but the 
turned (Chapin) side of the cover 
was the reason for me to bid on and 
purchase this cover, being a native 
Iowan, the president of the Iowa 
Postal History Society and a collec-
tor specializing in Iowa covers 
bearing stamps of the 1851-57 is-
sue.  

     The other side of the cover is 
even uglier than the Troy side. At 
the top, in manuscript is ñChapin 
Iowa, March 11th 1861.ò This is a 
little less than 3İ years since it had 
left Troy. The postage was paid by 
an 1857 3-cent Washington perfo-
rated stamp. It is addressed to Mr. 
A.D. Grenell, Rock City Falls, Sa-
ratoga County, New York. The in-
dent from the embossed Washing-
ton that paid the original postage is 
clearly visible at top left. 

     Chapin is small town in the 
northern part of Franklin County, in 
north-central Iowa. It was platted in 
1858 by Josiah B. Grinnell who 
founded the town of Grinnell. He 
named Chapin for his wifeôs maid-
en name. A post office was estab-
lished there on February 29, 1860, 
a little more than a year before this 
letter was sent. Today it has a pop-
ulation of less than 100.  

     Again, with the aid of Find-A-
Grave, A.D. Grenell  can be identi- 

fied as Alvah Denison Grenelle. He was born May 6, 1799, in Greenfield, 
Saratoga County and died March 23, 1885, in Rock City Falls, with burial 
in the Grenell Road Cemetery, Milton Center, Saratoga County. The Sa-
ratogian of March 26, 1885, had a short notice of his death showing his 
name as Alvah D. Grenell (also spelled Grenelle). He was married to Eli-
za Keeler Grenelle. They had seven children, but it is the sixth child, Ed-
ward Chauncy Grenelle, that I feel is important to this narrative.  

     Find-A-Grave again offers information about Edward Chauncey Gre-
nelle. He was born July 16, 1837 in Milton, Saratoga County. He died 
January 6, 1914, in Hampton, Franklin County, Iowa. He is buried in the 
Hampton Cemetery. Hampton, located near the center of the county, is 
the county seat for Franklin County. He was married to Linnie Alice High 
Grenelle in 1882 and they had at least two children. 

     Part of a short obituary at the website mentions that Edward Chauncey 
Grenelle came to Hampton in 1878, was active in municipal affairs and 
even served as mayor at one time, although I cannot find when he served. 
Prior to coming to Hampton it could be assumed that he lived somewhere 
near Chapin at least in 1861. Is it possible that his father, Alvah Grenell, 
knew Chauncey Kilmer and named his son Edward Chauncey in part af-
ter his acquaintance from New York?  

     Again, itôs hard to tell where the cover originally sent from Troy resid-
ed for nearly 3İ years before its return journey from Chapin. It would 
seem possible that Edward Chauncey took it with him when he moved to 
Iowa, but why? We can guess at some of the letterôs likely content. Ed-
ward, in writing to his father, would be informing him about his health, 
weather conditions in Iowa and, if heôs farming, details about livestock or 
what kind of crops heôs putting in. A lot of my Iowa letters from this 
time, 1861 and in winter or spring would tell how the sleighing has been. 

     This cover has hopefully found its final resting place; with me.   

     Note: My thanks to Dr. Charles DiComo for pointing out this cover, for New 
York postal historians and for my Iowa gem of New York-Iowa postal history. I 
also would like to thank Charles for supplying the information on Rock City 
Mills and Rock City Falls. 

     About the Author: Jim Petersen is a retired Iowa pharmacist now living in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. He is the president of the Iowa Postal History Society 
and a frequent contributor to the groupôs quarterly, the Bulletin. His main col-
lecting interest is early Iowa postal history from its territorial era up through the 
1869 issue. He has a strong emphasis on the 3-cent 1851 imperf and 1857 perfo-
rated issues used in Iowa as well as Civil War patriotic covers used out in Iowa.  
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Figure 1. A cover 

from educator 

Hannah Hodge-

man, of Saratoga 

Springs, dated Oc-

tober 27, 1846. 

Hodgeman sent a 

letter to Sarah 

Armstrong, a po-

tential student in 

Jerusalem, Virgin-

ia. The rate of 10 

cents to send a let-

ter more than 300 

miles is shown by 

the large manu-

script numerals in 

red ink. 

 

Stampless Covers Gush with Potential 

Figure 2.   

Hannah        

Hodgeman 

wrote a second 

letter to Ms. 

Armstrong 18 

months later, 

on May 6, 

1848. It has 

similar mark-

ings as the 

1846 letter, 

though the 

rate of ñ10ò is 

now in purple 

ink. Both were 

serviced by 

Saratoga 

Springs Post-

master Thom-

as J. Marvin. 

aŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ {ŀǊŀǘƻƎŀ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ  
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǎƭƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴǘŜōŜƭƭǳƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ   

By Mark Fonda 

     How many ways can correspondence from days 

gone by touch a postal historian? Oh, so many, as 

demonstrated by the two similar covers that illustrate 

this article.  

     The covers certainly link to postal and local history 

and 19th century education in the United States. But 

by looking closely at the contents we find much more, 

including sentiments of true friendship over many 

miles, the professionalism and possible desperation of  

running a business, a specialized writing method 

meant to conserve paper and save on postage costs, 

threads to a famous pre-Civil War race rebellion, 

womenôs issues and a contemporary link to a lauded 

woman educator who was later celebrated on a mod-

ern postage stamp. 

    Thatôs a lot to find in a couple of common-looking 

covers from a small 1840s village! 

   Letôs start with the covers shown here [Figure 1, 2]. 

                    SARATOGA, PAGE 12 
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Figure 3. The 1846 letter from Hannah Hodgeman to 

Ms. Armstrong. Hodgeman wrote the letter in blue ink 

a four-page attached stationery. The letter was folded,  

addressed and was intended to be sent as a folded 

stampless letter. Below, the start of the letter with a 

fold and additional manuscript above it.  

SARATOGA, FROM PAGE 11 

     We have two stampless covers ï dated Oct. 29, 

1846 and May 6, 1848 ï in identical script with enclo-

sures of folded letters and commercial circulars. Both 

were sent by Miss Hannah Hodgeman, from Saratoga 

Springs, north of Albany. Both are addressed to Miss 

Sarah J. Armstrong, of Jerusalem, Southampton Coun-

ty, Virginia. 

          Thomas J. Marvin, who the Hodgeman sisters 

name as a reference, is known as the Saratoga Springs 

postmaster from May 15, 1843 to Oct. 14, 1849. 

Marvin applied circular date cancels 1ı inches in di-

ameter in blue to both letters. Using the same manu-

script, Marvin added the rates of ñ10ò at upper right to 

show the amount of postage paid on both covers. The 

postage paid accommodates a distance of more than 

300 miles. The ink is in red on the earlier cover and in 

purple on the 1848 cover. 

There are remnants of wax seals on the flaps of each 

envelope. 

     Now, the true unraveling begins of these simple 

covers. Letôs start with a few of the obvious things we 

 can learn from the letters and enclosed leaflets.  

     The 1846 coverôs contents include four pages of a 

letter on blank cream paper 7 inches by 9İ inches and 

includes a full address to Ms. Armstrong in the center 

of one of these pages. Clearly it was intended to go 

through the mail as a lettersheet. Instead, though, it 

was placed in an envelope along with the enclosure ï 

a professionally printed description of the Hodgeman 

sistersô new Boarding and Day School for Young La-

dies. Perhaps with the school opening just a few days 

hence, this flier had just come off the press, necessi-

tating the envelope [Figure 3]. 

    Hannah  Hodgeman  and  her  sister, Nancy, had 

recently moved with their parents from Stillwater in 

the southeast corner of Saratoga County on the Hud-

son River about 15 miles northwest to the ñdelightful 

villageò of Saratoga Springs, writes Hannah in the 

first letter.  


