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History and Technology of the
American Paper Industry
in the 1800s

T

Eight-frame exhibit presents the history and technology of the American paper industry during the
ry. Its goal is to provide the viewer an education regarding the activities of people and places as

in cards and letters.

ibit represents the final century when paper was made from rags, the “Rag Paper Era.” The mate-
ted is postal history and private express mails. Emphasis is placed on centers of paper-making,
ical advances, and paper mills. This is also a travel log, following industry growth from its roots in the

states to the far western reaqhesbf the country.
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90 hzi‘ildmade paper mills and was a net importer of paper from

C ¢ 1820s and 1830s paper machine technology was transferred from
nd to America, so efarious means. By mid-century America out-produced both England and
tury the U.S.A. had roughly 1200 paper mills and was the leading
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originally made by hand from linen rags. although by 1820 linen faded
Commercial paper machines (ie. Cylinder machine) were first intro-
e manufacturing began in 1828, and the Fourdrinier came to dominate the ; .
roduced in 1840 and commercial bleaching in 1845. Wood-pulp paper was
‘more technical advances were required before it eventually dominated the
into decline, eventually becoming obsolete in 1900. (see timeline below)
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students of American Philately should note that manufacturers of
ery papers are identified by pages with [black boarders.|An index
cal developments is provided on the final page.
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10: Boston.
11: Connecticut & New England
2 Papers

and the Mid-West




Rag Paper Industry

1 the local area was orga-
e County, Massachusetts,
carried rag collections of

were distributed to area

A ringfield N.J.” Manuscript “25
ng 90 to 125 miles. Note: The letter
/2 cents, how ever under the 1814
g this letter 25 cents. The ad-

erfluous.
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ne and t ,' tons of black rags, same as
‘them? If so please let me know, and



1.3 Rag Depot in West Stockbridge, Mass.

(left) Thomas
Hurlbut, postmas-
ter of South Lee
(1827-1848). (from
Postal History of
Berkshire County
Massachusetts
1790-1981).

(right) Ream label
depicting South
Lee  mulUEE S he
Hurlbut was one of
the principal own-
ers in partnership
with Charles
Owen.

(Below): SFL to South Lee, Mass. Manuscript 'FREE,” T. Hurlbut PM So. Lee

Ms. (3c postmaster privilege).
/“‘
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Content: “I am informed there is 38 sacks of rags at the depot in W.
Stockbridge for us.” Thomas Hurlbut, Postmaster South Lee, Mass. No-
vember 2, 1842. (also see page 1.4)



Mass. Red Lansingboro, NY 28mm CDC Feb. 1
0) representing FREE (3-ct postmaster privilege).
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The Ames Cylinder Machine

achine manufacture in the U.S. began in 1822 when John
eled to London to purchase the rights to the Dickinson paper
Letters concerning the Ames machine, and other related mill
t and their patents are rare.

n and his brother David erected five (5) paper machines at their plant

1th Hadley, Mass., and thereafter built additional paper machines for
to other mills around the country. These were called the Ames ma-
> because they were built under patent. Most letters from D&J Ames
ate from the experimental Watershops Mill in Springfield Mass., where
f nak equipment was built and tested.

e to Ware Mass. Black Holyoke duplex with cork killer,
een 1871. The corner card indicates the sender was
which is located just across the Connecticut River



e you one hundred and fifty dollars for our
‘engine mill and two hundred for a two engine.
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(Below] Single circular to South

Lee Mass. Red Hartford Ct. Jan 11
(1837) 30mm CDC. Red ‘pointing
hand /PAID’ and manuscript 10
(cents) for mail travelling between
30 and 80m1.. A second, inverted,
‘pointing hand Paid’ with pencil
mark ‘N 10’ indicating payment for
a bundle of ten such flyers sent to
same local. (Note: Ten (10) paper
mills in the region recelved this
mrcularj
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“Collect 6-cents” Private express
anuscript in pencil “8 cts” due on
carrier fee in Boston.

November .
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