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POSTER STAMPS PROMOTED DRAMA FESTIVAL

By Bob Bramwell

B efore the advent of flash mobs,
organizations publicized their
activities by means of print: bill-
boards, posters, and newspaper
ads. Philately was used as well
because of the long history of ad-
vertising on envelopes and the
issuance of postage stamps coor-
dinated with events of national im-
portance, starting with the 1893
Columbian Exposition.

The Schenectady Chamber of
Commerce and Union College Dra-
ma club got into the act with a poster
stamp promotion for the 1936 festi-
val highlighting Margaret Anglin in
the role of Mrs. Malaprop in Richard
Sheridan’s 1775 comedy, The Rivals.

This intact booklet of six rou-
letted panes of four stamps per page
clearly illustrates the importance
given to the then-simple act of letter
writing in the days before email.
EDITOR’S NOTES

tﬁ Our Freiexos:1 know you foel, as T do, that the Mohawk Drama Fes-
tival is something peculiarly vur ovn. It is already a vital part of Union Cal-
and o but to realize its full potentialities requires your help.

y we ask you
5o doing you will assist in publicizing the

mail?
Festival in a very practical and worthwhile manner.
You will also thereby help to assure jts eontinued
success and make it a Mecca for the pation,

Thank you,

PREGIDERT

to affix the enclosed poster stamps on your outgoing

Schenectady Chamber of Commarce

\
|

THE 1936 MOHAWK DRAMA FESTIVAL
July Zist o August 29th—Open-air Theatre—Union College Campus
Mr. and Mrs. Coburn
and their distinguished professional enmpany In six notable plays
Margaret Anglin
will appear ns Mre. Malaprop in “The Rivals" and other stars
will appear in ather plays.

Mate: For further information write 1o Mohawk Drama Festival
Union College, Sehenectady, N, Y., or Phone: Schenectady 2-4000

Sote

The stamps contained herein can be placed on letterhends, and any-
where on etivelopes of outgoing mail where it will not be confused
with the U, 5 Government potage stamp or interlere with the

address.

Additional booklets ean be seeured by addressing 1 postal card 10 the

Moiawk Deasa Festivar, Usion Cotiece, SciEspcrany
ok TELEPHONE SCHENECTADY 2-4000

The Chamber of Commerce was active in many philatelic promotions, often in association
with the Schenectady Stamp Club. The Union College festival was established in 1934 by
Charles Coburn and his first wife, actress Ivah Wills, who died a year after the 1936 festival.
The Coburns supervised, directed, and acted in some of the productions. The six 1936
productions included Shakespeare’s Macheth and Moliere’s The Imaginary Invalid. Other
playwrights represented included poet Edgar Lee Masters and George Ade.

After Ivah’s death, Coburn — a rotund character with a monocle — began a 22-year

Hollywood film career at age 60.
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