Meets at 8 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays at the
Sawdust Café, New York State Agricultural Experiment Station,
except for second Wednesdays only in January and February

Membership info: George McGowan
PO Box 482, E. Schodack, NY 12063-0482
geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com, 518-479-4396

James Darnell, 136 Lock St., Clyde, NY 14433-1117
jdarnell@rochester.rr.com, 315-923-7355
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Are You Interested in History?

Members Gather for Picnic

By David Przepiora

n July 27 club members gathered once
more at High Spring Farm in Phelps
for our annual picnic as guests of John and
Virginia Bourke. After enjoying a good meal
and good conversation with friends, everyone
gathered for our traditional Anything Auction.
Members bring items to be auctioned and all
proceeds go to the club. Jim Snow did a great
Auctioneer Jim Snow in Action
job as auctioneer for the second year in a row.
Former Member Dies: In June members learned of the death of former member Janet Salone of Geneva. She will be deeply missed.
Paper Features Club: On July 3, the Finger Lakes Times featured our club in nearly a fullpage article. This precipitated many stamp donations from the readers for our youth activities. Also, as a result of the article, we welcomed a new member, Jason Blowers of Geneva.
First Day Covers: We have produced new cacheted first day covers for the Mark Twain,
Owney, and Merchant Marine stamps. The Mark Twain and Owney covers are available
by sending $2 for each cover and an 44-cent No. 10 sase to Jim Darnell, 136 Lock St., Clyde,
NY 14433-1117. The Merchant Marine FDC
consists of a set of four covers. They are
available by sending $7 and a 64-cent No.
10 sase to the same address.
We are planning future covers for the
Edward Hopper stamp in the American
Treasures series and the Vanishing Wildlife semi-postal.
◾
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re you interested in history? Would you like
to combine your interest in
stamps with history, maybe
your local history? Then
postal history is what you
are seeking.
The possibilities are many.
Local history collections can
include advertising, cancels,
commercial mail, meters,
permits, expositions, hotels,
bank markings, railroads
and much more.
I returned to stamp colNew Web Site
lecting about 25 years ago Empire State Postal History Society has established a new
and soon was enjoying the web site at www.esphs.us.
hobby. I came across an auction lot of Buffalo stampless covers and bought them. I was hooked on postal history. I
soon joined the Empire State Postal History Society and the local group of cover collectors invited me to one of their meetings. It was interesting to hear them talk about and
exchange information on postal and local history.
New Officers
At the last annual meeting of the ESPHS I was elected president, along with Keith Bantz
as vice president. Reëlected were George Dekornfeld, treasurer, and George McGowan,
secretary. New directors are Frank Braithwaite, Alan Parsons, and Heather Sweeting.
The Empire State Postal History Society is an all volunteer, non-profit organization
open to all collectors, in particular those interested in the postal history of New York
State. We offer a society news bulletin published quarterly, Excelsior our journal of New
York postal history published semiannually, members’ auctions, an awards program,
publications at members pricing, and a chance to interact with other collectors.
Visit us at www.esphs.us or e-mail me for an application at djprze@hotmail.com. ◾
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