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The Hobart Post Office as it appeared c. 1912 when this postcard showing the main district was 

mailed. The post office is in the building at the right with its sign the lowest one below that of the 

Hobart Shoe Store.  The village had a population of about 550 from 1890 to 1910. 

Howdy from Hobart 
By George DeKornfeld 

     A little more than two years ago, I moved 

west from Ancramdale near the borders of Con-

necticut and Massachusetts to a more manageable

-sized dwelling, a log home in the heart of Dela-

ware County’s marvelously scenic Catskill 

Mountains. As a consequence, unless some jaw-

dropping cover happens along, stories from my 

former home – which I dubbed Columbia County 

Corner – are most likely now a thing of the past. 

     I suddenly have before me a brand spanking 

new field of postal history to search out for study, 

a happy circumstance all fellow collectors should 

be able to appreciate and relate to: the anticipa-

tion of a new subject to 

explore. 

     I’m now one of the 

400-or-so permanent 

residents of Hobart, in 

the town of Stamford, a 

bucolic village incorpo-

rated back in 1888, to-

day known for its 

bookstores, antique deal-

ers, waterfalls and working farms, an altogether 

delightful confluence of small-town eye-candy. (I 

take a closer look at Stamford on Page 12.) 
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     From the Editor: Greetings all. This September issue 
has some changes in layout and design, but the content – 
offered by you, the members – remains interesting, scholar-
ly, informative and entertaining. It’s also diverse. 
     Our cover story looks at the history – postal and other-
wise – of a small community in the Catskills. We have sur-
veys on handcancels and the use of 1869 pictorial stamps  

on Long Island. Plus, dead letters and much more. 
     I urge all members to take part in the publication. We 
need short and long articles. The recent edition of the soci-
ety Bulletin has some guidelines for writing. We will create 
a more formal guideline and place it on social media. If 
you’re not sure of an idea, feel free to drop me a line. 
Happy collecting!                                                  Jeff Stage  
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Wanted: Depression Era 4-Bar Handstamps (Type E) 

A short-lived type of handcancel moved the placement of the state name within the circle 

 

 

 

Figure 1: A hand-
cancel from the 
1920s (left) in which 
the killer bars are 
not squared at the 
ends and the state 
abbreviation is at the 
bottom. Below, is an 
example of the new 
handcancel from 
Harkness in Clinton 
County. It was dis-
continued on August 
21, 1933.  

By Glenn A. Estus 

     In August or September 1930, 
the Post Office Department intro-
duced a drastically new design in 4-
bar handstamp postmarks, accord-
ing to A Catalog of Non-standard 
US Postmarks, 1900-1971. These 
handstamps were in use in some 
places to the mid-1950s, but can be 
elusive in a philatelic search.  

     The catalog by Doug DeRoest 
and Randy Stehle is a good source 
for postmark information. The cata-
log, which is more than 300 pages, 
is only available as an e-book and 
found online at http://
content.yudu.com/Library/A1eeyk/
ACatalogueofNonstand/
resources/58.htm. 

     Unlike the Type D 4-bars, these 
new marks – termed herein Type E, 
which are also known as Depres-
sion-era 4 bars – are readily identi-
fiable for several obvious reasons: 

     On the Type E, dial diameters 
became somewhat smaller (30-to-
31 millimeters vs. 31-to-32 mm), 
killer bars became shorter and 
thicker (2-to-2.5 mm) with a verti-
cal span of 18-to-19 mm and have 
ends that are squared off nearest the 
postmark dial, according to the cat-
alog.  

     The most readily identifiable 
design characteristic, however, is 
that for the first time both the town 
and state names are displayed in a 
full arc across the inside top of the 
dial [Figure 1]. Prior to this, just 
the town name was at the top and 
the state was inside the bottom of 
the circle.  

     Five varieties of lettering style 
are known to exist: two versions of 
sans serif and three varieties of serif 
ranging from Roman to Frontier 
fonts have been reported.  

     The lettering fonts used in the 

cancels are Frontier, a large serif 
font, a small serif font, a small 
block font and a large block font.  

     The period of distribution for 
Type E 4-bars was only was only 
about nine months and was con-
cluded in June 1931.  

     Although I only collect Type 4 
E Depression-era hand cancels 
from New York and Vermont I 
decided to keep a listing of such 
cancels, including scans, of any 
that I found from other states and 
territories. As of early 2020 I have 
a database of almost 2,500 such 
post offices. I assume there are 
many more and I have contacted 
state postal historians to help me.  

     My main sources have been 
eBay listings and websites, such as 
those developed by Jim Forte and 

Doubleday Postal History, as well 
as the compact discs published by 
the Post Mark Collectors Club 
(www.postmarks.org). I have ob-
tained screen shots of most of the 
listed cancels.   

     Another source of New York 
Depression-era cancels has been 
the compact disc that Gerald 
Wiley, a longtime member of the 
Empire State Postal History Socie-
ty, sent to society members many 
years ago. 

     Perhaps the best online source  

                                 Handstamps, Page  6 

See list of New York  

 Depression-era 4-bar 

handstamps,  

next two pages. 

http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1eeyk/ACatalogueofNonstand/resources/58.htm
http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1eeyk/ACatalogueofNonstand/resources/58.htm
http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1eeyk/ACatalogueofNonstand/resources/58.htm
http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1eeyk/ACatalogueofNonstand/resources/58.htm
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New York Depression-Era 

Handcancels 

Post Office  Earliest Seen  Latest Seen 

Adams Basin  Jan 16, 1939  

Altona                 Dec 6, 1933  

Ancramdale           Nov 9, 1935  

Appleton Jan 10, 1939  

Aquebogue Jul 27, 1935  

Atlantic Beach Sep 2, 1931  

Auriesville Jul 5, 1940  

Barrytown Aug 5, 1932  

Bedford May 10, 1934  

Beerston  Apr 7, 1933 Nov 2, 1933 

Bellona Mar 2, 1936 Apr 21, 1938 

Bliss Sep 8, 1931 Mar 12, 1935 

Bloomingdale Dec 9, 1933  

Carle Place Aug 8, 1932 Dec 8, 1932 

Caywood Apr 12, 1932  

Centerport Aug 3, 1935  

Chadwicks Apr 17, 1934  

Cheektowaga Mar 20, 1933  

Chelsea Aug 19, 1939  

Comstock Mar 14, 1931  

Coreys Aug 6, 1931 Dec 28, 1945 

Craigsville May 20, 1932  

Crittenden Dec 31, 1945  

Darien Apr 27, 1936 Jan 31, 1940 

Davenport Center Nov 2, 1931 Feb 7, 1935 

Deer River Jun 16, 1932  

Denmark Mar 24, 1931 Dec 22, 1939 

Duane Aug 10, 1934  

Dunraven Jun 30, 1945  

Eagle Nest Sep 22, 1943 Jul 18, 1944 

Earlton Jun 16, 1932 Sep 30, 1932 

East Branch ??????  

East Creek Nov 15, 1935  

East Springfield ??????  

Elma Apr 7, 1933  

Fabius ??????  

Farmersville Station  Jul 20, 1932  

Fernwood Feb 22, 1933 Sep 9, 1936 

Fine Mar 20, 1931 Apr 29, 1935 

Forest Jan 28, 1939 Jan 22, 1946 

Fort Ticonderoga Apr 1, 1932 Jan 22, 1934 

Galway Oct 13, 1933 Oct 19, 1942 

Goldenbridge Mar 1, 1934  

Great Bend Jun 3, 1931 

Green Lake                        Jul 15, 1931  

Greenlawn                         Aug 24, 1937  

Beerston in Delaware County seems to have modified its can-
cel for President Franklin Roosevelt’s signing of the act (April 
7, 1933) legalizing the sale of 3.2 percent beer. 

 High Falls in Ulster County used a time signa-
ture in its cancel. 

Houghton in Allegany County  had space for a 
time signature but didn’t use it on this date. 

Hubbardsville in Madison County has serif letters in the 
cancel. 
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Post Office    Earliest Seen Latest Seen  

Grieg  Apr 25, 1935  

Halcott Center Jan 29, 1932 Jan 30, 1934 

Harkness  Aug 31, 1933 

Harpersfield Oct 30, 1934 Jun 6, 1936 

Helmuth Apr 21, 1933  

High Falls  Nov 1, 1932 Mar 7, 1934 

High Hill Beach Sep 15, 1939  

Hoosick Jul 4, 1931   

Houghton Jun 30, 1931 Jan 11, 1934 

Hubbardsville   Apr 18, 1932 Sep 6, 1932 

Ionia Jul 26, 1935  

Irona Nov 7, 1933 Nov 16, 1937 

Jewett Dec 23, 1931 Mar 20, 1935 

Johnson Apr 8, 1935 Aug 10, 1942 

Jordanville Aug 2, 1934  

Keene Jan 25, 1932 Jun 17, 1935 

King Ferry May 3, 1934  

Kitchawan Apr 21, 1938  

LaGrangeville Feb 25, 1935  

Lawtons ?????  

Leonardsville Apr 3, 1935  

Lexington Jul 18, 1933 Mar 5, 1935 

Linlighgo Oct 19, 1932  

Livonia Center Dec 31, 1940  

Manorville Jun 20, 1935 Aug 12, 1935 

Marcy Jan 8, 1932 Aug 8, 1933 

Masonville May 9, 1935  

Memphis Dec 23, 1931  

Mendon Mar 5, 1936  

Meridan Nov 25, 1935  

Middle Falls Sep 21, 1934  

Miller Place Sep 22, 1934  

Minerva Feb 7, 1938  

Minoa Jan 6, 1933  

Moriah Center Jul 5, 1932  

Mountainville Aug 18, 1936  

Nelsonville Mar 27, 1946  

New Hampton   Jun 18, 1932  

New Russia Feb 25, 1932 Jul 17, 1934 

New Russia Feb 25, 1932 Jul 17, 1934 

Niskayuna Jul 4, 1932 Jul 20, 1940 

North Chili Nov 15, 1932  

Oak Beach Aug 8, 1945  

Oaks Corners Jul 11, 1932 Jun 23, 1934 

Old Westbury Dec 23, 1937  

  

Post Office                    Earliest Seen           Latest Seen 

Onoville             Jun 20, 1945  

Oramel   Oct 3, 1931  

Panama   Jul 12, 1935 Apr 20, 1938 

Parishville   Apr 22, 1932  

Penfield   Jun 29, 1933  

Piercefield   Apr 16, 1932  

Poplar Ridge  Apr 11, 1933  

Preble   Mar 19, 1932  

Quaker Bridge  Feb 19, 1933  

Red House   Aug 26, 1932  

Rexville    Jul 22, 1935  

Richville   Nov 6, 1933  

Saint Regis Falls  Oct 1, 1932 Jun 8, 1937 

Saint Remy  Dec 23, 1931  

Saltaire   Sep 4, 1933 Jul 4, 1934 

Seaford   Jul 2, 1932  

Sloansville   Mar 13, 1933 Mar 14, 1933 

Sloatsburg   Nov 12, 1931 Jul 2, 1934 

South Schodack  Aug 13, 1946  

South Westerloo  Aug 22, 1934  

Spragueville  Dec 8, 1933  

Stafford   Jul 7, 1932  

Stamfordville  May 1, 1934 Jul 17, 1937 

Sterling Station  ?????  

Strykersville  Jun 23, 1932  

Thiells   Feb 3, 1932  

Tompkins Cove  Aug 24, 1946  

Triangle   Aug 24, 1940 Sep 25, 1950 

Union Grove  Mar 14, 1935  

Van Etten   Jun 14, 1932  

Vermontville  Dec 19, 1934  

Victory MIlls  Aug 2, 1934 Jul 19, 1950 

Wayville   Oct 26, 1931 Feb 1, 1932 

Weavertown  Dec 17, 1935  

Wells   Dec 23, 1932 Oct 11, 1934 

Wellsburg   Jun 26, 1933 Oct 8, 1937 

West Falls   Jun 3, 1933  

West Fulton  Feb 22, 1932  

West Kill    Jan 4, 1932 Mar 31, 1937 

West Stephantown  Oct 26, 1933  

Whallonsburg  Jun 20, 1932  

Whiteface   Sep 17, 1933 Sep 10, 1938 

Williamstown   May 18, 1932 Dec 23, 1936 

Youngs    Oct 31, 1940 Jun 19, 1941 

Youngsville  Jun 20, 1934  
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Figure 3. These two cancels show the “pie crust” effect. One is from Flourtown in Montgomery County, Pennsyl-
vania and the other is from Layton, in Davis County, Utah. Both are from 1930. 

     My latest recorded use in New York is from Trian-
gle, on September 5, 1950. 

     The earliest national example I have seen is from 
Pine Level, North Carolina (July 2, 1930) while the 
latest that I have seen is from New Albany, Kansas 
(April 3, 1956). The Pine Level information may be 
incorrect since it has been assumed that distribution 
of the hand cancels began in August and September 
1930. The July 2, 1930 date is based on information 
from the North Carolina Postal History website. 

     The Youngsville cancel [Figure 2] is the only one 
that I have seen where the outer edge has become 
worn or fallen off making the cancel a rimless arc. 

     It seems that the cancels did not hold up well as 
evidenced by two examples [Figure 3] — one from 
Flourtown, Pennsylvania and the other from Layton, 
Utah. Since both examples are from late 1930, per-
haps the “pie crust” effect had an influence on Post 
Office Department very soon issuing a new type of 
cancel. 

     By the middle of 1931 a new type of cancel was 
being issued that reverted to state name at the bottom 
of the cancel and the left ends of the cancelling bars 
being more rounded. 

     If other collectors of this interesting short-lived 
period of cancels wish more information, I would like 
to exchange information about any state but especial-
ly about New York and Vermont post offices. I can 
be reached at P.O. Box 451, Westport, NY 12993 or 
gestus@westelcom.com. 

    About the Author: Glenn Estus has been a mem-
ber of the ESPHS since 1972 and was editor of The 
Bulletin of the Empire State Postal History Society 
from September 1994 to March 2009.  He is currently 
the immediate past president of the Vermont Philatel-
ic Society and has been editor and publisher of The 
Vermont Philatelist since 2009. Estus also is the au-
thor of upcoming publications on Vermont Doane 
cancellations as well as New York state postmaster 
and county cancels. 

Handstamps, from Page  3 

of a state postal history cancellation date is from the 
North Carolina Postal History Society 
www.ncpostalhistory.com/resources/north-carolina-
postmark-catalog-update. The website is one that oth-
er societies would do well to emulate. The postmark 
catalog section is a wonder to behold.  

    I hope to create a web presence for this data and am 
now soliciting from state postal history collectors to 
make this listing as complete as possible. This is not 
as easy as it might sound as it seems that many current 
collectors do not feel that anything after 1900 is wor-
thy of collecting and, therefore, very little information 
is available. 

     I have more than 150 New York post offices in my 
current list and would appreciate more information 
concerning post offices not on this list. If you have 
similar items from other states, that information would 
be most appreciated also. All cancels have the state 
abbreviation of “N.Y.” immediately after the name of 
the post office.  

     The earliest use in New York that I have a record 
of is Comstock, from March 14, 1931, almost a year 
after the Post Office Department began issuing these 
cancels to newly established Third and Fourth class 
post offices, as well as replacement cancels to older 
post offices needing replacements.  

Figure 2: The Youngsville, Sullivan Coun-
ty, cancel is the only rimless Depression-
era cancel from any state that the author 
has seen. 

mailto:gestus@westelcom.com
http://www.ncpostalhistory.com/resources%20/north-carolina-postmark-catalog-update.
http://www.ncpostalhistory.com/resources%20/north-carolina-postmark-catalog-update.
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What can be learned from this cover from the rural Herkimer County community of Poland? 

Poland Cover Tells Tale But Questions Remain  
By Francis Ferguson 

The cover shown from rural Herkimer County 
has had my interest for some time now. There seems to 
be a lot of history attached to this one envelope. At-
tempts to determine the nature of the cover and the 
connection between the sender and receiver has only 
been partially successful – even with the vast amount 
of information online. 

In 2000, a longtime friend contacted me to sell 
her grandfather’s accumulation of philatelic “stuff.” 
Besides serving as postmaster of his small town in 
Ohio, he also had a successful insurance business. The 
trunk of material was mostly United States material, 
spread across the spectrum from the 1850s to the late 
1940s, with most of the material from the early decades 
of the 1900s.  Sheets, singles, covers and a lot of other 
material of all kinds came to light as the discovery pro-
cess began; condition was mixed. 

A gem of a surprise came to light while sorting 
through a rather large bundle of miscellaneous covers, 
some from the stampless era. In my hand was a lovely 
cover (without an enclosure) franked with a 3-cent Lo-
comotive stamp from the 1869 pictorial series. It is 
postmarked from Poland, New York on April 8, with 
no year shown.  

My interest was in serious overdrive, some-
what I am sure, from my roots. 

I was born in 1959 in Utica. Much of my moth-

er’s family came from the surrounding area that in-
cludes Clark Mills, Whitesboro and Clinton.  A close 
family friend was born in 1909 on a farm in the Poland 
area, probably when it looked much like the vintage 
postcard shown.   

The cover had my interest when I realized the 
population of Poland in 1869 had to be a small number. 
For reference the population of the village of Poland in 
1880 was 282 and 130 years later the number had risen 
to 508. A decrease may be expected after the ongoing 
Census is completed.  

The addressee of the cover – “Hon. D.D. Pratt, 
U.S.S. Washington DC” – immediately caught my at-
tention. Docketing markings on the envelope read 
“May 4 1870 / J.W. Taylor.” It only took a couple of 
minutes to figure out that the letter was addressed to a 
United States senator. This was intriguing. 

After spending many hours on the worldwide 
web, some of the gaps have been filled in, but many 
more questions remain. 

The sender of the letter, J.W. Taylor also 
known as J. Washington Taylor, was born in 1807 and 
was a native of Lenox. Evidence seems to point toward 
the “J.” being short for John. In 1841, he received an 
advanced degree from Union College in Schenectady. 
The regents of the university appointed him curator of 
the State Cabinet of Natural History, a position he held   

       Poland, Page 8 
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A postcard c. 1880 shows an aerial view of Poland, N.Y.  

Poland, NY:  Historic Population 

Year Population Percent 
Change (+) 

1880 202 Unavailable 

1900 370 Unavailable 

1910 332 -10.3 

1920 349    5.1 

1930 462  32.4 

1940 478    3.5 

1950 511    6.9 

1960 564  10.4 

1970 629  11.5 

1980 553 -12.1 

1990 444 -19.7 

2000 451   -1.6 

2010 508  12.6 

Est.  
2018 

 

480   -5.5 

Source: U.S. Census 

Poland  
Poland, from Page 7 

for five years. As a direct result of 
this position for several years he 
presented lectures on geology and 
natural history throughout the 
state. The national Census records 
of 1870 list Taylor’s profession as 
naturalist / geology. His marriage 
in 1865 at the rather advanced age 
of 58 to Mary Benchly, of Russia 
Township, produced Gerrie B., an 
only son. J.W. Taylor passed away 
at the age of 84 in 1891. Scant oth-
er details have emerged regarding 
Taylor and his life.  

     The receiver of the letter, D.D. 
Pratt was born Daniel Darwin Pratt 
in Palermo, Maine on October 26, 
1813. He moved to Fenner in Mad-
ison County and graduated from 
Hamilton College in Clinton in 
1831 as the valedictorian in the 
class of nine graduates. He settled 
in Indiana in 1832. He studied law 
and was admitted to the bar in 
1836. Pratt went on to hold a num-
ber of elected posts in the Indiana 
state government until he was 
elected in 1868 as a Republican to 
the U.S. Senate. He served from 
March 1869 to March 1875. Pratt 
died at the age of 64 in June 1877.  

     The Hamilton Literary Monthly 
of February 1869  states: “The 
newest honor to this Class is the 
election of Hon. Daniel D. Pratt, of 
Logansport, Ia, to the Senate of the 
United States. Senator Pratt is a 
man of commanding personal ap-
pearance, being six foot three or 
four inches high, and weighing 
over three hundred pounds. He has 
a remarkably strong voice, though 
not in the least harsh or unpleas-
ant.” 

     The Senatorial papers [50 boxes 
of material with no inventory, but 
arranged by date] of D.D. Pratt, 
which could contain the missing 
correspondence from the envelope 
in this article, are in the Indiana 
State Library. A three-hour in-
person attempt to find the enclo-
sure that would have been in this  

the communications is what is still 
undetermined. Numerous hours of 
research have so far failed to shed 
any light on the nature of the com-
munications in the envelope. Did 
the two men know each other on a 
personal or professional level? I 
have many questions that will re-
main unanswered until more facts 
can be unearthed.  

References 

     Poland, Herkimer County, N.Y. on  
Wikipedia. 
     Perspective map of Poland with list of 
landmarks from 1890 by L.R Burleigh, 
Library of Congress. 
     The Hamilton Literary Monthly, Febru-
ary 1869. 

  
     About the Author: Francis Fer-
guson was born in 1959 in Utica, 
with family ties to Clark Mills and 
Cortland. He collected as a youth 
and returned to the philatelic world 
in 1998. He has been involved as 
the Florex general chairman since 
2001. He is 20-year member of the 
Central Florida Stamp Club. He 
has worked in information technol-
ogy and has been an employee of 
the University of Florida Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences 
for most of his career. He lives in 
Apopka Florida just north of Orlan-
do with his husband of nearly 25 
years. He can be contacted at  
fergapk@gmail.com. 

cover resulted in no success. Addi-

tionally, a visit to the Hamilton 

College Library only turned up the 

record of D.D. Pratt attending and 

nothing more. 

     The question as to the nature of  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perspective_map
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=L.R_Burleigh&action=edit&redlink=1
mailto:fergapk@gmail.com


 

 

Excelsior! September 2020, Whole No. 32/New Series  9 

Hobart, from Page 1 

     A postcard mailed in 1906 offers 

a bird’s-eye view of the village 

from the turn of the last century 

[Figure 1]. The card was sent from 

Hobart to South Gilboa in Schohar-

ie County. Franked by a common 1-

cent Benjamin Franklin issue of 

1903, this card was delivered on the 

same December day it was mailed 

as witnessed by the Type-2 Doane 

cancel applied as an arrival mark-

ing. So, with this brief introduction 

and as we embark upon this new 

adventure, a little background 

would seem to be in order. 

     In the years just prior to the 

American War for Independence, a 

small group of hardy and hopeful 

folks, primarily from the Scottish 

Highlands, moved into this area. 

When hostilities broke out most of 

these loyalists found themselves 

either arrested, driven from their 

lands, or both. Many ultimately es-

caped north into British Canada to 

start over yet again.  

     Filling this void, the latter 1770s 
found some New Englanders, large-
ly from Connecticut, heading  

 
westward seeking new homesteads and larger parcels of land to own and 

farm. Attracted in part by our waterfalls (think “power source”) on the 

West Branch Delaware River, by 1788 five families had built dwellings 

here, eventually naming the village that they helped start, appropriately 

enough, as “Waterville.” (A little later, the village also was named 

“Tinkertown” because of, as one story goes, all the little shops that began 

to pop up on the main street).  

    It was, of course, a mere matter of time before postal authorities had 
had their fill of the confusion created by the existence of two Watervilles 
in the state. Justifiably, one village needed to relinquish its name. Of the 
two, the inhabitants of the Waterville in Oneida County, having had the 
foresight to officially lay claim to the name in 1808, got to keep theirs. 
But what to change the name here to? 

      One name considered at the time, but rejected, was “Roslyn.” It took 
20 years for the change, but finally, on June 23, 1828, at the urging of the 
Rev. Philander Chase, of the local Episcopal Church, Delaware County’s 
Waterville was officially renamed after New York state’s third Episcopal 
bishop. It was finally Hobart.  

     John Henry Hobart (1775-1830) was born in Philadelphia and  

           Hobart, Page 10 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. A postcard 

mailed in 1906 offers a 

bird’s-eye view of the 

village of Hobart at the 

turn of the last century. 

The card arrived at its 

destination the same 

day it was mailed. 
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     New York state. In 1801, he founded St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church in the pre-Hobart village of Water-

ville  [Figure 3], reason enough for Minister Chase’s 

support. He also founded the Theological Seminary in 

Manhattan in 1817, and in the Finger Lakes region, in 

1822, Geneva College, later named Hobart College. 

     The post office in Hobart (technically, as Water-

ville) opened its doors in January 1815 with George 

Sherwood appointed as the first postmaster. At the 

time of the name change to Hobart in 1828, we were 

already on our third one, Calvin Howard.  

     Not surprisingly, and just as elsewhere, the railroad 
became commercially indispensable to the area. By the 
time the line found its way to Hobart, farms were pro-
ducing, especially livestock, and the Sheffield Farms 
Creamery was in full swing. This resulted in railroad 
freight traffic easily outperforming its passenger  

Figure 2. The Rev. John H. 

Hobart from an engraving 

by J.W. Paradise, based on 

an 1844 painting by the en-

graver.  

 Hobart, from Page 9 

began his studies there at 

an early age, first attending 

the Episcopal Academy 

and next, the University of 

Pennsylvania, ultimately 

graduating from Princeton 

University in New Jersey 

where he earned both his 

bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees, both in theology 

[Figure 2]. During his ten-

ure, the bishop had quite 

the positive impact on  

Figure 3. A  detail of a postcard 

shows St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church, built 1801. 

                 Figure 4. A 

railroad map shows 

 routes of the  

Roundout  

& Oswego 

 Railroad 

 in Otsego 

 and Delaware  

counties. 

counterpart, this de-
spite the fact that this 
region was considered 
to offer one of Ameri-
ca’s most scenic train 
rides. Chartered in 
1866 as the Roundout 
& Oswego Railroad, 
the name was changed 
to the Ulster & Dela-
ware in 1875 [Figure 

4] and remained un-
changed until a merger 
with the New York 
Central in 1932. The 
line extended into Ho-
bart in 1884, with pas-
senger service continu-
ing through 1954, 

while freight continued into the 1970s. A view of the 

station as it appeared in 1911 can be seen on a post-

card [Figure 5]. 

     Now that we have a touch of background, let’s take 
a look at a few covers.  

     An attractive all-over advertising cover was sent in 

1888 from The Commercial Hotel in Hobart to New 

York City [Figure 6]. Without contents and franked 

by a 2-cent George Washington large Bank Note issue 

tied by an indistinct circular date stamp, the Manhat-

tan receiving marking on the back providentially sup-

plies us with the year of mailing. 

     Starting life as a stone tavern constructed in 1785  


