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Robert Pettit’s General Store, the site of Rockville Centre’s first post office.
Pettit, along with two partners, would build the first real estate development.

In 1848, Robert Pettit, a resident and local retail merchant had applied to the United States Postal
Department in Washington in the District Of Columbia requesting to be granted permission to establish the
first Post Office to be located in his General Retail Store. Federal Government officials in conjunction with
the United States Postal Department held up his application until a suitable name for the township was
submitted, since the township was part of Queens County in the State Of New York, as then the name of
Rockville Centre was selected. Approval to establish the first Post Office within the township of Rockville
Centre was thereby granted effective January 1%, 1849.

Postmasters were commissioned by an incumbent Postmaster General with approval by the President of
‘the United States, serving at their pleasure. The political patronage system continued until 1971 when the
Post Office, later renamed the United States Postal Service, underwent a postal reorganization appointing
Postmasters through the promotional process who had served as career Postal Employees within
respective crafts atthe time.

On or about the 27" of January 1849, Robert Pettit, was commissioned by the 16" Postmaster General,
Jacob Collamer and appointed by the 12" President of the United States, Zachary Taylor, to honorably serve
inthe Township of Rockville Centre's First Postmaster.

The photo shown above was Robert Pettit's General Store, the site of the newly established first Post
Office in the township of Rockville Centre (Queens County) State of New York.
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