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MONTAUK & NEW YORK R.P.0. by AL KRAUSE

Montauk & NY RPO train 4 made up on the east end of track 18,
Penn Station, N.Y., across the platform from Montauk & NY train
88, on track 19.

The transfer clerk who delivered the reds to train 4 and 88 then
became the second helper on train 88 until departure time,

The CinC of train 4 and 5 worked 3 days on and 4 dsys off, in effect,
spelling me another. Roddy Rodriguez worked Monday Tuesday and
Wednesday while Steve Madden worked the other three days. Annual

and sick leaves were covered by District 3 subs.

The CinC and two helpers from Penn Terminal repcerted on train 4 at
0351 hours and both helpers got off the train at departure time,
There were occasions when the RPO car was spotted late, leaving
little time to dress the racks and throw off the mail. The CinC
would then take one helper out to either Jamaica or Bayshore,
depending how badly stuck they were, and helper would then have

to deadhead back to New York.

At Jamaica , a steam locomotive replaced the electric and the train
headed south and east via Valley Stream onto the South Shore
Division tracks.

The RR furnished a 30 foot mail apartment in a 60 foot car in lieu
of the 15 foot authorization. So many separations for pouches and
sacks were required that all of us took advantage by utilizing
four racks instead of two, usually double hung. And that was not
sufficient. (Utilization of overhead boxes was evoided as much

as possible).

Looking at the train 4 rack diagrams you can ses one separation
(a #1 sack) labeled "Swamp". Into this sack were thrown mails for:

Mastic Mastic Beach Moriches New Suffolk
East Marion Orient Poin® Aquebogue Jamesport
So. Jamesport Laurel East Quogue
Sagaponack Watermill Wainscott

After leaving Jamaica and prior to the stop at Bsyshore, the CinC
would hang in the two back racks again, dump up the "Swamp" and
distribute the contents into the appropriate pouches, reasdy for
dispatch.

Train 4 proceeded eastward, the three tracks dwindled to two
beyond Babylon and finally to one at Great River. Well placed
8idings permitted opposing traffic to pass with little or no delsy.

After arrival at Montauk, the Navy Mail Clerk signed for his reds
and accepted all his ordinary mails while the CinC convoyed his
reds to the Montauk Post Office. Meanwhile the train was turned
by being run the the "wye",

About 9 offices along the line as far west as Speonk dispatched
mail to Montauk & NY train 5 via CP train 8, due at Montauk at
1300 hours. This afforded earlier arrivel at destination to Box
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Holders and General Delivery than by dispatch via Montauk & NY
train 26. Train 5 was heavy, particularly in the summer months,
and had a faster schedule but thers was. plenty of time between
stationas to work up all mails with no problems.

Unlike train 4, which operatsd on South Shore ( or Montauk )
Division tracks salmost completely, train 5 switched west of
Babylon, via the South Farmingdale cut, to the Main Line tracks

at Hicksville and then proceeded west to Jamaica. Electric motive
power replaced the steamer for the short haul back to Penn Station.

One CinC was assigned to cover RPO trains 88,12%,106~56 and
65-167, on 8 3 daye on & 4 daye off schedule, K-7? frequency. John
Blom is the one CinC whose name 1 can remember, the other escapes
me.

The CinC started on train 88 ( see attached schedules for exsact
reporting times of both CinC and helpers). Both helpers got off
the RPO at Penn Station just prior to departure time. The CinC
worked out to Babylon, the eastern terminus of train 88 and
convoyed his reds to the Post Office after unloading.

After a short layover, the CinC reported back to the Babylon Fost
Office to check and receipt for his reds, and wae driven by the
MM to the RPO car of train 123 for the return trip to Penn Station.

At New York there was barely time for a sandwich and & cup of
coffee after delivering the reds to the New York GPO Registry
Division before CinC was due to report back on the RPO car for
train 106~56 and the trip to the eastern terminus , this time at
Patchogue. After convoying registers to the Patchogue Post Office
the CinC had sbout 4 hours of free time before the return trip.
On train 106-56, one helper got off the train in New York at
departure time while the other stayed aboard as far eas Babylon.

CinC picked up his rede at the Patchogue Post Office at 1728 hours,
proceeded to the RPO car, and was due back in Pena Station at 2012
hours. While this schedule made for a long day it also offered a

3 and 4 dsy schedule, which was desirable, and the 2 C'sinC
covered each other. Considering the short mileages involved, the

3 days on and 4 days off were great.

Train 88 was fairly light once east of Jamaica as was train 123,

but this changed on 106-56, where mails were heavy enough to warrant
one helper through to Babylon; Mails on 65-167 were extremely

heavy and on this portion of the line, Patchogue to J&maica, the

Stations were only minutes apart.

The Postmasters slong the line were very cooperative and incluaed
directs for the next 2 or 3 offices along the line in the # 1 msil,
tied by a long piece of twine, around the label holder. I'm sure
this is nothing new to most of you and this proceedure engbled the
crew to get at the line mail promptly and prevented carrying by
any local mail.

On all & of these RPO's the Railroad furnished & 60 foot car with
a 30 foot mail apartment(only one car was needed for the &4 RPO's)

1991 86



in lieu of a 15 foot authorization. The car was an MU and the
entire train operated on electric power picked up from the third
rail.

i : i the
However, the third rail system ended at Babylon. At that point
RR providod a8 steam locomotive (called the Scoop, why 1 do not
know) to power the train to Patchogue.

Returning on 65-i67, the steamer dropped the RPO car at Babylon
where we were coupled up behind the passenger cars waiting for ua,
and we became the last car in the consist. This portion of the trip
to New York was usually a very rocky and Jerky one as the brakeman
seldom hooked up the air lines, so we had no brakes. Despite many.

complaints regarding this violation of safety rules nothing ever
came of the complaints.

Unfortunately, my rack diagrams and way sheets for these 4 RFO'ag
are incomplete and therefor have not been included in this package.

I never ran on RPO train 143 & 150 or 27 & 26 but remember a few
things about them.

RPO trains 143 & 150 had an east end, Babylon headout. I seem to
remember the CinC as being Bob Pendergast who had an extremely
short working day. He started in the late morning at Babylon,
worked west to Penn Station, put in about 45 minutes in the Terminal
and then picked up his reds for train 150. He was back in Babylon
by early afternoon and really had no layoff time at all. His trains
operated on a K-7 frequency( daily except Sunday & Holiday) but
since the daily trip operated on a deficiency there was no earned
layoff nor were any relief trips required.

Larry Huml was the CinC of KPO trains 27 & 26, which had an east
end headout.

Although the Eastern headout was officially Montauk, the CinC
had permission to board and leave the trains at Amagansett, one
stop west of Montauk, since Larry lived there all year round. The
conductor had custody of the mail between Montauk and Amagansett.

I do not remember Larry's layoff days but whatever thay werse,
he was usually covered by his brother Vic, who lived in Bohemis.

I still remember my first trip on train 123, from which I was to
make a throw at Lynbrook, as per the way sheets.

Not being quite sure where the throw was to be made I spotted the
motorman%engineer) at Babylon just before we were due to leave and
asked him to be sure to let me know as we neared Lynbrook. He
agreed, if I would leave unlatched, the door between the mail
apartment and the passageway to his cab and to this I agreed. (The
mail apartment end of the RPO car was facing west, the direction
in which we were headed).

Just after departure from Rockvilla Centre, as I was readying the
mails for dispatch at Lynbrook, I felt I was not alone in the car.
I turned around and there was the motorman lighting a cigarette
a8 we rocketed along the rails about 55 or 60 miles per hour.
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I was astounded, to say the least and he saw my puzzlement, but
he assured me all was well, pointed out the place to make the throw
and directed me to his cab.

He then showed me how he had tied up a large red brick with strong
cord and suspended it from the speed controller , thereby
engaging the dead man's control which allowed ths train to run.

He expleined that, whenever the meil apartment was facing west, he
would set up the brick, and come in to chat for & few minutes,
between kockville Centre and Jamaica, with the regular CinC, who
always left the door unlatched. Leaving the door unlatched
provided & means of escape for the motorman in case of a crossing
accident, of which there were many in those days when 80 much
trackage was street level.

A note about the hyphenated train numbers:
Train 106—56_ This designation indicated train number to be

10¢ between New York and Babylon. The number
wee 56 between Babylon and Patchogue.

Train 65-167 Trein number was 65 between Patchogue and
Bebylon end was # 167 between Babylon and
New York.

KPO train 4

CinC reported on the car at 0351 as did 2 terminal helpers who
left the car at departure time of 0511. Train due in Montauk at
0900. Milesge Penn Station to Montauk, NY., 116 miles.

RPO trein 5

CinC reported on car at'1408hour8. Train departed Montauk at 1428
and due back in Penn Station at 1751 hours.

The Cin C worked %> days on and 4 off, meking 3 round trips a week.
Steve Madden and Rod Rodriquez were the 2 CinC's and I believe
Madden was the senior man.

RPO train-BB

The CinC reported on the car at 0407, while helper # 1 reported
at 0470 and helper # 2 at 0450. At departure time of 0521 both
helpers got off the train which was due Babylon at 0651,

RPO train 122

CinC reported on car at Babylon at 0750, train departed at 0820
end was due back in Penn Station, NY., at 0931 hours.

RPO train 106-56

CinC reported on car at Penn Station at 1019. Helper #1 reported
at 1000, helper #2 at 1030 and helper #3 at 1049 hours. Helpers
1 and 2 got off train in New York at departure time of 1104 while

#2 went through to Babylon, getting off at 1220 hours. RPO due to
arrive at Fatchogue at 1305 hours.
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RPO train 65-167

CinC reported on car at Patchogue at 1728 hours. Hglper #1 boarded
car at Babylon at 1844 and another boarded at Jamaica at 1952 hours.
Train due at Penn Station, NY., &t 2012 hours.

I can recall only one CinC on this set of trains, John Blom.
Actually there were 2 CinC, each working 3 days on and 4 days off.
Each worked train 88 to Babylon and returned working train 123;
After a short layover, the same CinC took out train 106-56 to
Patchogue, lay over about 4 hours or so, and worked back to New

York on 65-167.

While this made for a leong day it alsc offered a 3 apd 4, something
that sweetened the cake. "

There were 2 more Montauk and NY RPO's, train 50 and 143 with

a Babylon headout and 27 and 26 witha Montauk headout. However,
never having run on them I can offer no interesting information.

Montauk & NY RPO's- Penn Station,NY to Montauk, NY. 116 miles

4 88 106-56

k=2 E=7 K7
Penn Station, NY. Lv. 0511 0521 1104 P
Woodside, NY. Ar, ===- 0531 ———
Woodside, NY.. Lv, === 0533
Jamaica, NY. Ar. 0530 0542 1123
Jamaica, NY. Lv. 0535 o544 1125
Babylon, NY. Ar, === 0651 1220
Babylon, NY. Lv, === . - 1225
Bayshore, NTY. Ar. 0614 1237
Bayshore, NY. Lv. 0619 1238
Patchogue, NY. Ar. 0651 1309
Patchogue, NY. Lv. 0656
Montauk, NY. Ar. 0900

5 123 65-167

k-7 E-7 k-7
Montauk,NY. Lv. 1428
Patchogue ,NY. Ar. 1625
Patchogue,NY. Lv. 1626 1758
Bayshore,NY. Ar. 1648 1825
Bayshore,NY. Lv. 1649 1826
Babylon,NY. Ar, ==—= 1840
Babylon,NY. Lve === 0820 1852
Jamaica,NY. Ar. 1732 0910 1945 ] =
Jamajica,NY. Lv. 1733 0912 1955
Woodside ,NY. Ar. ===~ ————
Woodside,NY. Lv, ==—== —
Penn Station,NY. Ar. 1751 0931 2012
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RPO trains 4 and 5 operated as 4004 and 4005 on selected holidays

on modified schedules.

Pouch List- Montauk & NY Train 4—---

Station

Penn Station, RY.

Jemeice,NY.

Babylon

Brightwaters
Bayshore

Islip
Oskdale, NY
Sayville, NY
Bayport, NY
Blue Point
Patchogue

East Patchogue

LIPH
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R=Receive
D=Dispatch
C=Catch
T=Throw
Made up by Labeled %o
R~ AMF New York Line
R- Penn Term, NY " (Advance)
R= " n "(Final)
R- " L "(Supplemental)
R~ Bos & NY Tr,.179 "
R~ NY & Pitts 18 "
R__ " ” 28 "
R- NY & Chic 26 "
R_ n " 1[‘ "
R- NY & Wash 110 "
R- NY & Sale 8-10 "
R- Erie Term, NJ "
R- Hoboken Term, NJ i
R~ Centrdal Term, NJ "
R~ Weehawken Term, NJ b
D- Line Penn Term,NY(Back Pouch)
R- Jamaica Line
R- Brooklyn, NY "
D- Line Brooklyn, NY
D-" Jamaicsa ,NY
D-" Malverne, NY
D- " Port Jeff. Station
D- " Huntington,NY
D-" Mineola, NY
D-" Woodmere, NY
D-" Mont & NY RPO tr.88
D- " Far Rockaway
T- " Babylon, NY
- " Mont & NY RPO 123
T= " Brightwaters
p-" Bayshore
D-" Brentwood
D- " West Brentwood
R- Bayshore Line
D~ Line Islip
D- * fast Islip
D- " Oskdale
D- " Bohemia
D~ " Sayville
D- " West Sayville
T- " Bayport
T=- " Blue Point
D- " Patchogue
R- Patchogue Line
T~ Line East Patchogue



Bellport
Brookhaven
Mastic

Center Moriches
East Moriches

Eastport
Speonk

Westhampton

Quogue

Hampton Bays
Southampton
Watermill

Bridgehampton

Essthampton
Amagansett

Montauk

ine

Quogue

East Quogue

Line

Hampton Bays
Southampton

Line
"

Watermill

Bridgehampton

Sag Harbor
Sagaponack
Wainscott

Line
n
s

"
L]

Easthampton

Amagansett

Line
n

"

Bellport
Brookhaven
Mastic

Camp Upton
Mastic Beach
Moriches
Center Moriches
Fast Moriches
Cutchogue
New Buffolk
Peconic
Shelter Island
N " Heights
Greenport
East Marion
Orient Point
Bouthold
Riverhead
Mattituck
Agquebogue
Jamesport
South "
Laurel
Eastport
Speonk
Remsenberg
Westhampton

" Beach
Quogue

Line

"

East Quogue
Hampton Bays
Line

n
Southampton
Watermill
Line

n

n

Bridgehampton
Sag Harbor
Sagaponack
Wainscott
Easthampton
Line

n

Amagansett

Montauk

" (Naval Torpedo
Testing Range)

We Need Articles Now
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R=Receive

Pouch List- Montauk & NY RPO train 5 D=Dispatch
: . T=Throw
C=Catch
Station Made up by Labeled to
Mentauk, NY. R- Montauk Line
R_- n N.T.T.R. N
-Amagansett 'R- Amagsansett b
B ' D= Line Amagansett
Easthampton D- " Easthampton
= R- Easthampton Line
Bridgehampton R~ Bridgehampton N
R- Sag Harbor =
D~ Line Bridgehampton
D- " Sag Harbor
Southampton D- " Southampton
g ' D- Watermill
R- Southampton Line

| LT - R- Watermill L
Shinnecock Hills C- Shinnecock Hills " (Summer only)
: ‘P- Line Shinnecock Hills (Summer)

'Hampton Bays D- " Hampton Bays

R- Hampton Bays Line
Quogue k- Quogue b
k- East Quogue z
R- Riverhead 3
D~ Line Quogue
D- " East Quogue
ot De Riverhead
Westhampton D- " Westhampton
g D- " Beach
k-~ Westhampton Line
R- " Beach "
Speonk - Speonk "
k- Remsenberg "
D- Line Speonk
D~ " Remsenberg
Eastport D= " Eagtport
R- Eastport Line
East Moriches R~ East Moriches "
D~ Line East Moriches
Center Moriches D- " Center "
' R- Center Moriches Line
Mastic R- Mastic =
R- Moriches =
D- Line Mastic
D- Moriches
Brookhaven D- " . Brookhaven
R- Brookhaven Line
Bellport R=- Bellport "
, D- Line Bellport
East Patchogue T=- " ' East Patchogue
C- East Patchogue Line
Patchogue R- Patchogue Line
D- Line Patchogue
D- " Montauk & NY RPO tr.65
Islip Te ® Islip
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Bayshore
Brightwaters

Babylon

Hicksville
Jamaica

Penn Station, NY.

LIPH
Fall 1991

Bayshore

Brightwaters

Line
"

Babylon
Line

"

n

Jamaica
Line

1 1]

]

n

Bayshore

Line

n

Brightwaters

Babylon

Montauk & NY RPO tr. 26
Line

Greenport & NY RPO tr.214
Jamaica

Brooklyn

Line

NY Gen & Buf RPO tr. 7
Bos Bpg & NY RPO tr. 168
Bos & NY RPO tr. 176
PCC New York

West Side Term, NY

NY & Pitts 23 (Pa.)

NY & Wash RPO tr. 139
AMF New York

NY & Chic Tr. 57

NY & Pitts Tr. 29(West)
Penn Term, NY (Dir)

] L] [] (Hkg)

Port & NY RPO tr. 124-81
NY Scranton & Buf tr. 7
New York, NY., City

" ? " Dis.

Grand Central Annex,NY
Long Island City, NY
Bos Spg & NY RPO tr. 56




Train 4-
Line

Mails worked

Pouches

Registers billed- 65-90

Letter Pkgs.

Papers

Train 5- ' Pouches Letter Pkgs, Papers
Line 48-52 4450 3-5
L.I. 10-15 z.5
Mixed 10-15
Air Mail _ 22-25
Registers billed- 50-75

Trein 88-

Pouches Letters Papers

Line 14-18 - 10-15
Registers billed- 55-70

Train 123- Pouches Letters
Line - -
Mixed 20-24
Registers billed- 5-10

Train 106-56- |

Pouches Letters Papers

Line - - 8-15
Registers billed- 25-40

Train 65=167- Pouches Letters Papers
Line 47-50 49-55 6~10
Mixed 38=45
Registers billed- 35-50
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LONG ISLAND POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
APS Affiliate # 154
Annual Membership Subscription $ 15.00

OFFICERS:
President - Joel Shapiro, 135 East 83rd Street, New York NY 10028
Vice-President - Martin Margulis, 1368 Metropolitan Avenue, Bronx NY 10462
Secretary - Daniel M. Knowles, 97-10 71st Avenue, Forest Hills NY 11375
Treasurer - John M. Price Jr., 16 Southland Drive, Glen Cove NY 11542
Director - Brian Levy, 1983 Guildford Park Drive, Seaford NY 11783

Brendan McCann, 65-39 182nd Street, Flushing NY 11365

Carl F. Baker, 140 Lewis Road, Northport NY 11748

J. Fred Rodriguez, PO Box 112005, Miami FL 33111
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Membership keport
New Member:

Bob Tovino, 5 Rowland Court, Hampton Bays NY 11946 APS# 147974
collects: Eastern LIPH, LI AirMail PH

Deceased Member:
William J. Duncan, Freeport NY - March 14, 1991

Address Change:
David W. Snow, 117 S.E. 65th Avehue, PortTand OR 97215

**.*******,************************************

Recruit a New Member Today

*****************_*******‘k***************‘k****

- PROJECT FOR THIS MONTH -

WWI & WWII Military Branch
Postmarked Covers

Please Cooperate by submitting
Clear High-Contrast Xeroxs

- Previously Announced Projects -

1938 Prexy Issue Covers :

So far I have received very limited input for this survey, other than what I have been
able to locate by myself. I an still in great need of illustrations of covers showing use
of the following denominations, they need not be single frankings, although that would be
an ideal that may not be obtainable; therefore I will be happy to receive mixed issue or
mixed denomination frankings showing these denominations:

7¢ 8¢ 14¢ 16¢ 22¢ $1.00 $2.00 $5.00
1847 Issue Covers :

So far I have not received any input for this project! Where are these covers?
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Long Island Postal Historian
Brad Arch, Editor

144 Hamilton Avenue

Clifton NJ 07011
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W5 eento—Prince’s Treatize on the Vine, $1 53—~Prince’s ‘Freatise on Fruits, or Pomclogical Manual, containing accurate descrip-

BOOKS.—I'rince’s ‘Treatisy on Horticolture, 5
tious in detail of about BUD varietics of Fruits, in 2 vols,, 82 Q0—Prlnce’s Manual of Roses, cxplaining their colture, wanngement, &e., 50 Cents,
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&e. for Nurseries only.
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