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"Long Island Wind Sock"
Roosevelt Field 60 Years Later
Robert S, Miller

On May 20,1927 an overloaded specially built Ryan aircraft
roared down the dirt runway at Roosevelt Field on Long Island
it's motor straining under full power. The long wheel tracks on
the muddy surface evidenced the difficulty it experienced in
trying to become airborne and witnesses stated that the wheels
almost touched the wires at the end of the field., The pilot
Charles A, Lindbergh, a alnky youth, headed for Paris, France
and became world famous 334+ hours later when he landed at Le
Bourget Airport and became the first to fly solo across the
Atlantic Ocean as well as the first to make a west to east
crossing. - .

America's hero '"The Lone Eagle" received numerous requests
to visit places in the United States and by October 23,1927 he
flown to each of the 48 ststes on a Goodwill Tour, Between Dec-
ember 1927 and February 1928 he also made a Latin American
Goodwill Tour that included Central America, the Canal Zone,
Panama, Colombia, Venezuela and the islands of the Caribbeans
Souvenir covers were produced at most locations. Of particular
interest is the one shown in Fig.l. which was carried in the
"Spirit of St Louis" by Lindbergh from Port au Prince to Havana,
This was the only time official mail was carried on the "Spirit

of St Louis", (Mail was also carried from Santo Domingo to
Haiti and Cubae)

SYMANZANA DE GOMEZ 343 -
SEIHAVANA, cUBA.

§

(Figaels)

The souvenir covers created for the many events connected
with Lindbergh gave raise to a group of collectors who special-
ize in Lindbergh items., They are so numerous today that a sect-
ion of the American Air Mail Society catalog is devoted to them,
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May 20,1977, the 50th anniversary of Lindbergh's epic flight,
was an occasion for a special United States commemorative stamp.
The Roosevelt Field that Lindbergh had taken off from had long ago
ceased to be used for aviation and had become a shopving center. A
station of the Garden City post office was situated on the lower
level of the Roosevelt Field Shopping Center and was selected as
the location for the first day of issue, (Fig.2. )
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The cover shown above was cancelled at Roosevelt Field on the
50th anniversary and also at Le Bourget,
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. To commemorate the 60th anniversary of Lindbergh's epic
flight a number of celebrations were nlanned at various places
around the United States. One at Littls Falls, Minnesota,

where Lindbergh grew up as a boy, San Diago, where the Spirit
of St Louiszwas built by the Ryan Corporation and the 82 cities
Lindbergh vgsited on his Goodwill Tour after he returned from
Paris, The Sky Island Club of Long Island had a lunch at Garden
City and the Aeromail Club of the Aerophilatelic Federation of
the Americas made a special cachet to be used at the Roosevelt
Field Station of the Garden City post office. ( FIG. 3.)

TR T LINDEERGH FLIGHT

( Fige3e)

The only evidence of Lindbergh's take off from Long Island
is a marker in the parking lot of the Roosevelt Field Shopping:
Center which is located between Fortunoffs and the race tracke.
At 7:54 a m on May 20,1987, sixty years after the flight that
electrified the world, two persons were present at the marker
to celebrate the event, The drizzle and overcast were reminders
of that day long ago when so many thronged to Roosevelt Field
to see Lindbergh start his flight to fame,
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LONG ISLAND COVER CORNER DANIEL M. KNOWLES

The most widely sought after category of Long Island postal history is probably the stampless
cover. Many of the very small Long Island towns simply employed a manuscript postmark and date of
mailing. Most of the remaining towns employed the typical circular date stamp. However, a few
towns also used fancy, oval, straight line, or arc style postmarks. A rare example of an arc style
postmark is illustrated below. ' :

Although Colonial Period stampless folded letters without postal markings are known from
Smithtown, the earliest known manuscript postal marking for Smithtown is 1820, according to the
"Manuscript Post Offices of New York State" by Chianda and Wilcox. Smithtown began using the
traditional circular date stamp in approximately 1854. Therefore, a manuscript postmark was employed
for nearly the entire period of time prior to 1854. The only exception appears to be the two Smithtown
arc type postmarks used in the 1820’s. Fred Lightfoot, in the Fall 1985 issue of the "Postal Historian",
mentions a June 25, 1824 letter from George S. Philips, the Postmaster at Smithtown, which is in the
Pennypacker Collection. The letter is said to bear the arc marking of Smith Town/N.Y. with a
manuscript date. This marking appears to be the same one listed in the American Stampless Cover
Catalogue and is probably similar to the one illustrated here. The cover illustrated above is datelined
Smith Town July 18, 1824, less than one month later than the cover in the Pennypacker Collection.
Both this and the Pennypacker cover markings are in red ink. You will note that the town is indicated
as Smith Town. In the same article by Lightfoot, a cover from the Rodriquez Collection bearing a
slightly different version of the Smithtown arc is illustrated. That cover has the town name joined
together as one word and a date plug has been placed within the handstamp. However, that letter
originated on July 23, 1825, approximately one year later than the present cover. There is little doubt
that only a very small number of such early stampless covers exist. Thus, these unusual style early
handstamped postal markings of Long Island are exceedingly rare and provide handsome additions to

any Long Island postal history collection.
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"AUCTION ACTION DANIEL M. KNOWLES

During the past few months, several Long Island Covers exchanged hands at auction. Some of
these items are particularly rare and others also extremely valuable. Unfortunately, because of the
great value of some of the Long Island pieces, the items were not bought by Long Island collectors per
se, but rather by collectors of the stamps used on the Long Island covers. A list of sales, the Long

Island covers sold at those sales, and the bidding action on those covers is detailed below,

Richard C. Frajola, March 14, 1987

No. 260  Brooklyn N.Y. June 22 CDS "1¢" rate handstamp on very fine local use
invitation.

‘No. 267 Flushing N.Y. October 21 Red CDS, "Free" handstamp and orange "See 293
Sec P.0.0O. Instruction" two line handstamp at left on 1842 entire to
postmaster in Michigan. Fine.

No. 410 Steamer 5 Red oval handstamp on entire to Boston. Fine.

No. 586  Brooklyn N.Y. January 3 CDS tying #63 and #65 by open grid cancels to
cover with faults.

Richard C. Frajola May 30, 1987

No. 237  Flushing, N.Y. Red straight line postmark, "PAID" handstamp, manuscript
"OCT 5" date and "18 3/4" rate on 1833 folded letter to Clinton, N.Y.
Very Fine.

No. 240  Green Point, N.Y. June 15 Two line postmark and "PAID 3" handstamp on fine
cover to Virginia.

No. 629  Rail R, Red straight line handstamp and "5" rate handstamp on 1846 folded
letter from New York. Lot also includes 1842 folded letter with red
“Railroad Car" straight line postmark. Fine.

H.J.W. Daugherty Philatelic Auctions April 11, 1987

No. 53 "Cutchogue N.Y." manuscript town and "18 3/4" rate on 1853 stampless folded
letter. Fine to very fine.

William A. Fox Auctions, Inc. May 24-25, 1987

No. 166 Examined, James Jheens Assistant Deputy Commissary Prisoner’s endorsement
on back of 1778 Flatbush Long Island folded letter. Folds ‘and reinforce-
ments and left-sided reduction but fine. (An extremely rare Revolu-
tionary War item).
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David Phillips May 15, 1987

No. 1204 LIRR/TAT black handstamp signifying the Long Island Railroad with the initials
TAT, most likely representative of a route agent. The TAT is in negative
letters. This extremely rare fancy cancel ties a #65 to a slightly reduced
envelope. (I believe that this may be one of only two or three known strikes
of this extremely rare fancy cancel). '
130/325 (F)

Peter Kenedi, Inc. June 6, 1987

No. 193  Bellport, N.Y. CDS along side target cancel tying 1865 24¢ grey (78b) on
yellow-orange cover to London via New York. All appropriate transit
markings clear and on the front of the cover. Very fine.

120 (F)
Al Zimmerman June 13, 1987
No. 254 Riverhead/Jan/23/N.Y. postmark on faulty legal size cover containing #63
and #96 tied by grids indicating double rate postage. (This stamp
combination must be extraordinarily rare from Long Island).
- 80/85 (F)
No. 311 Oakdale Station/SEP/18/8AM/1895/N.Y. Scarce Long Island DPO CDS on
Blue Point Oysters corner card carrying #267. Very fine.
32/65 (F)

No. 434 Munnatawket Hotel/Fisher’s Island, N.Y. Multicolored illustration of hotel
on reverse of #UX14 government postal card. The card is addressed but not
postmarked. Very scarce, pioneer card. Fine.
75/-(B)

No. 435 The Mansion House Hotel./Fisher’s Island, N.Y. Multicolord illustration on
unaddressed #UX14 postal card. Fine and scarce pioneer card.
75/-(B)

No. 613  Smithtown, N.Y. Jan.1,1913 handstamp ties two singles of the #Q2 2¢ parcel
- post stamp. This is a first day of use on parcels and is accompained by a
1986 Philatelic Foundation Certificate and appropriate articles by Herman
Herst. (This is the only known first day usage of a parcel post stamp
from Long Island. This cover has been extensively described and is a well
known philatelic rarity discussed in detail by Henry Gobie in his book on
the parcel post).
750/2100 (F)
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In addition to these items, three other valuable pieces came upon the market in the past few
months. The Robert A. Siegel rarities of the World Sale for 1987 contained two rare and rather exotic
Long Island postal history items. The first item was Lot No. 105 which consisted of a 5¢ red-brown
(#12) used with a horizontal strip of 3 of the 10¢ green, type 2 (#14) on a cover mailed from Orient,
Long Istand to Denmark. The Orient double-line CDS is extremely bold and ties the 5¢ red-brown.

. This beautiful cover was estimated at $2,000 to $5,000, but was eventually knocked down at $7,000.

Also included in this rarity sale was Lot No. 424. This beautiful cover contains the US 12¢
black (#17) affixed over the Hawaiian 5¢ (#5) which is alongside the Hawaiian 13¢ red (#6). These
Hawaiian stamps are tied by the red Honolulu U.S. Postage Paid which are in turn tied alongside with
the U.S. 12¢ black by the San Francisco, California postmark on a December, 1855 folded letter from
Hilo to Sag Harbor, N.Y. The letter was then forwarded to Southampton. The letter was marked with
the Sag Harbor CDS and a manuscript forwarded 3. This is an extremely rare and important
Hawaiian/U.S. combination cover which is signed by Ashbrook and is x-Seybold. The cover was
estimated at $5,000-$10,000 and was sold for $8,000.

Interestingly, the June 25, 1987 Seigel Auction contained another cover from the same
correspondence with similar markings. This item was also mailed in 1855 to the same destination as the
one in the rarity sale. The cover contains the 13¢ dark red Hawaiian stamp (#6) with large margins
tied by the red Honolulu U.S. postage paid CDS and is used with the U.S. 12¢ black (#17) which is tied
by the San Francisco, California postmark. The letter is an 1855 folded letter from Hilo to Sag Harbor,
once again postmarked with Sag Harbor CDS and a manuscript forwarded 3, and forwarded on to
Southampton. The letter is also x-Seybold. The estimate for this cover was $7500. However, the
bidding opened at $3,000 and the cover was eventually knocked down at $1 1,000.
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Pictured below are three covers from the Richard C. Frajola
May 30, 1987 public auction. Lot 237 Flushing straightline
and Lot 240 Green Point straightline each sold for $250.

Lot 629 "Rail R" and one other railroad cover sold for $100
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Lot #424 from the Siegel Rarities Sale is shown below. It
sold for $8000.

A similar cover in Siegel's June 25th Sale
identified as Lot 591 sold for $11,000. This one is also
shown below courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries.
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Pictured below is a reduced copy of a very rare cover from
California to Shelter Island which sold at the Chritie's
Louis H. Grunin Sale for $25,000 + 10% buyer's commision.
The use of a bisected stamp, the choice postal markings, and
the combination of colors make this gem of a cover a
showpiece.

 Figure 2. Half of a 12¢
stamp was used on this
letter to pay the 6¢ post-
age during a shortage of
3¢ stamps in San Fran-
cisco in the early 1850s.
The red mark was used to
promote the mail route
via the isthmus of
Nicaragua, established
by Cornelius Vanderbilt.
Estimate: $15,000 to
$20,000.
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WANTED — LONG ISLAND RECEIVING POSTMARKS: For study and
collection. Contact: Brian Levy, 1983 Guildford Pk. Drive,
Seaford, N.Y. 11783; (516) 781-4966

WANTED - UNITED STATES PIONEER AIRMATIL CARDS, Covers, related
items, 1910-1916. Send photocopies and asking prices.
Stephen Reinhard, P.O. Box 110, Mineola, N.Y. 11501

FOR SALE - Good duplicates from my collections. Long Island
books, photos, postcards and many L.I. covers. Send for net
price list. Fred Rodriguez, P.O. Box 112005 Miami, Florida
33111-2005

LEEEE R LT ER R E LSS

NEW MEMBERS INVITED!
U.S. Cancellation Club
APS Affiliate #75

Devoted to the study of U.S. cancellations
and postmarks. We publish a lively
journal (sample $1.00), run a sales
department for stamps and covers and
eéncourage cancellation exhibits through
USCC awards. Send inquiries to George and

Evelyn Lewis, P.0. Box 545, Clearfield, PA
16830.
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RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY

PRIVATE TREATY SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTIONS

after each sale, is $15.

Our auction catalogs have received awards as literature, find out by subscrib-
ing today. A subscription for the next 5 catalogs, including prices realised

RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.

85 North Street
Danbury, CT 06810
Telephone (203) 790-4311



