LONG ISLAND

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY










1h.

SELECTED LONG ISLAND FANCY CANCELS

by Carl Baker

There has been little documentation thus far of the fane
Island. 1In order to spur research along these lines [

exanples from my collection.
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Egst Ha@pton use of the Hammond patent 'Wheel of Fortune'. This cancel is de-
picted in the Hammond ad reproduced in U.S. Cancellation Club News November

1906 (Vol. 8, No.6) However, it is only reported for Alexandria Bay,
Clinton, Cueymans and West Hampton. Apparently East Hampton followed

Bangall,
West Hampton.
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Winile tnis item is recorded as PS-ST37 in the Eno fancy

cancellation book, the illustration does not apwvear to
closely match this example.
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Greenlawn Maltese Cross. These Maltese are widely used stock can-

cellation devices in the 1880's.

This cds belies the postoffice
records which show the town as 'Green Lawn' prior to 1895.
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Black eds and Jamesport L.I.
Shield reported as PS-FClo
in the Eno fancy cancel book.
This example suggests there
are three stars at top not two
dots as in that book's drawing.

| (Below) The black Mattituck
7 }/f, ’1 reverse 'M' dated 8/6/18%0
’Zigéz € rip¢ ; on a postcard to Syracuse,N.Y.
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SYRACUSE, N. Y.

e returned to

~If pot delivered within 10 dy

Une of the few Long Island cds's to actually use the term 'Long Island' is this
dated 9/0/1683 example from Oyster Bay. Oyster Bay is recorded in Willard's
United States Two Cent Red Brown of 1083-1807, as having g partlcularlz delicate

in a

star killer (WiTLaFd 72997 Whith he records1n magenta. This may be i
poorer strike caused by the embossed envelope.
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This black Southold
fancy reverse multi-
ringed circle killer
is dated here 11/5/65.
It is on a UX9. Willard
picked this up from
Herst-Sampson (#1081)
where it is ascribed to
Whallonsbury, N.Y. Wil-
e lard lists it as #559.
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ratchogue neg-
ative star on

a particularly
delicate hotel
corner card. 1t
is dated 9/2/
1897. Not among
the styles re-
corded by Wil-
lard for 1883-7.

This black Hoslyn, N.Y. star
with dot in center is not re-
corded on cover in the Eno
book where it is ST-D-13. This
tied example authenticates it.
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FLAG CANCELLATTONS OF LONG ISLAND
II. The Early Brooklyn Post Offices

by Calvet . Hahn

As part of the background for this study of flag cancellations and the offices
that used them in Brooklyn, I felt it advisable to get lists of the Brooklyn stations
and tneir addresses from the beginning of the flag cancel era to 1920. Because I
did not carry my notes with me when I visited the New York public Library, I pulled
the City Directories and Brooklyn telephone books from 168l onward. This meant that
L had a great deal of useful material thuat was not immediately relevant.

In consequence, this section will discuss the early offices of Brooklyn so that
a more rounded picture appears. To do this 1 have supplemented the Directories with
material derived from the various philatelic lists of Brooklyn post offices such
as the ones published by Kaiser, Deuraff and John Kay and Chester Smith, with par-
ticular attention to the last as the most complete and up-to-date.

The first post office in fings County which is Brocklyn today was Brooklyn.
It made its first returns on July 1, 1803 so it was established somewhat earlier.
In the pre-Civil War period we get rhe following:

Brooklyn (pre~7/l/1603)’ \ Gravesend (12/20/145-1/30/96)
Flatbush (8/1o/181L-2/28/9);) Flatlands (o/10/18L7-4/30/95)
#liliamsburgh (2/10/1829-9/2/73) Greenpoint (7/1L/181,9-9/2/73)
Fort Hamilton (2/10/1833-1/30/95) Cauarsie (9/2L/52-10/11/59)
East New York (1/23/1838-10/7/60) Cresco (5/21/5-5/1/68)

New Utrecht (1/21/1839-3/18/85) Bay ridge (1/21/58-10/10/50)

Of' these Bay tidge went out of existence for a few years and was then re-
established (o/21/02-12/1695), The same situation occurred with Canarsie which
was reestablished (3/18/03-1/30/96). Both Williamsbureh (9/2/173-12/86) and
treenpoint (9/2/73-12/60) becane part of Brooklyn in 1873. The name of the Cresco
stutlon was changed to Parkville \S/l/od—d/l/9h{ while a Brooklyn substation named
Van Brunt was created in 1676 and lasbed until December 1880,

Four other post offices were established before the City Directory list of
June 136L. These were:

Brevoort ( / /1875-12/86) windsor Terrace (12/12/1881-9/27/82)
Brignton Beach (7/23/78-10/13/79)  Sheepshead Bay (7/10/1882-1/30/96)

Tne earliest Brooklyn handstams I recurd, as well as the only one of this type,
1S tnis bright magenta item postirarked Desenber lo, 1818 which was missent to
windsor, Conn. and forwarded to wintonbvury.
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A rather unusual Williamsburgh cover is tnis 1850 exarmole with a black eds and arc
rAID/2l. Addressed to Edinburszh, Scobtland, wiica went via the Cunarder Persia that

left New York iMay 1lhith and arrived Liverpool on the 23rd. There is a red '3' at right

showing credit to the U.S. Tne letter was backstanmped on arrival on the
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une of the early letters out of l = oy \/
Ft. Hamilton is this exaunple ~

ey
with a red 3himm cds dated June \f) -

16,1851 and addressed vo the

29th.

assist. AdJjt. Genecal in wash- : C:éﬁé;ﬂ, ~ﬁ224;z41b¢a<7 é;ZZwL¢Q%{f

ington. It is ex-ward.
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Eustb New York had two nandstarcs—n Omn [lace o0 and thie Shmn talloon
style-that were used in tane stampless period. Tais example ol o/2/5-

was used circa 1853-L4. Tnis is froau tiue Dorr colliection.
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This letter from New
Utrecht is dated July
17,1848 and discusses
life as a teacher in
that town as well as

the joys of sea bathing.
The writer sings for
$400 a year in the Dutch
reform Church and wants
to give up teaching to
tecome an 'agriculturist!
in western New York,

The letter is rerated
from 5¢ to 10¢ for over
300 miles.

. . Al <" Green Point is known with
GREEN POINT.N.T : - 2 i two styles of straightline—-
AUL13 o A .j i "1 a black 33x3mm single line and
3 . . . this black 36x8mm two-line ver-

. -, + sion. I record another used on
Cc/

_ . 6/15. This 8/13 version was used
: 7 ' @) K din 1852, It is ex-Dunsmoor and
o, / .. . Ed Mayer.
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1852

In the 188L Brooklyn directory there are only five stations:

Main--319 Washington St., James sicLee P.u. Charles s. Orton, Assist. P.i.
Brevoort--1250 Fulton, Louis Baxter, Supt.

Greenpoint--Greenpoint and Franklin, Edward Brooks, Supt.
Van Brunt--5th Aive tetween 11th and 12th St., Ed licMannus, Supt.
Williamsburgh--South Fifth, corner Fourth, #Wm. B. Hopkins, Supt.

Inere were ten other stations in the county:

Bay Ridge Flatbush Gravesend
Canarsie Flatlands New Utrecht
East,. New York Fort Hamilton Parkville

Sheepshead Bay

In 1885, Samuel Smith took over the assistant postmastershio of Brooklyn while in

1686, B.F. Conlin tuok over as superinsendant of the Van Brunt station. A new

station was erected in Brooklyn, Station S located st Broadway and Williamsburgh

Ave. with J.L. Broome as suoerintendant while the East New York Station was absorbed N
as the 206th ward in East lhew York, at Penn Ave. near Atlantic with R.R. Wheeler as

oostmaster. Outside of Brooklyn a Lest.office was erected at Coney Island (1/18/86-
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1,/30/96) while the New Utrecht post office was closed anu replaced by one ai Bath
Beach (3/18/86-4/30/96).

In the Directory of 1887 we find Joseph C. Hendrix is the new Brook}yn Post—
master with Samuel oSmith contimuing as his assistant. The @rooklyn stations were
renamed with alphabet designations so that we now have the following:

Main --319 ¥Yashington

B (Brevoort)-1250 Fulton

G (Greenpoint 300 Hanhattan

S —-Broadway « wil'by

V \Van Brunt /i do Fifth

W (Williamsburgh}55th corner Bedford

E (East New York)--atlantic, corner Hendrix
F (Flatbush) Flatbush, corner Atlantic (to 189L)
C --5L46 Fulton

H~-Hopkinson corner Herkimer

By 1888 when the Directory was published in June, the Greenpoint address was
Manhattan, corner of #ilton and two new stztions aspeared:

D (DeKalb)-089 DeKalb to 12/1893
R -~302 Van Brunt
<
From 1887 until tne Directory of June 1896, we get the following new post
offices erected outside of Brooklyn:

Bath Beach Junction (5/15/83-0/5/88)
reestablished as Blythebourne (u/5/58-L/30/96)

Bensonhurst (5/22/89-L/30/90)

Gravesend Beach (1/20/87-1/30/96)

Lawn Wood (5/17/92-L/30/96)

Van Pelt Manor (8/20/90-12/95)

West Brooklyn (1/2/92-L/30/90)

Wood Lawn (5/14/1090-5/17/92) to Lawn Wood

within Brooklyn, the following stations were added or crested by absorbing previously
independent post offices:

Station C--12/1869

Stetion H--12/1589-12/1589)

Station K--12/1889-12/189}

Station A, 12 Graham St.--12/1890

Station M--12/1890-12/9l

Station X--12/1890-12/9)

Station B, 1200 Fulton (from B-Brevoort)

Parkville--8/1/91i-1/1/95 (from Parkville)
Station 29 (1/1/95) (from Parkville station)

lianhattan Beach--5/1,/95

OQ.April 30, 1896, the postal service of Kings Counvy was reorganized so that
all offices became stations of the Brooklyn post office. 4As tnis is also the year
in which the flag cancellation was introduced into the Brooklyn service, the City

Directory list of station addresses of dJune 1890 is particularly significant. That
list follows.

June 1890 Brooklyn Stations

Main--Tillevy and Adams—-A.T. Sullivan Pews; John G. Cody, Assist.
A~-1l; Graham

B-~1¢86 Fulton

C--1191 Third

D--1928 Fulton
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Brooklyn Stations o/18% (cont)

-— Canarsie

Coney Island

-— Fort Hamilton

—-- Sheepshead Bay

--— 1251 Broadway

~- 277 12th S5t.

W -- Bedford c. 55%L
Flatbush -- 830 Flatbush

E —- 2648 atlantic
G -- 320 Kanhattan
H —- Bath Beacn

K —- Blythebourne
L

E
|
1

<o =

Manhattan Beach-- Manhattan Beach

Substations:
1 -- Henry, c. pPresident
2 -- o438 Fulton
3 -= 132 Flatbush
L -~ 580 ¥yrtle
5 == 540 Union
6 == 302 Van Brunt
{ -~ Avenue C, Cumberland
8 -- 38 Atlantic
9 -- Hoyt, c¢. Union
10 -- sSands, c. Jay
11 -~ 508 Court
12 —— PeKalb, c. wycrson
13 -~ L wallabout uarket
1L -- 129 Hamilton
15 ~= 092 Urand
16 —- 253 N. ?2nd
17 -- Bedford c¢. N. 7th
20 —- De Kalb, c. Tompkins
21l -~ Fulton c. Rockaway aive.
22 -- 1076 Bedford
2 —- Myrtle c. Viyckoff
25 -- Broadway c. Halsey
26 -- Reid c¢. Hancock
27 -~ Nyrtle c. Hamburg

28 -- 772 Halsey

29 -- Lawrence c. N. Boulevard

30 == 272 3rd

31 =~ Coney Island Rd. ¢ Greenwood
32 == 252 5th

33 —= 592 3rd

o 35 == Manhattan c. Bedford
LO -- E. Parkway c. Thatford
L1 -- 300 Jamaica
LS -~ 1161 iyrtle
50 —-— 1280 Third
ol —— Bay Hidge

52 == W. Brooklyn

53 ~- Lefferts Park

54 ~— Van Pelt Manor

55 -~ Bensonhurst

50 -~ Qravesend Beach
57 -~ Gravesend

58 -- Lawnwood

59 —-— Flatlands

00 -- Vandenveer Park

51 == Ft. Hamilton

In 1901 the Main postoifice was listed
new opostmaster was Francis H. Wilson.

at Washington corner of Johnson and the
Stations

the others changed as follows 'in the 1902 Directory:

Bath Beach - Bath Ave. near 19th

Blytnebourne - 13th Ave.
Cavarsie - Stgbtion L
Coney Island - Arcails rl

Ft. Hamilton - lth Ave. c.

y C. 55th

«» hear Surf

99th

Sheepshead Bay - Voorhies ive. n. 523rd

S --Broadway c. Greene
V -~ 5th ¢. 9th

W —- 220 Broadway
Flatbush - 830U Flatbush

Manhattan Beach - Kamattan Beach rotel

Substations:
1 Henry c¢. President
2 Greene c. Cuwiberland
3 132 Flatbush
L 586 wyrtle
40 Union -
o 302 Van Brunt

7 4ve C, c. Cumberland
8 38 aAtlantic
9 41 Flatbush
10 Sands, c. Jay
11 wanhattan ec. Siegel
12 DeKalb c. Ryerson

A through G stayed the same with
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Broocklyn Directory 1902 (cont.)

l; wallabout karket
129 Hamilton

092 Grand

385 Metropolitan Ave.
Bedford ¢. North 7th
Lee c¢. ftutledge

7L6 Washington

DeKalb c. Tompkins
Fulton c. Rockaway Ave.
1070 Bedford

ol Grand

¥yrtle c. Wyckoff

25 Broadway c. Halsey

20 Heid c. Hancock

27 kyrtle c. Haumburg

28 772 Nalsey

29 Foster Ave. Parkville
30 6060 Fifth

31 62 Coney Island ave.
32 252 Fifth

33 592 Third

34 89 7th

35 fanhattan c. Bedford
36 L35 Tth

37 759 Gates

38 1720 Fulton

39 300 Clinton

4O E. Parkway c. Thatford
41 Fulton c. Crescent

42 2989 Fulton

i3 Schenck c¢. Glenmore

R.R. Ave. c. Liberty
1101 Myrtle

o Myrtle c. Nostrand
579 Broadway

DeKalb c¢. Clermont
L9 63 Morgan

The City Telephone Books were used for 1905, 1910 and 1920.
were listed in the 1920 book.
ington and Johnson.

1905-~Jan. ~ 1910~-Jan.
A lo Graham (same)
B 1206 Fulton (same)
C 5121 3rd (same)
D 1923 Fulton { sane)
E 2048 Atlantic 2o8ly Atlantic
F - 330 Flatbush
G 800 Manhattan (same)
J - Myrtle & Wyckoff
L 132 Flatbush LIRR Depot c¢. Flatbush
Pa == 17381 Pitkin
S 1202 Broadway (same)
| — Nostrand Ave.
T - 170 Hamilton
V Sth Ave. & Sth 299 9th
W Broadway x« 50. Uth 220 Broadway
Y - .

Barren Islanmd
Jrd ¢. 73rd
filest Brooklyn
Ovington ¢. 17th
Main near 13th
Broadwszy c. 2nd
Cropsey ¢, 2hth
Neck id. near Gravesend
Chestnut near Bay
Flatbush near £ings Highway
1433 Flatoush
3rd near 9lst
3.8 Count
Bayers c. Franklin
122 Fulton
¢5 Fulton
sSheepsnead Bay 3 Tects Row c. lyrtle
345 oth
30 Rockaway
38l Broadway
023 NWythe
1185 Fifth
250 9th
48 Broadway
Coney Isle Ave. and Ave. D
1092 Flatbush
L95 Tompkins
178 Albany
725 Nostrand
902 Laf Ave
E 92nd c¢. Flatlands
Broadway c. Gates
Broadway c. Humb't (?)
L51 Graham
70 Hamburg
Evergreen Ave.

No substalions

Throughout the lain Bost Office continued at Wash-
The stations were as follows:

1920--Feb. (Tel.Exchange)
ool Broadway (Stage)
(same) (Bedford)
5009 oth (Sunset)

1915 Fulton

(Decatur)
2581 Atlar ¢

(E. New York)

7LL Wanhattan

(Greenpoint)

70 Thatford (E. New York)
1075 Lafayette (Bushwyck)

155 Hamilton éHenryz

303 8th South)

220 Broadway  (Williamsburg)
Gravesend & L7th(Midwood)
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Jltice stations 1,05,

1910

1910 and 1920 (cout.)
1620
908 Flatbush

(Tel.Exchar ==
(Flatbusn)
(Bensonnurst, )

(Shore Ri.}
(Coney Is

(Bunset, )

10695 sheepshead (Shecpshe:ud)

1333 Buth ave. 1829 Bath 19th % 8uth
13th ave. 55tn sh2h 17ta aAve. Esame)
Surf Ave., Coney Isle. surf Ave C.7. same )
Lhth Ave. 95th a2l hth Ave. 9015 Fifth
Voraees fve. shespshead B. 170U 5h0re Rd. Avenue U
—— Arverne L.T. -
- Tan flst Ave. -
- Hollils n.I. -
- 320 Fulton ——
- »1 Jachkson -
e Guesns L.l. =
- Letlerts Ave. -
- Unieoh Course LT —
. sadnaven LT ==
o —-— 34th
- 305 Church
= . vho Glenmore
- = ¢l9 willoughby
- == L1000 uyrtle
e s 123l St.Jonns
== e LIRR Depoct
- == Nostrand Ave.
roll UfFICE SUBSTATIONS IN 1905
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SROUKLYN POsT OFFICES SUBSTATIONS IN HARCH 1910
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Of the Brooklyn stations, none of tne ruume S35u
flag cancellab“;on devices. In the Alnhatet staticnsz some seven used flag cancel
cevices according to tne lastes records wh

S 3
while sis of tne nzme stations—-~other
the main office--had fl4g cancel devices.
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Pioneer Flights of Garden City Estates, Hlew York: 1911, by Robert Schoendorf.

Lirited soft cover orinting of 300 copies containing 75 nages and including 75 et

illustrations. available at 520 postpaid from Al Zinmerman, 893 Van Nest Ave,
sronx, N.Y. 10)02.

Tnis is an original research study of the first official airmail service,
which was inaugurated at Garden City Estates, Long Island September 23, 1911. Nr.
schoendorf has dug up a mass of contemporary documentat ion and philatelic ephemera
as well as numerous flown covers to commemorate tnis historic occasion. 1In the
process he has altered sone previously accepted conclusions, solved some mysteries
and created others by giving us a much fuller picture of what happened. It can
be recommended as a basic source book for anyone interested in tﬁe origins of

the U.S. alrmail service.

The background is set by a discussion of sore of the unofficial flights of
1509-10, some of wnich have philutelic connections. Scnoendorf then moves into
a detalled coverage of tne nine-day international aviation torunament that gave
us our first officisl airmd 1 covers. For most collectors the most interesting
events are those surrounding the first official flight.

[he contemporary docusents show tne initial mail bag was put together by
pustzl inspector M. H. Boyle who cancelled the covers ana then gave the bag to
Brooklyn carrier Clarey who handed it over to Earle Ovington. Ovington had been
sworn in that day as tne first U.S. airmail oilot. IMr. Ovington flew the bag,
estimated at about 30 pounds, in nis mecn Bleriot konoplane #13 to Mineola where
1t wuas pitched over the side to the lineola sostmaster who had been awaiting it
for several hours. This account documented by Schoendorf differs in a number of
details from the 'official' accord subsequently published by the Postmaster General ..

o

Une of the remaining mysteries of great interest to postal historians is Just
now many pieces of mail were carried on the firsg flight. schoendorf notes that
gererally indicated fi ures show 00 letters and 1,280 cards while one contemporary
news account reports 15,000 pieces of mail (pg. LO-1). He feels the higher figure
1s more accurate. Tais reviewer opts for a middle figure. 4s Ovington commented
the mail was over 15 pounds and the New Lork Times of 9/25/11 put it at 30, the
15,000 piece estimate seems high, for two T11ght5 on the 2lth carried 6,165 cards,
781 letters and 55 pieces of printed matter in two bags weighting 1 and 16 pounds
respectively. On the 2uth two bags totaling 22 nounds carried 3,000 cards, 1,62
letters and 78 pieces of printed matter. Thus 4,200 pieces weighted 22 pounds and
7,900 pieces weighed 30 pounds so tnat 15,000 pieres would be over 00 pounds. How-
ever, as Scnoendorf notes tne officigl fiure of 1,900 pieces is low. It would only
weight 10 pounds.

Among the continuing mysteries are how many of the first flight items sur-
vived and where are tney today? ere any pleces of printed matter carried as they
were on subsequent days? ihere are tne 1)0 cards oosted on tue 27th by krs. Wood-
ruff tnat did not get the normal cancel? Scnoendorf also noses the mystery of the
arrangements made with Engzlish pilots when they carcied the U.S. mail.

lir. Schoendorf hasn't answersd sll the questiocns regarding these first flights.
However, he has nmoved us a consiuerusble distance down the road toward a better un-
derstanding. This work is of varticular interest to Long Island collectors who
want to know about one of the more imnortant »hilatelic events that took place
on the Island.

Calvet i. Hahn N
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