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The letter did not originate in Flatbush proper for the dateline reads,
""Sunday, Flatlands, February 25, 1816". Thare is a manuscript '""Flatbush
Feb. 19" and a manuscript 15¢ next to an 18 3/4 rate which was scratched out.
The rates in effect at this time were those authorized by the Act of December
23, 1814 that went into effect February 1, 1815, Theay ware 50% highar than
the previous rates reflacting a "war tax" upon the mails. Tha Act of February
1, 1816, effective March 31, 1816, repealed this 50% increase and '"restorad"
tha old rates of 1799 and 1810,

For distances betwaen 40 and 90 miles, the "war rata'' was 10¢ plus 50%
or 15¢ while for distances between 90 and 150 miles it was 12-1/2¢ plus 50% or
18-3/4¢. The proper rate to Stoney Brook was 15¢, for it was West of Satauket
and Setauket was only 53 miles from Jamaica (see Journal #2, pg. 15 for a
milsage chart as the distance was measurad in 1775), and Flatbush wasn't that
far from Jamaica. On the other hand, Brookhaven was out by Riverhead and
the postmaster may have thoughtof that 80+ mile distance translating automat-
ically into the 90-150 mile rate of 18-3/4¢. Thus, there is some logic in the
corrected rating. However, I cannot explain the six-day gap between that shown
on the face of the letter (Feb. 19) and the Sunday Fab. 25th dateline. The 19th
was a Monday, as was the 26th and it is possible that the postmaster looked at
the calendar and slipped up by reading one wesk back,

This letter is a beautiful and exquisite love letter from Jane Schenck, the
new bride of Ralph Malbone. It is very lengthy: I will cite only a faw lines,
as written:

"I long to see you My Daar Malbone - I long for

the Necter kiss that tinglas through every vain.
I'long to have my weary head again pillow'd on your
arm - and slumber in your embraces - Such
happiness - such exquisite hapiness too good to
lose - I hope it won't be long 'ere I can enjoy

it and thus have to comfort myself, '

The earliest of the letters in the correspondence is dated October 30,
1810, It did not pass through the mail. In this letter Ralph Malbone says:

""As it is rather difficult, at some timas to pass
our letters undiscoverad, I will recommend a plan.,
I will place a Book at the foot of the second post
from the corner on tha north sice of the school
house, not far from the roots of that peach tree,
then, if eithar of us have letters we can deposit
them in that book with all ease, and safety and
either of us can get them at our leisure, "

Although the next letter shown here, ses next page, does not have a

manuscript postoffice name on it, I would assume it too laft the Flatbush
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postoffice. It is addressed to R. Malbone at Setauket just as was the first one.
The dateline here is "Sunday aftarnoon April 7, 1816". 1t is rated with a '"10"
reflecting the restoredrate that lasted only one month in April 1816. The dis-
tance is 40-90 miles as in tha case of the 15¢ war rate example. This letter
entered the post only seven days after the 50% war tax was rep ealed.
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Several of the more interesting letters are not from Long Island. One
is datelined ""Seneca Villiaga, 3 Miles from the Vil - of Buffalo and among the
Indians, August 2, 1814'. It has a manuscript-Buffalo 4 Augt. and is marked
"Paid" twice, but both are scratched out and the '20" charge was left for Jane
Schenck to pay upon receipt. It reads, in part, as follows:

"My dear Jane,

I am not calculating to uscold you now for not writing,
for I am inform'd that I have Latters in the P.O. in
Lima, and I imagine one of them is from you...I have
drove the business of vaccination at a great rate for
several months past. I have been here but about one
week in which time I have vacrinated 450 Indians.

The Small Pox is circulating in this quarter, and
were it not for the Kine-Pock I fear it would destroy
our Army. I shall now have an opportunity of proving
to the world my skill of Kine-Pock, as well as secur-
ing 100 ds. from one of the most pernicious maladins
that ever assailed the human species. Several Indians
have already died with Small-Pox, and a number ex-
posed must have it. The Indians flock to me for secur-
ity. I board at a. Mr. Hyden Missionary and agent
(from NK),

The situation of our Army at present is not flattering.
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As you are not much of a politician, I will not enter into
the merits of the cause. I will only obsgarve that in my
opinion that unless a speedy peace interferes that we arn
an undone nation, '

Still another letter, datelined ""Campbells Town July the 25th 1812'" and
mailed from that village within two years of its first postoffice says,

"This Jane like most of my calculations is defeated in the
horrid declaration of WAR which not only puts a stagnation
to most kinds of business (particularly surveying) but strikes
a fatal damp on the mind of every true friend to the interest
and welfair of the USA. Many parts of the Ohio particularly
New Connecticut lays much exposed to the Savage Indians.
Almost every paper contains fresh news of their slaughters.
.... My blood chils with horror when I reflect on the con-
sequences of a long and bloody war. How many innocent
victims must face a bleeding sacrifice to the gratification
of Pride & Ambition...If you should have occasion to write
before you received another from me, direct your letters

to Campbells Town Post Office, and from this they can be
forwarded to me. "

There is one letter datelined "Kanawsey Saptember 18, 1814." (Note the
odd spelling of ‘Canarsie). There are a few others mailed via private con-
veyance. One in particularly is written by Ralph's mother at Killingly, N.Y,
but mailed from the Brooklyn postoffice on July 23, 1823. Although written
six days before it says-

"I am afraid you did not receive it, it was put into the Central
P.O. office. I shall put this into the Brooklyn P.O. because I
have a chance to send it there tomorrow. I should write oftnar,
did I know of any private conveyance, but I shall write by the
Post occasionally. "

It is addressed to Brooklyn and mailed there. The postmaster charged 12-1/2¢
because, I surmise, it was originally from Killingly and it did not go through
the mails from there to Brooklyn., (Editor’s Note: On a postroad it would have
been charged if it had bren handed to a stage or such.) A final letter, date-
lined Flatlands Neck April 30, 1815, invites R. Malbone back to L. I. thus:

", ..qukcken your pace towards L.I. were you can make more
happy beside youself and I most cordially invite you to come
and be a residant (at least for a while) of 0ld Kanawsey Castle.
Everything around begins to wear a most anlivening aspect,
the Point, and Meadows display their verdant hue, and the
river, the woods, and the row of cherry trees all show to
the greatest advantage, to bid you doubly welcome, welcome..."
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LONG ISLAND AREA EXPERIMENTAL HELICOPTER MAILL SERVICE.
BY William J. Duncun,
As the development of tie helicopter progressed during
the nlneteen forties conslderution was given to its use
in the transportation of mail,

These covers are from an experimental flight in the
New York Metropolitan Area to determine the feasability

of this means of transporting air mail locally. The covers
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from AMF Wewark, N, J. and Freeport, N, Y. are both
backstamped to indicate arrival at AMF New York, N, Y.

(La Guardia Field)at 12 M; the cover from AMF New York, N. Y.
is backstamped to indicate arrival at Freeport, N, Y. ut

11 AM.

The helicopter landed at the Freeport Municipal Stadium
while on this experimental flight; no further flights were
made to Freeport.

The writer has nc information concerning the reason(s)
for non-adoption of helicopter service for air mail to and
from Long Island post offices. One or more of the following
factors may have been the cause; 1. Cost, 2. Lxisting
Rallway Mall Service on the Long Island Railroad, 3. gvall-
ablility of permanent landing sites, 4. Carrying capacity of
the helicopter relative to potential mail volume, 5. Dep-
endability, particularly with respects to operatiocns dur-
ing adverse weather conditions such as fog, sleet, snow, or
very high winds. Any reader whocan contribute information
concerning this subject 1s invited to do so.
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THE LIRR'S BRIEF FLING AS AN INTERSTATE MAIL CARRIER

) Copyright Calvet M., Hahn 1982

For the space of a faw years, the LIRR servad as an interstate mail
carrier for the New York to Boston mails. This service was the direct re-
sult of the manipulations of two transportation giants, George Law and
Cornelius Vanderbilt who were then building their empires. George Law
got interested in Long Island Sound steamboats in 1844, while in 1845, the
Providence & Stonington R.R. fell into the hands of Vanderbilt and '"Deacon'
Daniel Drew. Both Law and Vanderbilt served on the board of directors of
the LIRR in 1843 and for a few years after. They were interested in com-
pleting the LIRR out to Greenport as a second route alternative to the New
York to Boston steamboat run via Providence. The two arranged for tha
LIRR to invest $400, 000 in steamboats, docks, etc. to make connections at
Greenport.

Whean the line was finally pushed through from Brooklyn to Greenport
on July 29, 1844, a speedy connection to Boston, largely by rail, was than
possibla. The trains left Brooklyn daily at 8 a. m. and connected at Green-
port with one of three Vanderbilt boats: Worcester (605 tons, built 1841),
Cleopatra (402 tons built 1836 and burnt in 1852), and New Haven (342 tons,
built 1835). These boats sailad alternately to Norwich where they connected
with the Norwich & Worcester R.R. or to Stonington where the connection
was with the Providence & Stonington. The trip took under three hours out
to Greenport, two hours to cross the Sound and four hours from the Connect-
icut side to Boston -- a dafinite improvement over the Now York to Providence
steamboat run. It lasted until March 1847. '

The fast new run picked up 150, 000 passengers the first year. It was
also the reason Providence lost so much travel business during the 1844-47
period. The demise of the route came about with the completion of the New
Haven & Hartford R.R. in lat~ 1846, at which time the Vanderbilt boats began
to run New York to New Haven and then by using train connections passengers
and mail went on to Hartford and Boston. Further, on May 18, 1847, a group
of New Englanders put together the new Fall River Line with the fast sailing
Bay State and Massachusetts as the vessels. With the new competition and a
faster land route, Law and Vanderbilt lost interest in the LIRR and neglected
the road until it sank into recoivarship in 1850-1.

From the initiation of the U.S. Express Mail route to Boston in 1842 until
his dismissal on February 14, 1844, Harnden was the contractor. He used as
his messengars E. Lamb Stone and James Gay. Gay, we know, was agent on
the steamboat New Havan. Stone was not on this route in 1844, being hased in
Albany at the time. The New York City postmaster did announce that a special
mail agent would accompany the mail to Boston after Harnden's dismissal be-
cause one of his men left the mail on the docks.

The first report of the Boston mails travelling on the LIRR is dated
August 7, 1844 when New York Postmaster Graham advertised that "On and
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after the 9th instant, until further notice, an sxtra mail for Boston will ha
despatched from this office via the LIRR daily (Sunday excepted), leaving
Brooklyn at 7-1/2 o'clock A. M." An advertiserment of Novembar 2, 1844
tells us that the Mohepan (399 tons built 1839) was ths Stonington boat from
Greenport on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, but on thes 23rd this was

changed to Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays with the other days seeing the
mails go to Norwich (Allyn's Point),

The end of the LIRR mail service can be seen in several ads during 1846,
First is an ad of April 11, 1846 which notad the "Regular mail line between
Boston and New %rk by the fast and splendid Steamers Oregon and Knickerbocker'.
They were to begin sailing on April 1, 1846. On March 31st, the Naw Jarsey
Steam Navigation Co., which had controlled the routs ceased the Stonington
connaction effactive March 31st and carried mail direct to Providence, accord-
ing to its advertisements. The Oregon was damaged in April as a letter in
my collection of 4/25/46 shows and did not rejoin the line until July 18th.
Shortly thereafter, on August 6th we find the first Oregon handstamps on letters,
There is one other complication. From April 20, 1846 through June 5th, both
the N, J. Steam Navigation Co. and the new Independent Line (which had the
Oregon and Knickerbocker) advertised as the ""regular mail line'" to Boston.

The above establishes the fact that the LIRR served as an interstate mail
carrier, in connection with the railroads in Connecticut and the steamboats,
from August 7, 1844 until April 1, 1846 or possibly until June 5, 1846. As
mails left New York at 6 AM and Brooklyn at 7 AM only a few way letters
would be found, such as would travel outside a closed bag. This is in contrast
with the subsequent steamboat mails where passengers might spend their time
writing and where the boats laft in the evenings thus catching the late business
mails from New York.

There are several mysteries involved. Who was the mail agent after
Harnden? Too, who handled the extra or "'express'' mail on the LIRR from
August 9th, 1844 until route agent George W. Smith was appointed on Novembear
12, 1844? There is no one listed under the route agents in the 1845 Fed-ral
Register whose service time fits. Was it possible that James Gay continued
past Harnden's dismissal? He is not reported in the 1845 Foderal Register
which does reach back to July 1, 1844, However, we do know that by July 1,
1846 George H. Kellinger was the new Stonington steamboat route agent aboard
the Rhode Island. His searvice probably started April 1st or June (th 1846
when the steamboats began to run direct and the LIRR sorvice ended. We do
not know the name of his companion route agent on the other boat in the line
at this time, but do know that that party was succeeded by R. J. Lawrenson
by 1/1/1848 who served on the Massachusetts, according to R. H. Morris's
letterbook #137.

Part of the shift can also be tracked through the Ann ual Reports of th»
Postmaster General. A tabl~ dated 11/4/1843 shows route #802 as a stramboat
route running from New York to Norwich, Conn. six times weekly for the 142
miles at an annual cost of $4239. Route #801 part is for 48 miles six times
weekly by rail from Providence to Stonington while the other part, by steam-




boat from New York to Stonington, 125 miles, also six times weekly, at an
annual charge of $10, 700, with thrse times weerkly in wintar but with compensat-
ing sarvice to bring tha average up to six times yearly bhasis.

In the 1844 Annua}_l“Ro,port undated and without routess, the Stonington run
(#801) is shown as 125 miles by boat and 48 by rail at an annual cost of $15, 000,
The New York to Norwich steamboat route #802 is given as 142 miles, six times
weekly at an annual cost of $4,239. The LIRR rout= (#806) appears for the
first time at $5000 annually split with the 97-1/2 miles by rail to Greenport
at nine times weekly and the 28-1/2 mileas by steamboat from Greranport to
Stonington and Allyn's Point (Norwich) at six times weekly. It might be noted
that in 1843 route #818 ran thres times weekly by rail from Jamaica to Hunt-
ington some 27 miles for $180 annually with tha Brooklyn to Jamaica portion
being by stage coach.

The 1845 Annual Report shows that on 10/31/45, the steamboat route #801
to Stonington is $9, 000 while #602 from Providence to Stonington (48-1/2 miles)
by rail is $4,850. The New York to Norwich steamboat route #802 is no longer
raported (sae below), whila ths LIRR routs is still gplit, 93 miles by rail to
Greenport six times weskly at $7, 972 and 35 miles bv hoat o Noarwich eix
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times weekly at a cost of $1750. In the 1846 Annual Report under date of 11/1/46
we find the Norwich boat route #802 is restorad at 142 miles, six times waekly
at an annual cost of $4239. Route #801 by boat from New York to Stonington

six times weekly for 125 milas is $9000 while the other portion is #602 from
Providence to Stonington 48-1/2 milas by rail six times weekly at $4, 850.

The LIRR route #806 is split again, with 93 miles by rail to Greenport, six

- times weekly at $7, 972 and 35 miles from Greenport to Norwich by boat six
times weekly at $1, 750. A new route #1249 from Greenport to Sag Harbor, 12
miles six times waekly, at an annual cost of $250 shows up for the first tima,

In the 1847 Annual Report we again find the Naw York to Stonington #801
at $9000 annually by boat, the #802 New York to Norwich boat at $4,239 an-
nually , and the new steamboat route #1249 from Greenport to Sag Harbor,
but no Greenport to Norwich or Stonington boat. The rail connection from
Providence to Stonington (#602) is $4850, and now route #806, Now York to
Greenport by rail 93 miles is listed alone at $3, 986 annually. The LIRR is
no longer an interstata carrier.

What postal markings were used during this period.? During the Harnden
sxprass mail period, the routa used a U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/N, YORK red 30mm
Type I (E betsween Y and O of YORK) circle. A manuscript marking was used
on February 15, 1844 and a U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/N., YORK Type II (E over O)
came into use subséquently. I record an example on May 18, 1844 . Illustrated
below is an example used October 16, 1846 '""per Stonington route'', used after
the mails had shifted from the LIRR. It is the companion marking, used north-

bound on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, to the ST EAMER /5/OREGON
and I record a use on 9/18/46. The STEAMER markings are used northbound

on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays with the carliest use I racord being
being 8/6/46.
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In my U.S. Express Mail- The Steamor Oragon Handstamps publishad in
the Collrctors Club Philatnlist in 1972 I mads thn case that ths altrrnating
handstamp to tha Oregon markings was tha U.S. Expresa Mail/N, York hand-
stamp. The known examplas in the time period fit thie hypothesis. Because
the steamers departed in tha evenings, there arn a fair numbar of these hand-
stamps, for businesses attempted to get mail into the postal stream at the
close of business. Conversely, we should not expect to find many handstampad
letters on the LIRR route to Boston, for the cars left Brooklyn at 7 a. m. and

the mail laft New York at 6 a.m. In both case s, the postally marked lettars
indicated last minute or "way'' servica.

As the Steamer Oregon and U.S. Express Mail/N. York companion markings
were after the LIRR interstate pe riod, the question arises what was used during
that period from August 7, 1844 till mid-18467 The study done by Phillip Wall
(Chronicle #100) of New York provisionals used from Boston shows that all were
postmarked with a Boston cds and none with eXpress mail handstamps. Actually
southbound lettars, unlass handled in at the port in Stonington or Allyn's Point
or handed to the route agent on the LIRR, should have no special mark. Thus,
we should not expect to find southbound lettars showing LIRR service on the
interstate mails. Northbound letters probably received the U.S. EXPRESS
MAIL/N. YORK 30mm red handstamp at New York or Brooklyn and, again, are
unlikely to be distinctive.

Nevertheless, there is one set of handstanp s that appears to indicate
use on tha LIRR during this interstata period. This is the red 32x4mm RAIL
R. handstamp reported from February 26, 1846 through to May 7th, The last
dated was illustrated in my 1972 express mail articla cited above and states,
"the Oregon is landing today. .. we shall ship the cotton via the Oregon. '

This ex-Wyer cover dated Boston 3/18/46 is the only known example
used southbound and the only one with a 10¢ rate. It was mailed on Wednesday.
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Remele reported ona RAIL R. used to New London » one to Boston, and
4 seven to Providenca. I have noted nine to Boston (3/3, 3/12, 4/4, 4/18, 4/25,_
4/26 (Sunday), 5/5, 5/12 and one with three handstamped 5'8 whose date I don't

; record), one south from Boston (Wednesday 3/18), and two to Providenca (2/26
% and 5/7) . One of my Boston and one Providence duplicate Remale's racords.
The dates are significant for all northbound items, axcept tha Sunday copy, are
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. This is a duplication of the pattern I
reported for the STEAMER markings in the Oregon period and suggests that
this RAIL R, is the diract predecessor of the steamer marks, If so, then it
would be logical to expect the U,S, EXPRESS MAIL/N. YORK circles to also
be used an the alternate day services, ;
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The rare red 28-1/2mm doubla circle with large 10 (wlié}ﬁqle
L7¢), ex-Hicks used from Hauppauge on 9/25. While it is
; noted as 1845 (making it the earliest LIRR named handstamp)
' by the present owner I believe it is 1846 as indicatad in the
Hicks catalog. An example with a manuscript 'Paid 10", Wyer
lot 768, is known 2/27/4? and one with a manuscript '40' used
to California in the gold rush period is also known.
There are several problems with my hypothesis. First, the RAIL R, usa
dates extend beyond the April 1, 1846 change in routing indicated by the news-
Paper advertisements, although not past the period when the N, J. Steam Nav-
igation Company advertises if was carrying the "ragular mail"., Snacond, I know
of no shift in sarvice circa Frbruary 1846 to initiats this marking, Both a sacond
route agent or a later departure might cause it. Wa do know that by 1850, there
were two morning trains to Greenport, one at 8 and one at 9.a.m. with the lattor
arriving first, at 1:30 p. m. and the earlier train arriving at 5 p. m. If the mails
began to move on the later train in February 1846, the marking would logically
be applied to last minuti early morning mail,

A final point applies to tha regular 28-1/2mm double circle L.I, route
markings (Ramele L7a and L7c); Several examples are known to overlap the
RAIL R. period (lot 1689 in Hicks is 2/18/46 and a 1/19/46 is also recorded from
the same correspondence. However, all examples in the LIRR interstate period
are bound toward New York not outbound. The two markings were probably held by
different route agents. -
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