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COLLECTING L.,I, POSTAL HISTORY
by The Editor

In the last issue I noted that new member Robert Boos had solicited as-
sistance from some 'old timers' in L. I. collecting to find sut how he should col-
lect L, I. postal history. As Mr. Boos put it,

"Since I've lived in the Hicksville area for most of my life and have
commuted on the Long Island Rail Road for nalf of it, I'd probhably
select those as my areas if no one suggested any other. However,
I would like to know what others are doing so that I don't pass up
anything through ignorance..."

Mr., Boos has the right of it, The most satisfyinz collections are those
that involve the collector's life in some fashion, such as the focus on where he
lives or lived or where he works or the field in which he works., The extra
meaning gives the greatest satisfaction.

Art Fitzpatrick has attempted to give a slightly different perspective in
commenting apon Mr. Boos' request. He noted that whea he began collecting
Loong Island postal history he tried to collect all of the island. Then,

"after a couple of years I dacided that I had neither the time left (being
of retirement age) nor the money to complete such a collection. Now I
concentrate on the two towaships of the North Fork of eastern L. 1. (32
postoffices). I am already well on the way toward having an example
of each postal marking on mail originating in Southold village whose

postoffice was established in 1802.,.."

My own experience underscores the important role of both time and
money. Ior completeness you must have a good supply of both. Luck also
helps. I gave up general collecting years ago when it finally penetrated my
thick skull that I could never afford the rarities I wanted in either adhesives or
postal history. On the other hand, a collection involving stampless rarities looked
attainable. Because of family associations with New York State that go back almost
290 years I focused upon a New York collection and added up every New York
stampless marking reported in the cataloz. The total was $6, 000 which suggested
that even with 100% error, the goal was attainable. I now know that it is nct.
Both money and time will defeat any attempt at completeness and I've probably
done as well as anyone who has attempted it.

The two intertwine., Certain rarities, although not of high value, are just
not available. In setting up my collection I went over every piece of philatelic
literature that secemed to refer to New York State stampless covers. Some of
the items I last recorded in the literature of the early 1930's--fifty years ago.
I've still never had a chance to acguire them irregardless of price. Thus, time
is as Art Fitzpatrick noted a maior ingredient. Some collectors cannot stand not
to acquire a piece every month or so. Depending upon how you collect you may
have long arid periods. No one sesms to turn up anything in your area that you
can afford.
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Money is equally important. Some items soar in price. For example.
there are 3-4 known examples of the L.I. sound steamboat 'Father Knickerbocker'
handstamp. It was first reported in the 2arly 1930's, but only one of the copies
has been in readily available auctions. This example sold at the Knapp sale in
1941 at $52, 50 at the same time that a STEAMER/5/OREGON sold for $9.50. It
next sold at $5, 000 and was just recently 'offered! to me at $23, 000 while T had
an equal option in the last month or so to gata Steamer/5/Oregon for about $65.
Obviously the Knickerbocker has soared and I can't afford it now. Further, note
the comparative price rise. The Knickerbocker cover rose 380 times while the
Oregon item went up 6. 8 times. This suggests you must know which piece to buy
when it comes on the market and you can't afford to buy everything. A collector
who sacrificed in 1941 to buy the Knickerbocker would have done much better over
the long haul,

There are a number of ways of collecting ‘postal history. In the geographic
approach, which is the most popular today, we have a set of hooks that illustrate
some of these variables. One such book is the Blake and Davis Boston Postmarks

to 1890. Another is Sterling Dow's Maine Postal H.LS.??EY and Postmarks. A third
ts Malcolm Nichols' Early Post Offices of Chautaugua County New York. Fach
handles geographic collecting from a differsent angle and each should be examined
to see what ideas each author can contribute to your collecting satisfaction. You
can also use other approaches such as the one espoused in Williard's study of
the 2¢ red-brown or Vol. II of the Ashbrook study of the 1¢ stamp of 1851-60. To

stirnulate further interest, the following article is offered:

HOW TO COLLECT LONG ISLAND POSTAL HISTORY
by Fred Lightfoot

The simpfest way to collect Long Island postal history is to make up a list
of all the post offices on the island and then visit, or write. cover dealers to see
what they have in stock with postmarks of these postoffices., Such a list can be
compiled county by county from Lee DeGraff's 1969 work Post Offices of New York
State 1792-1969. You can even split the listing by time periods, e.g. post offices
in existence between 1889 and 1910 or some other date. The Long Island Postal
History Society has already published a list of the 'discontinued post offices’ on
the island, and use of this list will save many hours of searching through old
postal guides for the names of "DPO's',

Today, most dealers who specialize in covers separate them by state. A
few know enough about New York State to break their covers down by counties. which
saves you from wading through thousands of covers from the '‘mainland’ post
offices. Of course, the dealers are not infallible, and sometimes collectors mix
up their careful sorting, so that a quick look throuch sections of their stock that
are not supposed to have Long Island material is often rewardingz. (Editorial com-
ment: I particularly suggest checking N. H, . N.J. and Mass, )

Major stamp shows are often the best opportunity today to go through large
quantities of covers. There are many covers from Long Island buried in categories
not made up by states--e. g., patriotics, county and fancy covers, covers sorted
by stamp issue, railroads, etc, The dealers who own these covers often are un-
aware that they have Long Island postmarks,
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Unfortunately, there are very few chances to buy Long Island covers over
the counter in the stamp stores in Manhattan, unlike the situation that once existed
there before World War II. However, some choice iterns do turn up on occasion,
but not frequently enough to sustain the interest of someone who has only Long
Island as his field. (Ed. Note: I was able to pick through a collection of about 500
L.I. covers that showed up in a retail outlet in the past two years gettiny a number
of 'rare' covers.)

Auctions are also fertile territory. In the past few years. many remark-
able Long Island covers have turned up in these sales including Revolutionary,
wreck, railroad early stampless. and express company items. It takes hours
to go through the catalogs carefully each month, but it does pay off,

As recent auction prices indicate. really desirable covers are not cheap
today, although there are times when very rare covers can be bought. even from
supposedly well-informed dealers. at low prices. These bargains help average
out the high prices we have to expect in well-attended auctions. If you have been
collecting long enough to have a good idea of what exists in Long Island covers.
and you see one you've never heard of. don't paany-pinch. You're more apt to
regret not buying a rarity than going a bit overboard on it.

Trading with other collectors can help you get covers you want without
a large cash outlay.

If you are interested in 20th century post offices as well as earlier ones,
postcard dealers are worth chacking out. Most dealers in this area separate
'Long Island' and 'Brooklyn' and 'Coney Island' cards, and the used ones sometimes
have cancels of very small post offices or rare R.P. O.'s As the cards are priced
for the post card pictures, the postmarks may be cheap.

Incidentally, post cards are good for illustrating a postal history collection.
The best cards are those that show post offices but pictures of the places where
the post offices were are also appealing., Many cards from around 1900 show the
village pretty much as it looked years earlier. Another source of early pictures
is the historical museum. Such museums often have early pictures of many local-
ities, and copies can be obtained at a low price.

Other collateral material for Long Island postal history is rare. but it
is possible to locate old newspaper advertisements for railroad, steamboat and
stage service that mention the mails. These can be added to a collection or
photocopies of the relevant advertisments inserted on an album page.

For the really serious studet, there are archives of old documents. in-
cluding letters, in various public and private institutions which can yield inform-
ation on how the mails were carried before the 19th century. The letters cannot
be owned, but often can be photocopied for a researcher’'s work,

This point of time is a good one for someone interasted in any area of
cover collecting, Many of the collections formed in the 1930's and 1940's when
material was overflowing in New York, are coming onto the markets as their owners
die or give up their collecting. Alert buyers can get material that may not reappear
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AN 1845 SOURCE DOCUMENT DISCUSSING THE FIRST L.I.R.R. ROUTE AGENT'S

PROBLEMS IN MAIL DISTRIBUTION
by An Anonymous Contributor

Remele tells us that the first train from Brooklyn to Greenport, L.I. that

made the entire trip was on July 27, 1844, He also notes '"route agent service was
in effect in 1848, and probably as early as 1846..." This document establishes
that route agent service began in 1844, Further, by checking the Federal Register
for 1845 we find that George W. Smith, the first route agent on the L, I, R.R. re-
ceived $230 annual compensation for the 1844-5 year and began service November
12, 1844. His salary went to $500 by 1847 and to $900 Ly 1851. He was still

serving in 1857,
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THE NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR R, P. O, 1939-1940
by William J. Duncan

At the time of the New York World's Fair of 1939, which was extended
through 1940, the largest mover of mail was the railroad system. It was just a
few years later that the end of the R. P.O. era began as the bulk of mail trans-
portation was shifted to the air lines and trucks. Because the railway mail ser-
vice was at its peak it was very natural that one exhibit at the 1939 World's Fair
would be a working Railway Post Office car. This car was set up on the fair
grounds and mail deposited at the Fair was distributed through this car. an ar-

rangement that enabled the viewing public to observe the Railway Mail Service
clerks in action.

L

An example of the mail serviced in this car during the fair can be seen
above. The locomotive illustrated on the cover was the Pennsylvania Railroad's
class S1, #6100, which was the world s largest and fastest coal-burning passen-
ger engine at that time, It was exhibited at the Fair on a special treadmill op-
erating under its own steam. It could handle trains of up to 1,200-tons at 109
miles per hour.

-RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE

The postmark used on this letter is the 40mm circle reported as 150-P-1
in the "N'' section of Vol. IIT of U, S. Transit Markings Catalog by Charles Towle.
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and published by the Mobile Post Office Society., Under the same 150-P-1 number.
the catalog seems to indicate a 30-1/2 mm circle as well but this app=ars to be an
error. The marking is only reported for 1939, however. it is known in both 1939
and 1940. There is also a machine mail postmark from the Fair. which is catalog-
ed as 150-P-2. It is 22mm in diameter and, as shown, has condensed wording,

and is part of a 7-bar duplex. It is also known in 1940,

Als o found in conjunction with the 1939-40 World's Fair at New York are
facing slips. DBelow is an example of such a slip used on a bundle of mail made
up at New York City's Peansylvania Terminal to publicize tha Railway Mail
Service Day at the 1939-40 New York World's Fair held on Long Island. This
example is from 1940.

i) N o
e
v

P

Facing slips are used on bundles of mail to indicate the office of origin,
and in some casas the contents, of bundles, Although the Penn, Term. R. P, O.
was located under 32nd street in Manhattan in the Peansylvania Railroad station.
it should always be considered as part of the Loag Island Railway postal history
because for many years all Loag Island Railway Post Office runs commenced
or terminated in this station. In =zddition, Long Island mail was distributed
at the Terminal on a 24 hour per day seven day a wesk basis. At present there
is no catalog of facing slip markings but the Mobile Post Office Society is con-
templating work on such a listing.




EARLY LONG ISLAND POSTAL HISTORY III

@ Copyright Calvet M. Hahn 1981

While there is no evidence of official mail service having been set up
on Long Island after the Battle of Lexington, we do find a rare notice in Holt's
New York Journal which reported on August 10. 1775 that ""Last Monday an Ex-
press arrived from East Hampton...'. I record no other letters or reports in
the papers prior to the closing down of the New York postoffice in December 1775
or under the American takeover of the mail prior to the fall of New York. With

the coming of the Revolution, Mr, Dunbar apparently withdrew his service,

Long Island enters ths era of Revolutionary postal history through a
series of letters written from Britich Headquarters on Staten Island from John
Maitiand to his brother the Earl of Lauderdale. Maitland was involved in getting
the troops ready for the attack on the beaches of Coney Island the initial landing
place, from which they were to march north to Flatbush and the Battle of Brooklyn.
One of the various Maitland letters that has been on the market in recent years
is illustrated below. It is dated August 15, 1776 and discusses the long-awaited
arrival of Hessian troops. Maitland states he is in command of about 500 light
infantry and that ""we expect to begin serious business in a few days''. The letter
went back to Enzland on the packet Sandwich which sailed on August 20th under
command of Capt. Nottingham. The packet charge of one shilling is noted as

"IN' on the face of the letter. An additional 6d rate to Edinburgh made it 1/6 'in all'.
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An American correspondent, Moses Gaylord, whose letters have also been
offered on the philatelic market follows., In a letter without an address leaf dated
New York August 23rd. 1776 , Gaylord writes his wife in Connecticut that the
British landed the day before (8/22) in a force of 5.000 and that several reziments

have gone to meet them. For example, he notes that the Chester regiment was
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ordered over, He also reports that a Col. Gay died on the 22nd, but does not
state whether or not this occurred on Long Island.

By the 25th Maitland's Hessians had gone ashore under Lt., General
DeHeister, and they reached Flatbush on the 26th in time for the Battle of Brook-
lyn on the 27th. The American Archives 5th Series II, py. 108 zives an eye-
witness account of the fight at Gowanus Creak and General Washington's dismavyed
exclamation on it, "Good God! What brave fellows I must this day lose!', A
sacond letter from another officerwho reported this battle is recorded in the same
source on pg. 232, I cannot ascertain if either had postal markings. We do,
however, know that the New York City postmaster had been ordered to depart on
August 30th and was removed to Dobbs Ferry on September 1st by ordars of the
Committee of Safety so it is unlikely postal markinzs would be found. The mail

probably was by military courier or private pariies,

Another repori of this battle was recently offered for $750 in maniscript
dealer Walter Benjamin's The Collecior. It is from American genaral Edward
Hand to his wife, "My ever dear Kitty''. This hattlefield letter is datelined Lonx
Island Aug. 27 7 o'clock p, m., and is a dramatic account of the fighting of that
day. In part it reads,

"I have just time to tell you that pari of the Enemy landed on this Island
the 22d. They did not advance farther than Flat Bush until last night.

I had a fatigueing time of it. And a number of our Troops have been hem'd
in but behaved well. Many have got clear and many are yet missing Our
Pennsylvanians were chiefly of the Pariy--I escaped my Part oaly by
beinz relieved at 2 o'clock this mora'g. Major Burd & Coll. Atles were

Out & are yet Missinpg...May God preserve you."

The next philatelic report comes from another of the Moses Gaylord cor-
respondence. It is dated New York Sept. 1, 1776 and tells his wife to write him
c/o Lt. Charles Simons Co., Major Newburg's Regiment of Militia in Little
This letter travelled outsidz the mail (the New York City
evacuated) and went "pr. favour Mrs, Steel',
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In this letter Gaylord tells his wife,

"Our Army is Retreated from Long Island to Govenir's Island, Brought

off their teats, Baggzage Artillery with Little Loss. Some kill or wounded
going but ye next Day--Our Army is healthy Consideriny what numbers

there. is..." (In regard to Lonz Island) I Can't give the pariiculars. You
will have it in print, Great numbers are slain or taken prisoners. Amoag
the kilt my kinsman William Gaylord was kill by the Retrete., Expired in

a few moments after he was Shot--Lieat, Gillet tis said was wouned or taken.
Joseph Maggyt its suppos'd is Dead, Kill'd or Drowned makeing their Escape.
I han't time to mention any more of my acquaintances tho not from this
place--Huntington's Regiment tis said are all Cut off but Seventy or Eighty
bat I hope it's not So..."

He concludes by noting that he is seading four letters with this oae and the bearer
went out a mile last night,

The British were unable to trap Washington in Brooklyn but did immediately
set out to occuply Brooklyn. Newtown, Bushwick Hell's Gate and Flughing. Oa
Sunday , Sept. 15th they launched the attack on New York City from Newtown Creek
and landed at Kip's Bay just in front of Postmaster General John Foxcroft's res-
ideace. New York City quickly fell and General Washington retreated to the Heights
in Haerlem for the final battle for the city,

With the fall of New York City, Loagz Island was occupied by the British
and this occupation did 20§ end uatil November 1783 when the final British forces
evacuated. Western Long Island settled in well under the British as much of the
population was Tory in politics., In fact, Long Islanders flocked to the British
colors forming a special contingent under Oliver Deliancy. This force wus at
first engaged in maintaining law and ordar on Lonz Island hut later was shippad
out to fight outside the state. British military bases were set up at several Loax
Island points such as Hempstead, Corum and Sag Harbor.

One of the most important towns on the Island at the time was Sag Harbor,
which was second only to New York City as a commaercial center in the state. It
had joined with other eastern L.I. towns to patition Congress to put an embargo
on Long Island products during the Revolution. Under the British it was mads
a naval stores depot and the first military move by Washington against Loagz Island
after the loss of New York was a hit and run raid in sarly 1777 against Sag Harbor
which burnt much of the British supplies there.

Long Island was basically the farm supply d=pat for the British troops in
the North., Many of the farmers willingly paried with half of their forage etc. to
supply the British, but as Judze Jones writes in his History of New York During
the Revolutionary War the British abused the situation and eventually turnad
the majority of Eastern Loag Islanders, at least, against them. As Jones was
a Loyalist, this is a major condemnation. Joaes alss reporis that in mid-1778
the British withdrew their bases from Fast of Jamaica and left the remainder
of Lionz Island subject to hit and run raids from American forces and looters.
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In his book. Judze Thomas Jones cites case after case of civil goverament
breakdown on Long Island that resualted in a growing anti-British feeliny. He
notes that the town of Islip had freqient alarms when the British troops wen*

by, and how men, on parole might be kidnapped by the Americans coming over
from Connecticut,

The British Postmaster General John Foxcroft found that the military
were not about to let him continue to perform mail services so that there is
very little occupation mail with postal markings. The military, in effect. took
over the posial services., A typical occupation leiter from Long Island is shown
below. This has no postal markinzs bat anpareq"lv was sent by the Jamaica
stage to New York City so that it might classify as "independent mail' usace
during the occupationa.

The conteats is datelined Jamaica, October 22, 1777 and is addressad to Evert
Bancker in New York. It requests that the 'cags' which the stage will deliver
be filled with the best Madeira wine and returned by stage. The letter is signed
by Jacob Ogden, who is probably a relative of Abraham Ogden. the founder of
Ogdensburgh,
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Another Long Island cover that appears to have been trans mitted darinzy the
occupation showed up in a recent Phillips sale. It is datelined Liong Island Feb.
26, 1780 and is to Capt. Stoutenburg at Poughkeapsie. The writer, Ebenezer Mntt
reports ''I have som: hopes of an exchange taken place in a short time as there is
one on foot now.' This appears to suggest that Most was a prisoner and was hopeful
that a prisoner of war exchange would soon take place. Other correspondence from
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British prisoners being held at the Lancaster barrack p p.o0.w. camp in Pennsylvania
in April 1780 suggests that a major exchanze had been in negotiation.

This cover presents several postal problems. The rate at this time was
the short-lived twenty times rate. The minimum basic rate to which the twen® y
times was applied was 1.8 dwt or 26 dwt 16 grains. The cover, howaver, seems
to show either a 20 or 24 dwt which is insufficient to cover the minimum rate dis-
tance of up to 60 miles. Poughkeepsie is 83 miles from New York. Further. there
is a dollar conversion of $5.50 which at twenty times is 27.5¢. However. batween
December 1779 and April 1780 the dspreciation was not twenty times but thirty to
forty times. As the dollar converted at the rate of 18 dwt. per dollar tha $5,50
equals 99 dwt. or about 5 dwt after dividing by twenty. Again, ths rates make
no sense and raise a question of expertizing tha cover to sea if the rates were adiad
or changed.

A final letter to close out Loag Island in the Revolution is showa below.
It is dated Liondon from the contents and is from Francis Browa to his moths=r on
Long Island. Dated Decambar 17, 1783 it reports receiving a letter recently and
planning to eat Christmas dinner with Capt. Elliot. His brothar Samus! Brown
is on a Frigate Man-of-War which has not bean back to England for seven months,
He 2xpects to come home sometime after May but hopes for a laetter first.
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This letter apparently was put into the mail af a Lonadnn receiving house
whose proprietor’s initials were GS as noted in the circle at left abova in 14mm
size, It was posted on December 27 as noted by the Bishop mark date at right,
This is the date the first posi- occupation packet sailed for America. That ship
was the packet Tankerville which arrived February 14, 1784 where packet master
John Foxcroft, the former Postmaster General, applied the one shilling (IN)
packet postage due marking. The B2 "expence'' is unexplainad, The letter was
held for private transmission to Lonz Island, Thare was an sarlier packet, tha
Shalburns leaving England December 3rd, but it did not arrive unsil February 25
at Charlestos S.C. and Mar+erh 243 1794 oz 8. <r 4 ¥




