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‘WHO HAS A TALE FOR TWO LETITERS?

by Robert Dalton Harris

Berlin, our Burr'lun, is a small Rennselaer County village
just twenty miles east of Albany. She huddles in the Little
Hoosick Valley, created as the river flows north just below
the Taconic mountains, which guard New York's eastern border
with Massachusetts and Vermont. In 1820, Berlin got her post
office and Charles M. Davis was appointed her first postmast-

_er., The letter, pictured below, cleared the newborn Berlin
post office under the franking of postmaster Davis himself.
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As you can see, the letter was sent to a Mr. Thomas Badger
in Boston. The docketing indicates that Mr. Badger, indeed,
did receive the enclosed message:

Berlin Nov. 11, 1820
Dr Sir
Dr. Stephen J. Brown of this town wishes to be-

come a subscriber for the Enterpriad to commence
from the first of April last---he will send the



required advance money by the first mail after
receiving the numbers up to the present time and
consider himself a subscriber for the year--please
direct to Dr. S.J. Brown, Berlin, Rennselaer Co. N
N.Y..
This office is 20 miles East of Albany.

I am Dear Sir Yours Respt.,
Ch. M. Davis P.M. (signed)
To Thos Badger Junior

The Dr. Stephen J. Brown for whom Mr. Davis was vouching was
a young physician in Berlin. Mr. Davis, himself, was a fledg-
ling lawyer and we might well imagine that the pair of themn,
professional contemporaries in a small town, were good friends.
And we might imagine that Mr. Davis consented to help Dr. Brown
obtain a sizable chunk of a year's subscription to the Enter-
priad without first committing the money. At 1least this is
what I guessed when I first got this letter. But now I am con-
fused.

Not long after obtaining the first letter, I got this second
one. It, tco, was directed to Thomas Badger in Boston and, by
the docketing apparently was received by him there. This sec-
ond letter, below, like the first, was carried under the frank
of Berlin postmaster Davis, datelined November 11, 1820, and
devoted to the same interests of Stephen J. Brown:
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Berlin Nov. 11lth 1820

Dear Sir

Stephen J. Brown of Berlin Rennselaer County wishes
to become a subscriber for the Enterpriad. He wishes
you to inclose to him the numbers from April lst 1820
on receipt of which he will inclose your one years ad-
vance pay. I will be responsible that you receive
from him the amount of one years pay. : '

Inclose me a subscription paper. I have ro doubt but
there can be found fromsix to ten subscribers in this
place. _ .

I am Respectfully
your obt sevt

Charles M. Davis (signed)

Thos. Badger Junior

But of course from the pictures you can see the 'catch'—-
these letters were written by two people both purporting to
be postmaster Davis. Could Davis and Brown have mailed dup-
plicates to insure that Badger in Boston received at least
one-of them? Well, maybe, but the letters are not duplic-
ates—-they are significantly different. And we may also ask
which of the letters, if either, did Davis write. The first
letter writer rather postmasterly notes the distance to Al-
bany as well as correctly includes the date in the franking
while the second writer stresses that he will be responsible
for Brown's obligations as well as specifically requests a
subscription paper. v :

Well, what do you say? Do you have a tale for these two
letters? ' ’ '
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~ POST DAYS at New-York for 1789
From the 1ft of November to the 1ft of May

Southern Mail arrives on Wednefday and Saturday,al
3 o'clock, P.M. and clofes on Wednefday and Monday,
at 1 o'clock, P.M,

Eastern Mail arrives on the fane days,at 6 o'clock,
P.M.and clofes on Wednefday at 9 o'clock,and on Sun-
day at 8, P.M, '

From the 1ft of May to the 1ft of November

Southern Mail arrives on Tuefdays,Thurfdays,and Sa-
turdays, at 3 o'clock, P.M. and clofes Mondays, Wed-
nefdays, and Fridays, at 10 o'clock, P.M,

Eaftern Mail arrives the fame days at 7 o'clock,P.M,
and clofes Tuefdays,Thurfdays,aﬁnSundaySJN:8oblock5
P.M, ' '
*#+A mail leaves Philadelphia for Pittfburgh,by which
letters for Mufkingum,Kentucke,&c., may be forwarded.




THE MILLIONAIRE POSTMASTER
By John M.C. Peterson

The American Dream-~that indefinable blend of the adamic
personality with the Puritan ethic—-is superbly demonstrat-
ed in the life of one of the Empire State's foremost post-
masters, Paul Smith of Franklin County, A penniless boy who
became a millionaire by catering tomillionaires, Paul Smith
remains not only one of the great figures of the Adirondack
resort hotels, but also one of the state's most noted post-
al pioneers.

Apollos A. Smith was born the son of a lumberman on August
20, 1825, at Milton, Vermont. Over the vyears his somewhat
classical name was shortened to 'Pol', and then finally be-
came 'Paul'. The noted 19th century plotographer, Seneca Ray
Stoddard, who visited the postmaster at Paul Smith's hotel
during an 1873 journey to the Adirondacks, commented that,
"A letter directed to 'Apollos A. Smith' would be very liable
to be sent to the Dead Letter office by the owner of the
name himself." ’ :

As soon as he was old enough, Paul set out from Vermont to
make his fortune. He began work on a canal-boat on the North-
ern Canal, between Lake Champlain and the Hudson River., This
was controlled at the time by Peter Comstock, who had become
the first postmaster of Comstocks Landing in 1832. The name
of this Washington County settlement was later shortened +o
Comstocks and finally to Comstock, and is today the site of
a prison and adjoining hamlet on the shores of the Barge Canal.

Paul soon left his duties on the canal behind to push in-
to the nearby Adirondack wilderness. He became a regular at
John Merrill's place, which was then the only house on Loon
Lake, in the wilds of Franklin County. The site was some-
what grandiosely known as Merrillsville,, and in 1837 John
Merrill had become the first postmaster. The office was dis-
continued in December of 1843, but was reestablished on March
26, 1844, with Paul Smith~-then only 18 years old--serving as
postmaster., As well as his duties to the postal service
which could not have been overly rigorous, Paul was a pop-
ular guide of the hunters and fishermen who were beginning
to find their way into the North Country. :

Encouraged by the visitors he guided, Paul bought two hun-
dred acres of his own on the North branch of the . Saranac
River, one mile from Loon Lake, for $1.50 an acre in 1852.
There in a sheltered ravine he built 'Hunter's Home', a
primitive but select retreat for wealthy gentlemen. Some-
what chauvinistically perhaps, there was no provision for
women, The men shared the eight or ten thinly partitioned
sleeping quarters over the living room and kitchen. Board:
and lodging was $1.25 a day, a guide cost $2.00 a day, and
for 4¢ a guest could draw a tin dipper of rye whiskey from
the barrel in the living room. Hunter's Home prospered and

1



5.
on June 18, 1858, the Merrillsville postoffice was moved

to Hunter's Home with Paul Smith as first postmaster under
the newly authorized Hunters Home name.

PAUL SMITH'S,
ADIRONDACK MOUNTAINS,
FRANKLIN CO.,
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Late in the same year Paul was guiding aBoston lawyer on
a hunting expedition to the shore of Lower St. Regis Lake,
then a wild area. The guest observed, "Paul this is a lovely
spot. Why don't you build a hunting-lodge right here?'" Other
guests had urged himto build a place to take their wives, so
with the seed planted Paul bought fiftyacres for $300, all
of his ready money. A doctor from New York advanced enough
to build a seventeen bedroom hotel on St. Regis which opened
in the summer of 1859. That fall he married Lydia Martin, a
graduate of the Willard Seminary in Troy.

The nearest postoffice was at Bloomingdale, nine miles away
in Essex County, and mail was sent for only once a week. Ac-
cording to Adirondack historian Alfred Lee Donaldson, Paul
Smith's was made a postoffice in 1870 and Paul naturally be-
came postmaster. There is some reason to doubt Donaldson's
accuracy. Federal Post Offices of New York State 1792-1969
shows Paul Smith tobe the first postmaster of the St. Regis
Lake office’, established on February 3, 1863 and discontinued
December 5, 1867, The office at Paul Smiths was established
on March 171881, with Paul again serving as first postmaster.
Early cancellations from this office read, 'PAUL SMITH'S
Franklin Co., N.Y.'" in large ovals or attractive double cir—
cles, struck both in blue and magenta,

Four times since the age of eighteen Apollos A. Smith had
been first postmaster of a new office: Merrillsville in 1837,
Hunters Home in 1858, St. Regis Lake in 1863, and finally an
office bearing his own name, Paul Smiths, in 1881, He was
once asked how he managed to hold office in the face of so
many changing administrations., "Well", he explained, "I quess
-there ain't never been an administration that could change
any quicker than I could."

Paul continued to buy land until he owned between 30,000
-and 40,000 acres. He bought in large blocks, later selling
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small ones as campsites around his hotel at enormous profits.
The hotel grew to immense size and an egqually large popular-
ity.: In 1869, the Reverend William Henry Harrison Murray's
book, Advenbures in the Wilderness; or, Camp-life in the Ad-
lrondacks appeared The clergyman became 'Adirondack' Murray
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and the rush of 'Murray's Fools' 5 the Great North Woods was
Oon. Much of the rush was dlrected toward Paul Smlth's St.
Regis House, of which Murray wrote:

"This is the St. James of the wilderness. Here Sara-
toga trunks and Saratoga belles are known. Here they
have civilized 'hops', and that modern prolongation
of the ancient war-whcoop modified and improved, call-
ed 'operatic singing', in the parlors,. In spite of
all this, it is a capital house, with a good reputa-
tion, well deserved." '

By 1873, Seneca Ray Stoddard observed that Paul Smith's was,

"a very popular resort, and patronized extensively by
a wealthy class of visitors who prefer to rough it in
a voluptuous sort of way".

In his later years Paul incorporated as The Paul Smith Hotel
Company and turned management over to his sons. He was in his
eighties when he founded the Paul Smith's Electric Light and
Power and Railroad Company. At Franklin Falls amn the . Saranac
River he bulltzahydro electric station, and he built an elec-
tric road from Lake Clear Junction to the door of his hotel
to replace the o0ld 37-mile stage road from the southern ter-
minus of the Plattsburgh railroad.

Paul Smith died on December 15,1912, at the age of 87. The
penniless you h who had come to the wilderness left behind
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‘him assets worth over a million dollars. Today his property
is the nucleus of Paul Smith's College, founded in 1937, Ap-
propriately, the school is renowned for its two-year studies
in hotel management and forestry. Even Paul Smith, who once
remarked to the tuberculosis specialist Dr, Trudeau, "No fool
like an. ~ducated fool !" and who held all book-learning in
rather open contempt, might approve. ; :

The final words on this great hotelman and millionaire post-
master are best spoken by the historian Donaldson:

"When Paul Smith died the curtain fell upon the era of
the pioneer. His lifetime spanned the long transition
from oxen to automobile, from corduroy to macadam, from
hardship to luxury. He closed the reigning dynasty of
the old-time guide and genial tavern-host. His passing
ushered in the twilight of the Adirondack gods."
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A CIRCLE WITH PRETENTIONS

by Henry Chlanda

One of the earliest Dutchess settlements was Poughkeepsie,
named by the Indians 'Apokeepsing' for the mats of reeds and
the venison 'upunki' located at the watering place 'ipising'
way station. The Dutch moved in about 1698~~~ just in time
to post their letters under the Neale Patent law, but unfor-
tunately none have survived from this period.

Tpe first postal marking we know is from the Confederation
_peglod, although earlier covers should exist. This letter
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went from Poughkeepsie to Kinderhook (62 miles) and has a
manuscript 1.8 dwt (pennyweight) rate to cover this April
- 16, 1789 usage. We know that a post office existed at least
"four_years earlier, for the Philadelphia City Directory had
a post office advertisement dated October 1, 1785, stating:

"Messrs De. Hart & Kenny, the contractors, appoint
the Postmasters between the city of NEW YORK and
ALBANY " '

A post office at Poughkeepsie is specifically,noted;in the
. accompanying list. . _ . & 2 : ,

The first Federal post office, according'to'the Federal
~Post Offices of N.Y. State was established seven years lat-
“er on June 18, 1792 with Nicholas Powers as the first post-
master. ' ' - s g

Early manuscript markings are known from March 15, 1801
until at least April 9, 1802 while straightlines are report-
.ed from July 28, 1803 until 1804. But, it is the circles I
‘want to talk about. Some of them masquerade as. arcs as the
preceeding illustration shows. ' ' '

Poughkeepsie circles are known from February 15, 1807 un-
til May 30, 1830 in the first style. Until a few years ago
the earliest reported was in 1814, but recently more have
come out of the woodwork--from 1812, 1810, 1809, 1808 and

the new early date. We can expect more until the 1804-1807
gap 1s.closed. Y

Some of these circles are pretentious. Most of thezearly
ones are red-black, although some are just red. None show a
good clear outer rim. But those from the 1816 to 1818 per-
iod are ridiculous. As the August 26, 1818 cover shows, no
or almost no outer rim can be seen. They are trying-- and
some have succeeded--in passing for arcs. The later circles
have more complete cuter rims as a rule. ‘A careful overlay
of covers from the early right through to the late shows the
. handstamp is identical. It's just some of the covers think

they are better than others--they try to pass for arcs.
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URGENT APPEAL

Copy is urgently needed if the ESPHS EXCELSIOR is to be
able to come out three or four times a year as expected.
Although the budget is stringently limited, we can pub-.
lish bigger, fatter issues if the membership wants but we
can't publish at all if you don't give a little time and
to write about your collection. :

With only one story ready now, the timing of the next is-
sue depends upon YOU--George won't write it. The editor
is ready to help you write it.



