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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Utica meeting of Ogtober 7, 1979 was well attended. Would
like to hear from,membé:s their thoughts on the table auction.
Congratulations to ROEEX for a fine Exhibition. \ThOS&‘df:uS
who attended were well pleased. The exhibits were fine. Two
of our members earned awards.

We still need short articles for the "Bulletin". Surely with

over 150 members, there must be some who could write about their

favorite subject in Postal History. -
It is not too early to begin thinking about nominations for the

1980-1981 ﬁermﬂof office. Three Executive Board vacancies must
be filled. The February "Bulletin will outline details.

BEST WISHES for a Happy Holiday Season!

Emma Koberg

President
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Summary of Minutes of Executive Board, ESPHS, October 7, 1979

In her opening remarks to the Board, FPresident Koberg asked that we
take a look at the purpose of the Society which is to advance know-
ledgé of NY State Postal History by means of educational and histor-
iqal research and to acquire and disseminate information relative to
the development of post offices and the postal system in the State.
Our President stated that she hoped we will be able in the coming
year to accomplish thése ends.

George Bernadt, Auction Manager, said that since no worthwhile items
had been sent for auction, no large scale activity was possible. There
will be a table salé today. Bernadt will examine the results before
making a Jjudgment on whether to continue in this fashion.

Library report was given by Dave Prosser. He stated that a suggestion
was made that we purchase non-NY State postal history publications.
After discussion, it was agreed to restrict our purchases to NY
publications. |

Charlie Sweeting agréed to look into what records he has of the early
meetings of the Society and will report to the Executive Board at its
next meeting.

Publication Committee Chairman Bill Seifert gave a report on several
projects being investigated. There was a discussion on the reprinting
of some of our articles of past years. The subject of the Felease of
the Kay- Smith Offices of New York State was brought up. It was
agreed we would look into the matter of what might be supplied the
Society by the publisher and at what discount. It was suggested that
a Wayne County book could be produced, using the late Zdna Helson's
notes. The Board liked the suggestion and it was agreed To prepare
preliminary plans. Director Chet Wilcox offered to do the typing.

Nick Todaro outlined his plans for the "Bulletin'. The matter of
using Bulk Mailing was discussed. It was tointed out that this method
is now being utilized on a test pasis and that no action will be
taken to renew the permit until approved by the board.

(committee reports cont. pg.l15)
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Editor's Obgervations: I agree with the idea to have columns
’i’ ‘Cy Nick Todaro that could be repeated with each issue.
. YS The BULLETIN could have a column for this
and for that area of interest as the secre-
tary proposed to me, It's a good 1ldea and

I will promote 1it.

A column could refer to DPO's and another to Manuscript postmarks.
Space could regularly be devoted to Unusual and Fancy cancelations.

Committee chairmen could supply the input and those of us who have
an interest could have a column of his/her own. County list of 'lost!
post offices is also a challenge to find by any of us.Other column
titles are sought and I will try to accomodate your interests.

LOST TOWNS: »
- A LOST TOWN is one for which a post office was officially
established but is unknown in any collection as a postmark or a can-
cel,manuscript or otherwise. Care must be taken as regards those
which were discontinued and later revived in another place. This
normally means in another county, but could be the same county.

' The post office of OSWEGO FALLS was discontinued and
years later reestablished in the same place. RIGHLAND was discon-
tinued and reestablished several years later in the same county
but miles away.Neither of these are missing or LOST towns, however
the situation is different when it comes to WALKER. An office with
that name exists even now but no example is known used in Oswego Go.

The LOST TOWNSVef Oswego county,N.Y.

Bundys Crossing 1871-1906 q North Hannibal 1867-1907.
Cartersville 1850-1865| North Volney 1859-1906
Catfi&h .00-00-.0.00.1877-1903 Pine Ridge T I B Y 1837"1814.0
Checkered House 1850 only|| Richland Station 1861-1868
East Boylston 1869-1882| Roosevelt 1831-1851
E&St PariSh .oo-o-o~o'1851"185u. Sala ‘.~.............. 1893"'190)+
Four Corners 1817-1821 |+ Seneca Hill 1855-1859
Howardville 1875-1902| Six Mile Creek 1836-1843
Ingalls Crossing .....1870-1903|| Smartville ......... 1893-1903
Jerry 1885-1904 {| South Hannibal 1855-1906
Lansing 1871-1906| South New Haven 1877-1904
Lindseyville.seeesse..1839-1843 1 South Scriba ....... 1869-1906
Little France 1876-1904 || Spruse 1891-1901
Loomis Corners 1821-1822|| Union Settlement 184l -1864
Maple Hill +s..ecese...1864-1874 Walker v.oveeeeeessss 1898-1899
Molino 1853-1887 Wellwood 1890-1904L
Morse 1891-1894 || West Granby 1831-1833
Mount Pleasant ...... 1871-1903|] West Mexico ........ 1813-1848
North Boylston 1901-1903|] West Willlamstown 18%3-18h8
North Constantia - 1878-1903 | Wrightson 1886-1904
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12¢ RATE, 1847 and 1850

Two covers have recently come to my attention with rather mysterious
12¢ rates. Both originate in New York State, and previous owners have tried to make
them car?ier rates, way rates, canal rates, and almost anything else you can meﬁtion.
Since they>do bear New York markings, I thought that I would share my thoughts on

them with the ESPHS.

The 1847 cover bears a red circle LOCKPORT / SEP / 27 / N. Y., a ﬁs.
10 over a red handstamped 2 over a bar, over a ms. 12. It is addressed to 'David

Wilsey, Ann Arbor, Washtenaw, Mich."

The 1850 cover has a red circle COHOES / FEB / 14 / N. Y., a ms 10, a
large blue handstamped 12, and a blue shraight line MAR / 1. It is addressed to
- ——'"Mr-—John L.~ Jackson, Annanbor, WashtenaWICoﬁnty, State of Michigan, North America."

It is headed New York, Feby 6th 1850.

It is my belief that both letters remained unclaimed in the post offive
at Ann Arbor, and were then advertised. The odd 2¢ would then be the advertising

fee, and of no New Ybrk significénce.

Of course, we still have the problem of why the second letter took 8

days to get from New York to Cohoes, and why it went out of the mails!

Henry M. Spelman III
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Discontinued Post 0ffices of NYS

ARTHUR - established ceens 8/31/1880
‘\\ ) discontinued cesee 8/12/190u‘x‘m
} . duration - 2L years{ 
. : : papulation 1880- LO .
Location: Two miles downstream from MEXICOion Little Salmon R.
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pain 10-d4ys return to

,Mb.nufacturer of all kxnés
. Turned Heading and Shinglés,
" ARTHUR, Oswego Co.,, N. Y..
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‘ Ex.1

A century ago this little hamlet iIn Oswego county supported the
Republication party for the nomination of Chester A. Arthur and James
Garfield to replace President Hayes in the White House. A political
reouest for a post office was not denied and the hamlet on the New
Haven to Pulaski stage route got its first postmaster. Postal archives
state the first postmaster to be Bryon A, Meyers. - i “

The 1890 county history names Bryon A. Myers.Another entry says
Alexander Myers,the first postmaster served for ili years,that he had
lived there since 1848,and his first wife bore 10 children.He later
married the daughter of Horace Kilbourn.(The same who was a member
of the House of Representatives ?)

Mrs.Eva Dawley George, born in 1891 and still residing on the
George Road, recalls her early life and school days at Arthur. The
post office was on the south east corner in the general store.

There was no rural delivery by the USPQD and Mrs. George recalls
that she often picked up mail for neighbors before walking to her
home, returning from school.

Kitty corner from the 3tore was and still is that former inn and
now known as the beautiful stone edifice,presently occupied by the
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(Arthur-cont.)

Brunson family. Over the old south entrance of this former stage

sStop and boarding house is an engraved stone which reads,"Wm. S.
Carpenter, 1838 Builder™., This building i1s often refered to as the
location of the post office."Not so, never™, says Mrs,George. She
vividly recalls the night the store with its postal service, burned

to the ground. The owner, Mr. Brown, carefully dressed in his sunday
best before stepping out a window and climbing down a pole. Insidently,
he was the Mr. Brown of the now widely known Grandma Brown's Baked Beans.

Arthur, hamlet without a post office and no store,was a place of
inconvenience for its hardy folk. Residents picked up their mall and
store bought goods at the village of Mexico. It was usual that residents
pPicked up tihe mail for neighbors and that was the first 'Rural Delivery'.

Mr. Brown did not rebuild and the Post Office never returned. A
new RFD route was established and its patréns the residents of Arthur.
This was an unusual preocedure as the absence of a post office hastened
the inaugeration of the postal route instead of being put out of
business by it.

Exhibit # 1 pictures a letter postmarked Arthur,N.Y. Sep.6,1883.
It is addressed to Ohio, N.Y.,a village, lost her post office status

on March 31,1954. by N.Todaro

e
Y A

" Library Happenings

The Library has recently acquired the following books,

1. Collected Postal History Notes of Ontario County, New York
State by Emma Koberg

2. American Stampless Cover Catalog Third Edition BEditted by
E.N.Sampson -

3. The Postal History of Western New York, Its Post Of fices,
Its Postmasters by Pitt Petri

4, A Checklist of the Post Offices of New York State to 1850
by Louis W, Kaiser

5. Post Offices of New York State 1792 - 1969 Empire State Postal
- History Society (Hardbound Copy)

These and any of the other books or micro films in the Society
Library may be borrowed free of charge by any member of the Society.
See the June, 1978 Rulletin for a complete list of the other books
available. Rooks and microfilms may be borrowed from the Librarian,
David W, Prosser; 7664 State St. Rd., Watertown, New York 13601,

AT



Interesting covers:

RITURN REGISTERED LETTER? RECEIPT.

Note.—This return receipt, after Jeing signed by the parw %o whom thuuré' ror package which accom.
panies it is delivered, must be lmmedio.tdy enclosed to the Postmaster af, the office where it originated. ]

155" Should the registered letter not be delivered, this” lecelpt must be forwarded with it, in due
course, to the Dead Letter Office.

L% é I Maz/w /; /J’go | d
ollailed qfl / a/i,(/j ﬂ;- . L%

a lefler addiessed 4o e//ffw @% ?
,/},_,,_ M él‘ S 437 Wrng 2T,
Stamp here the o}ce and date ’ :
of delivery. 4
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see page 8
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The covers shown on pages 7 and 9 were obtained from an auction
lot of covers that were mostly uninteresting. But read on...

Page 8 exhibits photos of an official envelope of the USPOD for
Registery business with Scott No. 0108 affixed. The registry re-
celpt was enclosed,indicates it was signed for at the New York P.O.
on January 30,1880, twelve days after mailing.

Paris was a P.0.in central Oneida County with a population of
125 according to the 1880 census. Purple colored ink was used to
complete the upper part or sending office information.The printed
form prepared the date as 186 ‘planned for use in the 1860s,and
was written over for the correct date of 1880.

There are two views of the cover. The Stamp was not damaged
and then repaired. Close inspection revealed thet the adhesive
had been folded over. A damp blotter loosened it at the top only
and backing paper shows up the true condition of the stamp.

—_—

Page No. 9 shows Scott No. o9 and this earlier Registry Business
cover has the penalty imprint on the lower left.This cover contained
a Return Registered Letter Billindicating a registered letter was
sent- from West Meridith dated 5-14-1878,.Population for that hamlet
at that time is recorded as 4O and was located in the southeast
portion of Delaware County.

By January 19th the Paris P.0. had reglstered its 6 th letter,
however the smaller office at West Meridith registered its second
letter on May 1lith. The population figure for 1890 at West Meridith
as shown in my gazzeteer for that time is 30!

Awards committee report:

Clifford Tuttle,Awards chairman reports on ROPEX held at Rochester,
N.Y. Qctober 19 th. through the 2lst. Mr. Anton H. Zahm was awarded
a ROPEX Vermeil and the Empire State Postal History Society Award,

for the best exhibit of Postal History of New York State.The title

of his exhibit was "New York State and County Postmarks"

Another Vermeil award was awarded to Mr. Nicholas J. Todaro for his
exhibit "Postal History of Oswego County.,"

Other postal history exhibits winning awards were a Silver-Bronze
to R.H.Nathaniel and a Silver to R.C.Maurer.

Editor's note: Mrs, Jean Corrin Boyce received the Postal History
Society Award for the best exhibit of Postal History. Her exhibit
was titled,"Isle of Man, 1812-1938."

The Vermeil award was a scrimshaw depicting the "Bluenose", the
Scooner that won the International Fisherman's Race.

Member Nancy B. Zielinski won a Silver-Bronze for "Maine Manuscript
cancellations" and member James Flynn also had an exhibit. The awards
were posted Saturday afternoon and a critioue followed bg the judges.,
Every exhibitor was furnished a packet containing a program, a mint

souvenier card,a special brown cover and a composite score sheet.
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_{ [ RETURN REGISTERED LETTER BILL.

mrn i -

TUpon the receipt of thxs Bill at the office of its destmatlon, the Postmaster will at once enter the date of its ST
receipt, and ascertain whetber a corresponding package of registered letters has been received at his office. Ifit %as, ) iE o
he will indorse this Bill torrect if it is found so, or note any error or difference which may be found in it, and will . Lt
il then inclose and return it by the first mail to the office from which it was received. If it be found that the corresponding ¥

package has not been received, he will indorse the Bill not received, and will return it in the same manner. The A o
Reglstered Letter Bill w111 be retained and filed at the office at which it is received. N
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OFFICIAL

Thh Eavelope is to be used only for
Post-Office Business.
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A REVISED CATALOGUE OF BROOKLYN
STREETCAR R.P.0O. CANCELLATIONS

by John Price, M.D.

Since I published my first article on these cancellations
in Excelsior (Whole No. 6) .in 1975, many collectors have sent me
Xeroxes of their own covers and cards. I published a list cover-
ing these cancels, based on 160 covers and cards, in the Jan-Feb,
1977 issue of Transit Postmark Collector, the Mobile Post Office
Society publication. The classification which I present here is
is based on an expanded sample of about 300 covers and cards.

I would like to thank Bob Truax, Charles Towle, Mike Jar-
osak, Douglas Clark, Earl Moore and the many others who helped me
on this project.

The types listed represent major differences and are in-
dicated by numbers. The varieties, representing minor differen-
ces are indicated by letters. Each type is illustrated.

The columns contain the following information:

lst: Diameter of the dial or circle in millimeters

2nd: Distance from the top of the B in Brooklyn to
the bottom of the R in R.P.O. in millimeters

3rd: Shortest distance from the last letter to the
O of R.P.0O. in millimeters

4th: Number of recorded covers and cards

Sth: Earliest date recorded

6th: Latest date recorded

7th: Towle value ratings from The United States Tran-
Sit Markings Cataloque 1837-1974. These are: I.
to $§5; II $5-10; III $10-20; IV $20-30. While I
have used Towle's ratings, they do not always ac-
cord with what I find in the market.

Last Earliest Latest Towle
Diam. B-R to O Number Date Date Rate

BROOKLYﬂ.Y FULTON ST R.P.O. '
(note the N used for ba'th Brooklyn and N.Y.)

- " a. 28% 3 3 (1) 2/15/96 - III
F ez N
§ Juw o) 2. BROOKLYN & L.I. CITY R.P.O.
;\% N .,) a. 28% 4 4% (2) 6/22/98 6/27/98 1III
“R.p 0./

(continued)
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Last Parliest lLatest Towle
Diam. B-R to 0 Number Date Date Rate

3. BROOKLYN, N.Y. CIRCUIT R.P.O.
(small-letters, comma after Brooklyn)

_a. 28 5% 6 (5) 1/8/97 - 7/11/98 II
(letters are shorter and thicker)

. b. 28 7 6 (2) 7/2/98 9/23/98 II
c. 28% 5 7 (3) 8/15/96 9/22/97 II
d. 28% 5% 5% (1) 12/10/02 - II
e. 28% - 45 (1) 4/27/01 - II

BROOKLYN N.Y. CIRCUIT R.P.O.
(small letters, no comma after Brooklyn)

28% 5% 5 (3) 9/8/96 10/2 /96 II
28% 7 7 (2) 12/29/96 2/11/97  II
28 7 6 (3) 10/18/97 74/11/98 II

5. BROOKLYN, N.Y. CIR. R.P.O.

(small letters, comma after Brooklyn)

a. 28 10 7 (12) 10/30/96 12/6 /99 II

6. BROOKLYN CIRCUIT R.P.O. (flag cancels)

Langford types:

1. 22 - - (1) 6/18/98 - II
2. 22 - - (5) 3/24/97 9/ 2/97 II
3. 22 - - (3) 4/ 2/97 6/21/98 II
4, 22 - - (3) 10/ 1/97 6/29/98 II

(See Langford's Standard Flag Cancel Encyclopedia)

(continued)
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Last Earliest Latest Towle
Diam. B-R to O Number ' Date Date Rate
7. BROOKLYN, N.Y. CIRCUIT R.P.O.
(medium letters, comma after Brooklyn)
a. 29 5 6 (3) 10/ 4/98 2/ 9/03 II
8. BROOKLYN N.Y. CIR. R.P.O.
(medium large letters, no comma after Brooklyn)
a. 28% 4 43 (6) 5/12/99 4/14/06 II
b. same, but with RMS in oval 6 bar killer
28% 4 4 - (8) 8/ 8/04 2/20/06 11
c. 28% 4% 53 (7) 1/ 6/00 5/29/01 II
. d. 28% 5 5 (2) 6/16/00 6/29/01 II
ey @. 29 5 6 (8) 4/26/99 5/22/01 11
T . 28% 6 4 (1) 6/29/01 - II
9. BROOKLYN, N.Y. CIRCUIT R.P.O.
(large letters, comma after Brooklyn)
a. 29% 3 3 (24) 8/ 7/02 11/25/08 II
(R.P.0. close to dial)
b. 30 4 4 (75) 7/17/01 9/28/06 11
c. 30 4 S (28) 8/ 4/01 8/ 3/06 II
d. 30 5 43 (4) 7/31/01 11/21/02 II
e. 30 5 6 (3) 7/31/01 8/13/06 II
£. 30 53 5 (1) 7/26/04 - II
g. 30 6 53 (10) 11/11/02 8/27/04 Ix
10. BROOKLYN, N.Y¥Y. CIRCUIT R.P.O.
7 9@/ - (medium large letters, comma after Brooklyn)
.Snui:.glimuuu%‘ A
a. 29% 5 7% (11) 1/31/06 10/ 8/06 s 8
b. same, but with RMS in oval 6-bar killer
29% 5 T (6) 2/14/05 9/25/05 11
c. 29% 6 6 (9) 9/18/05 9/ 5/06 II
with RMS in oval 6-bar killer
11. BROQKLYN SO. SHORE R.P.O.
(large letters)
a. 28% 5 5 (8) 8/24/00 8/ 5/06 III
b. 31 7 8% (2) 10/19/04 9/14/05 III
C. same but with RMS in oval 6-bar killer
31 7 8% (2) 4/ 2/05 7/12/05 III

(continued)
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Last Barliest Latest Towle
Diam. B-R to O Number Date Date Rate

BROOKLYN .SO...SHORE R.P.O.
(medium large letters)

30 7 7 (10) 1/ 3/03 7/ 7/06 1T
, same, but with RMS in oval 6-bar killer

30 7 7 (1) 9/25,/03 III

29%. 6 7 (3) 12/24/04 7/30/06 III

29% 5 6 (3) 3/25/04 9/19/06. III

29% 6 6 (3) 4/26/06 8/27/06 - III

29% 7 6

(3) 8/22/05 8/28/06 IIT

BKLYN.N.Y.SO.SHORE R.P.O.
~ (small letters, International machine cancel)

21 - - (15) 9/27/04 9/27/06  II
'BROOK. & CONEY ISL R.P.O.
(medium large letters)

30 5 5 (2) 3/16/07 5/ 9/08 III

BROOK & FT. HAMILTON R.P.O.
(medium large letters)

30 3% 5 (1) 12/21/11 - III

I would very much appreciate hearing from other
~collectors about their Brooklyn streetcar cancellations and N.
Y¥.C. streetcar cancellations as well. Please write me at No.8
Woodland Place, Great Neck, N.Y¥Y. 11021.

hhkddkdkhkhkdddkdhhhhhhhkhhhik

EDITORIAL APPEAL: Again it is necessary for me
to solicit manuscripts if further editions of Excelsior are to
appear. There is just enough copy for the next edition. The
editor will help you if you want writing assistance. Just sent
photocopies of your covers and rough notes of your story.
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Discdvery *Copy Photo T!°

FOR LADIES & GENTLEMEN. !

.} Reve-3i R. Inum, Principal, |
g T A et !
) :’m.mmnrYn

Berlin,N.Y. oval with "§Cts" removed.

Dgvid L. Jarratt shares the above photo. The American Stamp-
less Gover Cataloge lists this oval as used from 1845 to 1850. '
It is a beautiful cover showing how the local handstamp was changed
so it could continue to serve as a postmark.Here is shown the use
of postage by choice and indicates use in the period "From and
after June 30,1851", The color of the above oval is black and is
apparently the same as the oval used on prestamp covers., This
cover 1s an outstamding example of the transition,this L% postal

history,

Paid Adlet- Wanted: Zssex County material especially 19th Century
and DPQ's. Also 19%2 Olympic materials. Glenn i. Estus
Box 451 , Westport, W. Y. 12993. o

O

FRESPEX 80—~ PFresno Philatelic Society will hold its Annual Show
Frespex 380 on March 15, 16 198C in Fresno, Calif. This

is an APS certified Exhibition and is a large show--250 (12 pgge.

frames; 23 dealer Bourse and an Auction. & large block of frames will

be reserved for Postal History. We heve been invited to submit

exhibits. Anyone interested, contact Dr. Zaven M. Seron 3553 H. Orchad

Street, Fresno, Calif 23726.
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COMMITTEE REPORTIS

Publication- Plans are being made to publish the story of the

Utica Ovals, written by Joe Romanelli whose exhibits having been
winning many prizes in the local area.

As you all know, it is planned to republish the book on Manuscripts.
It is necessary, in order to have an accurate and complete work ,

that each member furnish Henry Chlanda a 1ist of his holdings. Flease
expedite this. It is senseless to reprint unless the information is
updated. | |

Tibrary - Make use of your library. If you know of any publication
pertaining to New York Postal History that you think we should have,
write to Dave Prosser, our Librarian. '

|
¢

WILLIAM C. MIDDLETON,

Rural Letter Carrier: R.F.D. No. 1

e 4

Please send additions to the RFD list as published in
the @ctober Bulletin to Nick Todaro. Send xerox if possible
as it is planned to publish a type chart.and details as to

style, coler, numerals and yesar dates,
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS:

We welcome to membership Barbara J. Wallace, Elliot Mitchnick and
Charles L. Edwards, whose names were posted in the October Bulletin.

We have received the resignations of the following members and have
accepted them as retiring from the Society in good standing:
Betty V. Miller, Robert J. Doolittle,
A.W. Peterson C. Malcolm Nichols
Orla Loper

The following names have been dropped from our roster because of non-
payment of dues:

Polly Boulaine, Henry F. Cooke, Robert P. DeAngelus,

Calvet Hahn, Michael Heller, Earl J. Langne, ) Rober‘c C. MarkosztS-

R — e e ” - —

am ,,-,-—- e e ——

Appllcatlons for membership have been received from:

GROSSMAN, MAURICE P.0. Box 2064, Providence, R.I. 02905

References: None required (APS #55858)

Interests: R.I. postal history; Machine cancels of US & world.

WYCOFF EDITH HAY Blrch Hill Road, Locust Valley, N.Y. 11560

References: None required (APS #62743)

Interests: Song (slave) covers.

STOLLNITZ,HENRY 24 Rockrose Place, Flushing, N. Y. 11375

References: None required (APS #49439)

Interests: New York City postmarks, US 1847-51 postal markings
and U. S. used abroad.

***************************************

THE EMPIRE STATE POSTAL HISTORY SCCIETY

President........ - - BEnma ¥oberg'.

Vice President.......... Clifford Tustle ~u$41

Secretary-Treasurer..... Kenneth Delisle %1-9
54 Ramsey Place, Albany, N.Y. 12208 37 ‘;y

EQitOre.eveeeeceseaviaasess:.Nick Todare

-~ - P.0.Bex: 225, Qswego, N.York.
Membership....ceeveeeses ..$5 per annum



