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TALE OF A NEW YORK 3STATE RATLROAD
(The Cayuga and Susquehanna)

Cavuea by R. H. Lounsbery

Railroad postmarks were applied by route
Union Spring agents to mail handed in at railroad sta-
tions. These letters had not passed th-
rough a postoffice, so as the first post-
al employee to receive this mail'it was
the agent's duty to postmark it.

Aurora
Ovid Luh dins

Caguga N, Y The Cayuga and Susguehanna was granted

- e a charter on April 18, 1843. It succeed
ed the Ithaca and Owego which was chart-
ered in 1828 and began operations in 1834
under Simon DeWitt. It was crippled by
the Panic of 1837 and was put into bank-
ruptcy on May 20, 1842 by the state when
it missed an interest payment., Archibold
McIntire, former State Comptroller, took
it over for $4,600 and got a new charter,
In this early period it operated horse-~
drawn locomotives, as the existing steam
Cayuga & Susquehanna R R ones were too weak for the grades.

Wilseynlle
Candor

So.Candor

Oweco

Some improvements were made in the Cayuga and Susquehanna in 1845,
but it was not until 1849 that modern type rails were laid and gen-
eral reconstruction begun. In 1845, mail contract 1090 was advert-
ized. It read, "From Ithaca by Danby, South Danby, Wilseyville and
Candor to Owego, 29-miles and back, daily in 4-horse coaches. Leave
Ithaca every day at 5 p.m., arriving Owego same day by 11 p.m. Pro-
posals to carry in railroad cars are invited." These proposals were
evidently accepted, for Remele notes that from 1845 to 1847 the con-
tract provided for coach service during the four winter months.

The first type postmark of the Cayuga and Susquehanna ig knoun only

only in red. It is distinguished by its size (33mm), and the period
under the "h" in "Susgh".: '
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This undated lettersheet is rated for a destination that is
under $00-miles, It therefore takes a red collect five-cent
rate together with a 33%mm circled Remele type Cda handstamp.

— 7 & Ry P ¥ PP,

¢ s .
. . A . v i}
. i i ;
‘., O
. . . 3
~

This clear strike of the Remele C4a with the unpaid ten-cent
over 300-mile rate igs also in the scarce red color. The let-
ter, written at Aurora, N,Y, was probably carried to Ithaca,
and mailed at the steamboat landing on Cayuga Inlet which wag
the rail line's terminus., The rail road lost $1,279 in 1850,
the year this lstter was written.
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A black strike of the Remele
C4a on an undated cover., This
letter was mailed on the line
between Owego and Ithaca.

Know only in black, the Rem-
ele C4b was not used prior to
1851, In the post-1857 era, as
hera, it wac the only ocancel
the route agent used,
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The right of way of the Cayuga and

Susquehanna railroad as it appears
at the present time,

Remele C4a in red used on a letter
datelined "On Board Steamer Wm, E.
Dodge". It was probably mailed at
the steamboat landing, which also
served as the railroad terminal,




When Mr. McIntire took over the Cayuga and Susquehanna line
the distance was 29 miles with two inclined planes---totaling
over 600-feet in eight miles. A stationary engine was used on
the planes, worked by blind horses, and horse-power was used
for all power elsewhere. Controlling interest in the road was
acquired by a New York group headed by George W. Scranton who
was also interested in the Liggetts Gap Railroad in the Penn-
sylvania coal region. Under this group, reconstruction began
when new rails were laild as far as the "upper switch" by Dec-
ember 1849 and extended to the Ithaca pier by Spring, elimin-
ating the two planes and lengthening the roadbed to 35-miles,
‘A complete conversion to steam locomotives was also made.

In 1851, the new management arranged a connection from the
southern end of the C&S to the Liggetts Gap Railroad. In Oct-
ober of that year, the first load of coal passed through and
was brought by the C&S to Ithaca. Many barges waited in the
Cayuga Lake Inlet to take the coal further north. The result
was a jump in prosperity, from the $1,279 loss of 1850 to the
profit of $41,813 in 1851. ' '

The first postal contract held by the C&S did not match the
1845 mail contract proposals as neither Danby nor South Danby
were on the line. Remele's 1848 station list: Owego, Candor,
Gridleyville, Smith's Gate, and Ithaca has two towns—-Smith's
Gate and Gridleyville--that were never postoffices. By 1850, .
when the first of the illustrated covers was written, a South
Candor postoffice was opened (2/8/50). It lasted until Octob-
er 27, 1851 when it was changed to Catatonk--off the C&S rail
line. A Pugsley Depot postoffice was also opened (12/12/50) .

Establishment of these two posteffices on the C&S line both
of which are known on stampless covers, together with the in-

. CAYUGA & SUSQUEHANNA R R

C4a CAYUGA & SUSOH. R R, 33mm.
C4b CAYUGA & SUSQH. R. R. 33 (34)mm.

The two types can bo easily distinguished by the style
of the letter H jn SUSQH. |
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formation that postal contracts normally ran four years, sug-
gests a route agent was first put on this line in the Fall of

1849 or early 1850, rather than in 1853 as Remele indicates.

It also implies the 1845-49 contract was not held by the rail
line but rather by a contractor who had the optional right to
carry the mail on the railroad if desired or convenient,

Remele type C4b postmark cancelling a 3¢ 1857 Type I.
This letter took three days to reach Washington D, C,
The C4b handstamp is recorded only in black,

An increase in service took place in 1853 when the six time
a week schedule was expanded to twelve weekly trips and it is
possible that the C4b handstamp came into use for this occas-
ion. While the C4a marking is known in red as late as the 11-
lustrated April 23rd 1852 or later cover, it is decidedly not
common in the post 7/1/51 period. If the black and red use of
C4a do not overlap, the color shift could have occurred in the
summer of 1852. The 1853 date for the first use of C4b makes
logical senge if it is remembered that the new four year post-
al contract would be made then, and again in 1857,

The Cayuga and Susquehanna was leased to the Delaware Lack-
awanna and Western on January 1, 1855 according to the History
of Tompkins County. In its first annual report, the DL&W re-
ferred to Ithaca as its principal coal depot. Operated as the
Cayuga Division under the management of William R. Humphrey,
it continued applying the C&S handstamps.

Remele notes that the C4b, full H route agent marking sel-
dom is found prior to 1857, This suggests a need for record-
ing all early dates of this strike to check its first use and
wheéther it overlaps with the C4a strike. Its latest use seems
to be in 1862,




THE STORY BEHIND TWO ESSEX COUNTY COVERS
by John M. C. Peterson

At first glance the cover has little to recommend it:
8 poorly-centered copy of the 1887 two~-cent green, tied
by a small black "LAKE PLACID N.,Y. JUL 17 1888" cancel
and killer. The hotel corner card reads simply, "Stevens
House J.A.&G.A. Stevens--Proprietors Lake Placid, N.Y.,"

STEVENS HOUSE,
&G A STBVENS, - - PROPRIETORS.
LAKE PLACID, N. Y,

éfm*r ens @E”f‘%’@

CX
Lags PB4
(ADIRONDACKS)
J. A. BTEVENS, ~ - - =~ Propriefor,

North Elba, Essex Co, N. Y,

Located in the best hunting and fishing grounds, and
surrounded by magnificent scenery, it offers
~unequalled attractions to the Sportsman,




7.

Yet, this seemingly simple cover represents the forti-
tude of two brothers and a labor of love performed by a
whole village.

John Stevens and his younger brother, George, were 1in
their twenties during the autumn of 1876 when they went
on a hunting trip to the Adirondacks. Native Vermonters,
they fell in love with the mountains of New York and de-
cided upon breaking camp, t go out and buy a hotel. As
they only had joint funds of $480.00, they decided upon
"Uncle Joe" Nash's new Excelsior House, which commanded
a double view of Lake Placid-Whiteface mountain as well
as Mirror Lake-Mount Marcy. Their mother together with
some friends supplied enough capital to make up the
down payment, and they bought the Excelsior House'and a
plot of forty surrounding acres, under contract, for a
mere eight thousand dollars. On March 8, 1877, the two
of them took possession and changed the name from that
of "Excelsior" to that of "Stevens House."

The Lake Placid post office was not in operation un-
£il 1883, thus early covers from Stevens House bear the
magenta cancel of North Elba, N.Y. As illustrated, the
early corner card shows a buck's head and lists only J.
A, Stevens as proprietor. Until 1880, George was away
studying at Burlington Business College. On his return
they entered into full partnership. Shortly thereafter
when the business was well established, in 1887, George
married Francis Flanders of nearby Ausable Forks.

We can scarcely imagine the sense of tragedy felt by
the brothers and the young bride when, on Christmas Day
of 1887, the Stevens House was completely destroyed by
fire. Although the loss far outran the insurance, they
were able to begin rebuilding by March 1888. However, on
the night of May 14, with two-thirds of the framework
complete, awindstorm demolished all that had been done.
Tt was as though fate had decreed a disaster for the two
brothers.

Here the townspeople joined the battle. By daylight,
forty men were clearing away the debris. Soon there were
a hundred, then more. Resting only for the Sabbath, the
volunteers cleared the foundation in a matter of days.
When a scarcity of sawn lumber threatened the rebuild-
ing effort, the Stevens brothers went to the nearby for-
est on Signal Hill, and cut the logs inte boards in the
mill they owned. !

On July Fourth 1888, the still incomplete hotel began
registering the first guests of the season. The <imple
Stevens House cover, cancelled in Lake Placid July 17,
1888, illustrated top opposite, bears silent testimony
to the fortitude of the two brothers--J.A.&G.A. Stevens
and to the generosity of their fellow townsmen of Lake
Placid, New Yorke.




NEW YORK'S FIRST MAILS

Manhattan was first settled July 25, 1625 although earlier
settlements were made on Nut Island in the harbor. While car-
respondance with Europe began immediately, the earliest sur-
viving letters date from 1628. They were written by the Rev-
erand Jonas Michaelius, New York's first minister. A graduate
~of Leyden Unlversity, he had previously served in Brazil and
Guinea. One of these letters, that of August 11, 1628 is in
the Moore collection at the New York Public Library. It is a
fascinating document of early New York life. Reproduced here
with the Library's permission, for the first time, the cover
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.~ LARLIEST KNOWN VIEW (REVERSED) OF NEW AMSTERDAM, ABOUT 1626 7
Settlement, hardly chree yeurs old, clings to fort on tip of island. Published 1651, by Joost Hartgers. Original plate was made
’ so that print from it showed scene in reverse. This has been corrected here,




"The honorable, learned
and pious Mr. Adrian Smo-
utius, faithful minister
of the holy gospel of Chr-
ist in his church, dwell-
ing upon the Herrengracht
not far from the house of

the West India Company,
Amsterdam.
By the <care of a friend

whom God preserve."

This letter, of course,
did not go through a post
office. There was none in
this period. Life was yet
primitive as the 1626 plan
shows. This drawing shows
the first known illustra-
tion of the city. It com-
bines a view of the town
as it was with a proposed
five~sided fort.

This was how Reverand
Smoutius undoubtedly saw
New York when he lived in
it from 1628 until 1633,

The text of Lhis August
11, 1628 letter has been
published for over a cen-
tury but only in books naw
rare and out of print. It
and 1ts companions are the
earliest eye-witness rec-
ords or the settlement of
New York.
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BEVEREND JONAS MICHAELIUS TO REVEREND ADBIANUS SMOUTIUR

DE._VEEDE CHRISYI.

Homonasn i, WELL-BELOVED BroTaxe 1 Omkser, Kimp Farewn |

. The favorable opportunity which now presents itself of writing te you, Right Reverend Bir, I
oannot let pess, without embracing it, aceording to my promise. And I first unburden myself in
this eommunication of s sorrowful cir 1t has pl d the Lord, seven weeks after we
errived In this country, to take from me my good partner, who has besen to me for more than six-
teen years, o virtuous, faithful, and in every respect amiable yoke-fellow; and I find myself with
three children very much discommoded, without her soolety and assistance. Buat what have I to
eay? The Lord himself has done this, in which no one can oppose Him, Wherefore I ghould alse
be willing, knowlng that all things must work together for good to those who love Ged. I hope,
therefore, to bear my oross patiently, and by the grace and help of the Lord, not to let the courage
full me which Istand in reed of in my partleular duties,

The veyege continued long, namsly, from the 84sh of Januery till the Tth of April, when we first
set our foot upon this land. Of storm snd tempest we have had no lack, particularly ahout the
Bermudes and the rough coasts of this country, the which fell hard upon the good wife and
ohildren, but they bore it better as regards ses~sickness and feay, than I had expected, Qur fare in
the ehip wes very poor and secanty, so thet my blessed wife and children, not eating with us in the
oabin, on account of the little room in it, had & worse lot than the sailors themselves ; and that by
reason of & wloked cosk who annoyed them in every way ; but especlally by reason of the captain
himself, who, although I frequently complained of It in the most courteous manner, did not concern
himself in the least about correcting the rascal: nor did he, even when they-wers all sick, give them
anything which could do them any good, although there was enough in the ship ; though he himself
knew very well where to ind it in order, out of meal-times, to fill his own belly. All the relief which
be gave us, conulsted merely In liberal promises, with a drunken head, which promises nothing
followed when he was sober, but & sour face, and thus has he played the brute againat the officers,
and kept himself constantly to the wine, both et sea and especlally here in the (North) river; so
that he has navigated the ship dally with & wet sail end an empty head, coming ashore seldom to
the Oouncil and never to the public Divine service. We bore all with silence on board 4he ship ;
bat It grlevea me, when I think of it, on account of my wife ; the more, because she was placed &8
she was—not knowing whether she was pregnant, and becanse the time was so short which she had
yet to live, In my firet voyrge® I travelled much with him, yea, Jodged in the same hut, bul newer
knew that he was such & brute and drunkard. But he was then under the direction of Mr, Lam,
and now he had the principal direction himself. I have also written to Mr. Godyn about it, con-
elderlng {¢ necessary that it should be known, |

Qur coming here was agreeable to all, and I kepe, by the grace of the Lord, that my services will
not be unfrultful. The people, for the most part, are all free, somewhat rough, and loose, but I find
in most all of them both love and respect toward me - two things with which hitherto the Lord has
everywhere graciously blessed my labore, and which will produce us frult in our special camng.
your Right Reverend yourgelf well knows and @nds.

We have firat established the form of 2 church (gemeente), and, as brother Bastiaen Crol + very
¢ eldom comes down from Fort Orange, because the directorship of that fort and the trade there ia
committed to him, it hes been thought best to ehoose two elders for my essistance and for the
proper consideratioh of all sueh ecclesiastical matters as might occur, intending the coming year,
if the Lord permit, to }et one ef them retire, and to choose another in his place from a double
namber firet lawfully p ted by the congregatl Ons of those whom we have now chasen {s
the Honorable Director himself, end the other is the storekesper of the company, Jan Huyghen, his
brother-in-law, persons of very good character, as far a3 I have been able to learn; heving both
been formerly in office In the ehurch, the one as deacon, and the ether as elder in the Dutch and
French churehes, respectlvely, at Wesel.3

Weo navehnd at the fivst Alm!nktntlon o( the Lord’d supper mn fitty comnunlo:au-—not wmmmi'
@reat joy and comfort for yo many--Walloons end Duich of whom, a portion made their first com”
fezslon of the falth before'vs, and cthers exhibited their cburch certificates. Others had forgotten
¥ bring thelr certifioates with them, not thinking that a ehufoh would be formed and estublistwd
¥ere ; and some, who brought them, had lost them unfortunately In & general conflagration, but
ibey were admitied upon the satisfastory testimony of others te whom they were known, and alse
wpon their dally good depertment, Mine® we osnnot observe strictly all the wsual formalitles in
mieking 8 beginning under sach circumstances,

We administer the Holy Sacrament of the Lord once in four months, provisioie.y, unui & larges
namber of people shall otherwise require; ‘The Walloons and French huve no service on Bundays,
éuEIge tintn ity the Duteh langtuge, of which they undeératand very little. A portien of the Wale
luns ar¢ getng Brdk (¥ the fatherldnd, either becuuse thelr years here are expired, or abio becauis
#oine ure not very servicedble to the Cafapany. Some ef theéin live far away, and could not come
& ecount of the hemvy réfns and storms, go that it way nelther advisable nor was It possible to
#ppoint any special dérvicd for g0 small o number with so much usicertainty. Nevertheless, the
Tords Suapper was administered to théms in the French languiige, and dccerdlag to the Prenoh mode,
With arpreteding diséearse, which I had before me fir writing. &4 1 dould not trust myself extempo.
rémeously: I, in this and In othét matterd, your Right Reverdnd, &1d the Réyerend Brothara of the
Eliglotérias, who have special superintendence over us here, déem It necessary to bestow upon ws
eay eorrection, Instruction, or good advice, It will be agresable to us, and we will thank yoar Right
Beverend therefor ; since we must have no othér ébject than the glory of God In the builfing wp of
4w kingdom, and the salvation of many souls. X keep myself as far as practioable within the pale

_of my calling, wherein 1 find myself sufciently occupled. Ang, although our small Conslstory

@inbraces at the most-—when Brother Crol is down heré—not more than four persore, ail of whom,
myself alone excepted, haveé alao public business to attend to, I atill hope to separate carefully the
ectlesiastical from the civil matters which occur, so thet each one will be occupied with his own

gubject. And, though many th!ngs are ;ndwid generis, and political and ecclesiastical persoas cam
tﬂmﬁy assist each other, nevertheless, the matters and offices tending together must not he mixed

. bat Eept separate, in Oljder toprevent all confusion and disorder. As the council of this place con-

sists of good people, who are, however, for the most part simple, and have little experience in pub-

He affairs, I would have little objectlon to serve them in any serious or dubious affair with good

advice, pnyidgdl considered mvself capable, and my advice should be asked; fu which case 1,
- ol

t He hld formerly (in 1626) been one of the “ Krank-b kers,”

BManhattan, whence he was sent to Fort Orange a8 Vice-Director, or ore of the #ok, ul

% Peter Minuit was the Director; Jun Huy,
ghen, his bLrother-ip-
Huyck,"” who was the colleague of Crol as Krankbesotcker at ll;r:lj&:::’i:l.gﬂ SroPavly the *Jan’
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suppose that 1 would not do amiss, or be suspecied by any vae of being a: nM:ptiypﬁw o7
aXdorproseioxneras. ¢

In my opinion 1t 18 very expedient that the Lords Managers of this place should furnish plaln and
precise instractions to thelr Governors, that they may dlstinotly know how to regulnte themselves
iz 1l difficult occurrences and events in publio matters; and at the same time that I should have
alt guch Acta Bynodalia, as are adopted In the Synods of Holland, both the special ones relating to
this veglon, pnd those which are provincial and natlonal, in relatfon to ecclestastical polnts of dif-
ficulty, or at teast such of them as, in the judgment of the Reverend Brothers at Amsterdam, would

‘e most likely to present themselves to us here. In the meantime, 1 hope matters will go well
hiere. If only on both sides we do the best in all sincerity and honest zeal ; whereto I have from the
first entlrely devoted mysell, and whereln I have also hitherto, by the grace of God, had no just
canse to complain of any one. And if any dublous matters of importance happen to me, end
especlally if they will admit of any delay, I wiil apply to the Reverend Brothers for good and pru-
dent advice, to which I have already wholly commended myself,

As to the natives of this country, I find them entirely savage and wlld, strangers to all déceney,
yes, uncivil and stupid as posts, proficient In all wiokedness and godlessness ; devillsh men, who -
serve nobody but the devll, that is, the spirlt, which, in thelr langusge, they call manetfo; ungler
which title they comprehend everything that {s subtle and crafty, and beyond human skill and
power. They have so much witcheraft, divination, sorcery and wicked tricks, that they connot be
held In by any bands or locks, They are as thievish and treachérous as they are tall; and ja
craeity they are more inhuman than the people of Barbary, and far exceed the Africans, - I kave
wiltten concerning these th:ngs to several persons elsewhere, not doubting that Brother Crol wiil
bave wiliten sufficient to your Right Reverend, of to the Lords Managers thereof ; ad slso of the
base treachery, and the murders which the Mohicans, at the upper part of this river, against Fors
Orange, had committed; but their misfortune is, by the graclous interposition of the Lord, for our
good, whe, when it pleases him, knows how to pour unexpectedly natural impulses lmto $kesd un-
patural men. in order to hinder thelr designs. How these peonle can best be led to the lrhe knows

bsdge of God aud of the Medlator Christ, Ia hard to say. 1 cannot myself wonder enough whe wm
@ho has imposed so mush upon yeur Right Reverend and many othérs ln the Patherlowmd eou-
esrning the decility of these people and thelr good nature, the propey prinoipia religionis end

Yestigia legie wadura whidh should be among them; In whom I have s yet been able to dizcoves
hardly & stugle good pelnt, except that ¢hey do not spesk wo jeerimgly and so scoffngly of the
godlike snd glorious majesty of thelr Oreator, g the Africans dare to do. But it is because they
have mo certalh knowledgo of him; or scarcely any. If we epeak to them of God, it appears (0
them like & dresm ; and w& are compelled to speak of Hiz, not unde? the name of Menotto, whse
they hnow and serve--for that would be blasphemy—bus under that of some great persons, yés, G
the Ohlefo Backieraa ; by which name they—Uving without a king—call these who have the eoms
mond over any hundreds among them, and who by our people #re called Bsckemakers, the which
thelr peoplé hearing, dome will begin to mutter and shake thelr heads am of a silly fable, and
othars, in order 4o express regard and friendship to such a proposition, wifl say orith, that i, geod.
New, by what meuus are we i¢ thake an inroad or practicable breach for the salvation of lhh pw
pla? 1 talkie the lberty on (B point of enlarging somewhat to your Right Reverend.

Thelr lemguage, whish 13 firsb thing to be employe@ with them, methinks i entirely pesud
Hany of bu? common people ¢all 1t an easy langunge, which Iy posm tearned, but I am of & cuom:
trary opinion. Pér those who San usderstand the? words to some extent and repoat thenz, fofl
greatly In e pronumeletion, #ad speak a broken langusg , like the } of Ashdod, Rep-
these people have dificult asplrates end many guttural letters, which are formed more in the threat
than by the mowuth, teeth, #nd Hps, which our people not being acoustomed to, guess at by means
of thelr signs, and then imagine that they have accowplished somethiag wonde:fal, 1t is tras, oma
@an losrn as nsuch es I¥ suffivlent for the purposes of trading, but this occurs almost as much by
slgna with the thumb and fingers s by speaking, which could not be done in religious matters, It
also sosms to ud thed they rather deslgn to conceal thelr langnage from us than to properly eoms
municate it, except in things which happen In daily trade ; saying that 1t is sufficient for us ¢
understand theny fa those | @nd then they speak only Balf their reasons with shortened werda ; sad,
frequently sall & dozen things and even more by ene name; and all things which have only a rude
vesemblance to each other they frequently call by thesame name, In truth it is 8 made up child-
ish language; so thab even those who can best of all speak with the Indians, and get aloug well in
trade, are nevertheless wholly in the dark and bewildered, when they hear the Indlans speaking
@ith each other by themselves,

Let un then leave the parents in thelr onditlon, and begin with the chlldren who ars skl ymﬁ\
Bo it should be. But they must be separated In youth from their pavents; yea, from thelr whedd
natton, For, without this, they would be 23 much glven as thelr pavents o heathenish trioks medd
deviltries, which ave kneaded naturally in their hearts by themaeivss through & just Judgment of
God; so that having once obtained deep root, by habit, they can with dificulty be wholly eradiested
i.hercfmm But this separétion Is hard to effect; for the parents huve a strong affection for thelw
ehildren, aud are very loth to part with them ; snd, when they are separated from them, as wé hawd.
#iready had proof, the parents are never contanud, but take them away stealthily, or lndude thexm
to run away themselves, - Nevertheless, we muwst, elthough It would be attanded with some expeznss,
obtain the children ¢hrough a sense of gratitnde on the part of thelr parents, and with thele eom
sent, by meane of presents axd promlses ; in order to place them under she insiruction of poved
experlanced and godly schoolmaster, Where they may be hustracted wot only to spenks, read, sindg
wriie in cur language, but slso especially in the fundamentals of our Christian religion, aud where,
bemldes, they will see nothing but good examples and virtuous lives; but they must speak thete
pative tougue sometimes among themiselves, I order not to forget it, as belag evidently o princtpel
means of spreadiag the knowledge of religlon through the Whole nation. Yn the meantime 4t must
not be forgotten to pray to the Lord, with ardent and continual prayes, for his blessing, whe vem
male things which ste umieen to be quickly and convenigntly seen, who gives life to the dend, ealiy
24 nothing thet which is, and belng riah in mercy has pity on Whom hé will: a3 he bas cvmpasdons
ated our people to be his peopla, whén we before were not pltled, and were nod his people ; and bag
weshed us cleen, eanectified us and justified ue, when we wére covered all over with &8 manasé ef-
corruption, calling us to tha blessed knowledge of his Bob, and from the power of daritness ¢ bl
mavvellons light, Arid thls I regard so much the more heeessary as the wrath snd maledisilen of.
Ghed, which havé been found @o rest upon this mizserable people hithexte, are the meve severe
May God have merey apon them finully, that the fullness of the heathen may he gradually neosie
plished, end the salvation of our God may be here also sesn among these wild aad sovage men, I
hope to keep & watehiul eye over thead people, and 10 leszn a8 mueh- of. thelr langnage as witd L]
practieable, and to sssk better opportunities for their lnstruction Lhan hithesty & hes boda pessiias
to0 find.

-As to what goncerng tyself and my huusehold. [ flad mysell, by the loss 67 my geod sl belpls..
pasiner, very sincl bladered and distressed—for my (o 1116 danghters are yelmall ; watd ven
aifts are nob kava 1o be had, o leesb none whoms thay advisesss tb.take; sud fae MM

A & pusybody, or meddler In other paople’s il
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@ra thievish, lesy, and useless trash, The young man whom I ook with me, 1 dgc.,.,m e

Whitsuntide, for the resson that I could not employ him et of doors a¢ any working sf the jea !

and in doors he was & burden to me lnstesd of an asslstence, Ie ls now elsewhere 8 pegve - -hd\'
4 boers, '

The premlses which the Lords Masters of the Qompany had made miv @ | 4078 o1 Furveged
lands for me to make myself a horme, Instead of u free table which otherwise beleaged ts mie. I
wholly of no avall. For thelr Honors well know tha$ there are 2o horsss, eswa, o2 laborers 1o ‘h.
obtalned here for meney. Every one ls short In these particulars md wanis mieve, The expense
would not trouble me, if 68 opportunity only offered ; as i would be for our own accommodatlon,
although there were no profit frem It (eave shat the Honorable Managers owe mae as much assthe
walue of & free table) ; for there is here no refreshment of butter, milk, eto., to be obtained, altheagh
@ very high price be offered for them ; for the people whe briog them and bespeak them are susple
olous of each other. 8o I wlll be compelled to pass through the winter without butter and othes
necessarles, which the ships did not bring with them to be sold here. The rations, which are given
eut and chargegt for high enough, ere all hard, stale food, es they &re used to on bosrd ship, and
frequently this Is not very good, and there carmot be obtgined as much of it as may be desired, I
begaa to got some edrength through the grace of the Lord, but in consequence of this hard fare of
beans and grey peas, which are hard enough, berley, stockfish, etc., without much ehange, I eannot
become well as I otherwise would, The summer ylelds something, but whas of that for any one
who has no strength? The Indians alse bring some things, but ons who haa no wares, such es
knives, beads, and the like, oF seewan, cannot have eny good of them. Though the peopls trade
such things for proper wares, I know not whether it {8 permitted by the lews, of the Company, I
have now ordered from Holland most all necessaries ; but expect to pess thromgh the winter with
hard and scanty food.

The country ylelds many good things for the support of life, but they are all ts be gathered in an
uncuitlvated and wild state. It s necessary that there should be better regulations established, anc
people who have the knowledge and the implements for gatherlng things in thelr season, shonl
collect them together, as undoubtedly will graduelly be the case. In the meamwhlle, I wish the
Lords Managers to be courteously Inguired of, how I can have the opportunity to possess a portlon
of land, and at my own expense to support myself upon it. For as long as there is ne more
sccommodation to be obtained here from the country people, I would be compelled to order eve §-
thing from the fatherland at grent expense, and with much risk and trouble, or else live here upon
these poor and hard rations alone, which would badly suit me and my chHdren. We want ten or
twelve farmers with horses, cowd and laborers in proportion, te furnish us with bread and fresh
butter, milk and cheese. There are comvenlent pleces which cen be easily protected, and very
euaitable; which can be bought from the Indlans for trifling toys, or could be occupled withous risk;
because we have more than enough shares which have never been cleared, but have been always
reserved for that purpose. The business of furs is dull on account of & new war of the Maechidaeys
(Mohawks) against the Mohicans at the upper end of this river. There have occurred cruel mur-
ders on both sides, The Mohicens have fled, and thelr lands are unoccupied, and are very fertile
and pleasant. It grieves us that there are no people, and thot there is no regulation of the Lord's
managers to occupy the same, They fell much wood here tocarry to the fatherland, but the vessels
are too few to take much of 1. They are making a windmiil to saw the wood, and we also have &
gristmill. They boke brick here, but it is very poor. There Is good material for burning lime,
namely, oyster-shells, In large quantities. The burning of potash hes not succeeded ; the master
and bl laborors are all greatly disappointed. We are busy now in bullding e fort of good quarry
stone, which {s to be found not far from here in ebundance. May the Lord only bulld and watch
over our walls. There Is & good means for making selt ; for there are convenlent places, the water
1s salt enough, and there is no want of heat in summer. Desides, a8 to the waters, both of the sea
and rivers, they yleld all kinds of fish } and as to the land, it abounds in all kinds of game, wild and
in the groves, with vegetables, fruits, roots, herbs, and plants, both for eating and medicinal pur-
poees, working wonderful cures, which are too long to relate, and which, were it ever so pertinent,
¢ could not tell. Your Right Reverend hag already obtained some knowledge thereof in part, and
7111 be eble to obtain from others further Information. The country ls good and pleasant; the
slimate is healthy, notwithstanding the sudden changes of cold and heat. The sun is very warm;
the winter strong and severe, and continues full a3 long as in our country. The best remedy 18 not
to.spare the wood—of which there ls enough-—and to cover oneself well with rough skins which can
algo easily be obtained.

The harvest, God be pralsed, 18 in the barns, and 1z better gathered then ever before. ‘The
gronnd s fertile enough to reward labor. hut they must clean it well, and manure and cnltivate (8

the aeme as our lande regaire, It has hitherto happened much worse, because meny of the peoplo
are pot very laborious, e2 could not obtaln thelr proper necessaries for want of bread. But it now
beging to go on better, and It would be entirely different now If the masters would only send good
laborers, end make regalations of ell matters, In order, with what the land {taelf produces, to do for
the best,
£ had promlsed (to write) to the Honorable Brothers, Rudolphus Pett}, Joannes Sylvius, and Dom.
Cloppénburg, who with your Honor were charged with the superintendencs of these reglons j® but
@a this would take long, and the time is short, end my occupations at the present time many, will
your Right Reverend be pleased to glve my friendly and kind regards to thelr Reverends, and to
excuse me, on condition that X remain their debtor to fulfill my promise—God willing—by the next
voyage. Will you, also, glve my sincere respects to the Reverend Dom. Triglandlus, and to all the
brothers of the Consistory besides, to all of whom I have not thought it neceseary to write particu-
larly at this time, us $hey are made by me partloipants In these tidings, and are content to be fed
from the band of your nghi Reverend. If it shall be convenlent for your Honor, or any of the
Reverend Brothers, to write hither to me = letter concerning matters which might be important in
any degree to me, It would be very Interesting to me, living here in a savage land without any
goclety of our order, and would be & spur to write more essiduonsly to the Reverend Brothers con-
oerning what might happen here. And especlally do not forget my hearty selutation to the beloved
wife and brother-in-law of your Right Reverend, who have shown me nothing but friendsh'p and
kindness ebove my deserts, If there s anything in which X cun in return serve or gratify your
Right Reverend, I will be glad to do 50, and will not be behindhand in anything. Concluding then
herewith, and eommending myeelf In your Right Revergnd’s favorable and holy prayers to the
Lord
Ho'uorud and leatned Blv, Beloved Brother in Christ end Kind Friend ;
Commending your Right Reverend and all of you to Almighty God, by his Grace, te continued
health and prosperity, and to eternal salvation of heart.
From the island of Manhatas in New Netherland, this®11th August, anno 1628, by me your Right

Reverend’s obedient in Christ,
Jowas MiomARLIDS,

(Indoresed.) The honorable, learned and plous Mr. Adrien Smoutlus, felthful minlster of the holy
gospel of Christ in his church, dwelling upon the leerengracht, not far from the house of the
West India Compeny, Amsterdam, By the care of a friend whom God preserve.

(Boaled with a wafered signet not discernlble.)

M. Nijonhuln states that it was su vuwmiiea w some of the ministers of Amsterdem by the
Bynod of North Holland ; and the ministe s above-mentioned were all at that time active minlsters
at Amsterdam, where Sylvius and Triglandlus had been since 1610, Petri since 1613, and Oloppen-
burg since 1621,
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While Dutch trading voyages began in 1610,
India Company was not founded until leld. At that time, the
Company had a map made to show the proposed settlement. This
map, made by Cornelis Hendrieux using the locally built ves-
sel, Onrust, is the earliest Dutch map of New York. It was
redrawn from a 'stat' of the original for us by Bill Bauer.
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