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NEW YORK CITY CANCELLATIONS

ON CIRCULARS AND PRINTED MATTER, 1870-1878
by John Valenti

Part 1
NYFM Cancellations on Domestic Circulars

The cover illustrated in Figure 1 is intriguing. It bears two grilled 2-cent National Bank Note Company
stamps tied by a clear strike of a familiar New York foreign mail (NYFM) cancellation, Van Vlissingen and Waud'
(V-W) Type Al and Weiss® Type ST-8P11. Yet the sender posted this cover to New Jersey, not a foreign
destination. As discussed below, this fact is consistent with the treatment of this cover as mail sent at less than the
domestic  letter
rate, perhaps as a
circular.

Much has
been written about
the cancellations
of New York
City. It offers a

great wealth of - -
study material for s _

the cancellation -

collector. R : &*(2—‘”
Skinner-Eno® list -

=
many NYC can- =
cellations on the ‘:"
1861-67 and 1869 J
issues. V-W and \‘i Ve E
Weiss, in their oS

respective works,
provide details on
the beautiful and
varied NYFM cancellations of the 1870s. The topic of cancellations on circulars, newspapers, printed matter and
merchandise, however, is an area of study little previously explored. In a recent monograph for The Philatelic
Foundation Seminar Series, Hubert Skinner* discusses cancellations and postmarks of NYC through 1876, with
illustrations through 1869. He identifies a few New York circular mail (NY: CM) cancellations in addition to
numerous ones used on first class domestic and foreign mails. In this article I will focus more narrowly on
cancellations used on NYCM during the years 1870-78. (The term NYCM as used here broadly refers to non-letter
rate mail, such as circulars, periodicals and merchandise, handled in the circular division of the NYC post office.)
I selected this period of study based in part on the issue dates of the large National and Continental Bank Note
stamp printings. Some consider this the “classic period” of fancy cancellations. This study ends approximately
with the replacement of hand-carved wood and cork cancellation devices with standard metal ovals and ellipses.

In the post-Civil War 1870s, NYC was the nation’s principal commercial center. Large quantities of circular
mail and periodicals from such companies as produce commission merchants and publishers found their way from
NYC across the country, particular in the East. Due to its mail volume, the NYC post office by the 1870s had
separated the processing of circular mail from other classes of mail. This separation is apparent in a floor layout
diagram of the NYC main post office, built in 1875 and illustrated in Weiss.> This would explain why the
cancellations found on NYCM are generally unknown on first class mail.

Envelopes that contained circulars have the distinguishing feature of being unsealed, as required by postal
regulations. These covers normally bear 1-cent and 2-cent stamps. (See the table for rate information for the

Figure 1. Domestic mail bearing NYFM-type cancellation.




period of study.) An additional feature of NYCM is the lack of any date stamp. Identification of NYCM s
normally possible either by comer card address or advertisements on the cover. Occasionally the orginal circular
remains with the cover. This is especially important for dating the use of the particular cancellation. Some covers
without markings or contents can have their NYC origination verified by the cancellation, as in the case with the
cover in Figure 1.

Also notable about NYCM covers is their scarcity. Circulars were the junk mail of their day; they were
rarely saved. Many of those that remain bear some of the more attractive and collectible cancellations, as in Figure -
1. However, the combination of a scarce cancellation with a low probability of survival has resulted in several
covers bearing unique examples of NYCM cancellations. Therefore, scarcity of different NYCM cancellations on
a cover is relative. If Thave seen half a dozen covers with the same cancellation, I rate it to be common on cover.
The Type A1/ST-8P11 cancellation in Figure 1 is just such a cancellation. ‘

Date of use is the second factor contributing to scarcity. As the table shows, the applicable rates for
circulars, printed matter and merchandise dropped from
2 cents to I cent in mid-1872. This halving of mail

rates apparently resulted in a veritable explosion of Circular and Printed Matter
circular mailings. Covers mailed before the rate change | Mail Rates in the 1870s

and bearing 2 cents postage _(stamps and entires) are il ke Shertil e e
considerably scarcer than their later counterparts. Dates & Circulars Matter

A NYC cancellation, the lack of a date stamp,

and an unsealed envelope verify that the cover in Figure Prior 2¢./20z. 2c./20z.
I is NYCM. The cover is docketed, in two separate daneli e le./20z. le./20z.
handwritings, “May 17, 1873 and “Woodlawn grave x;’;'lzzo"%s }zﬁg;‘ izgzz
inscriptions.” It is likely the date approximates the May L, 79 le./20z lc./20z.

cover’s mailing date. I have verified NYCM covers
bearing this cancellation as early as May 3, 1873, and
as late as November 11, 1873. This compares to April
18, 1873, and May 18, 1874, as the earliest and latest NYFM usages reported by Weiss® for this cancellation.
These dates make the correctness of the postage on the cover questionable, since it would represent a quadruple
" rate for the cover, and I can detect no evidence of excessive stuffing on this envelope. )

The cover in Figure 2 iilustrates another aspect about the use of the A1/ST-8P11 cancellation. This
attractive cancellation design enjoyed a long period of use, more than a year on NYFM and at least half a year on
NYCM. No canceling device actively used that long would likely have lasted without either recarving or

replacement. The later ap-
pears to have been the case
here. Comparing the can-
cellations on the two covers,
they are apparently not
identical. The short points
of the star cancellation on
the latter cover are distinctly
broader than those on the
former. However, without a
series of covers establishing
the dates of use of sepa-
rately carved cancellations,
this sequential use and re-
placement scenario remains
speculative.

The next two illus-
trated covers also bear a
familiar NYFM cancellation

Figure 2. All-over illustrated NYCM cover bearing NYFM-type cancellation.




used on NYCM. This time it is V-W Type A4 and Weiss Type ST-8P10. The lines of the cancellation on the
cover in Figure 3, which bears a 2-cent Continental printing, are distinct but incomplete. The cover in F 1gure 4
bears a [-cent Continental printing, and its cancellation shows signs of considerable wear. I believe that, like its
NYFM counterpart, this NYCM cancellation had a considerable life span. However, [ have been unable to verify
any NYCM usage dates. Nevertheless, [ would venture that, like the A1/ST-8P11 NYCM covers. usage dates for
this NYCM cancellation parallel its NYFM use. (V-W’ records March 26, 1873, and September 4, 1874. as the
earliest and latest dates
of use.) I rate use of
the A4/ST-8P10 can-
cellation on NYCM as
common, although not
quite as common as
uses of A1/ST-8P11.
The cover in Fig-
ure 4 also tells a story

1 /,' ._,/
// / 3/f / ‘ of philatelic interest. It
/ ' g e 4\/ 1s addressed to Mssrs.
) g - J.J. Cover & Company.

/ ,(’“ //}/\ 20.L477¢ _' .| Shauck Post Office.

Morrow County, Ohio.
I have seen many cov-
ers to this addressee.
All are from produce
commission merchants,
Figure 3 NYCM cover with NYFM-type A4/ST-8P10 cancellation. suggesting  that  J.J.

Cover was probably a
food store or distributor. By my estimate these covers make up five to ten percent of the outstanding domestic

NYCM to be collected. This is the major NYCM cover find, fortunately saved from the garbage heap. While it
does not rank in importance with the Ludlow-Beebee find of 10-cent 1847 covers, it is very important to my studv.
Can any reader add infi:mation about J.J. Cover & Company or these covers?

The next illustrated cover (Figure 5) resided most recently in the Weiss collection of NYFM items. The cover
has a gem strike of V-W Type G5
and Weiss Type GE-EN6. I am
aware of only one other NYCM
cover bearing this cancellation.
That cover, a beautiful illustrated
advertising circular, has graced
both the V-W and Weiss collec-
tions and appears in both of their
books. According to Weiss,? this
NYCM cover has a December—,
1874, date of use, which is consis-
tent with his recorded NYFM us-
ages of this cancellation from Oc-
tober 20, 1874, to November 24,
1874. Interestingly, both known
covers have NYC (“City”) destina- ‘
tions, which are very scarce for Figured noter NYCH cover with NYFM-type A4/ST-8P10 cancellation from the .J.J.
NYCM. Irate this cancellation on Cover & Company find.

NYCM as rare.




[ have selected the first five

covers for inclusion in Part 1 for “Bhe Craminec & Lhroncle,”
several reasons. First. NYFM can- w;;-;x:;; x;t:,e;,
cellations are very popular. Thisis | .o s asas,  new vorx. ;
a familiar topic for most readers of P e e e e
the USCC News and, thus. a conve- for within Ten lays. {

nient lead into more in-depth explo-

ration of cancellations on NYCM in : , i e
the 1870s. Second, I believe that by ///h/ /// (_/(L (iYCe o/
demonstrating a clear and consistent , ( /
pattern of domestic use of NYFM ///1/)/(/‘/(( ./
cancellations, I offer the reader a . .
new way of thinking about their use. ( (. %,
Indisputably, the three cancellations 4
shown here on NYCM were used Figure 5 4 beautiful NYFM geometric cancellation Type G5/GE-EN6 on a publisher's
principally in the foreign department cjrcyiar.
of the NYC post office. Neverthe-
less, this pattern of use on domestic NYCM causes me to reject the oft-stated theory that such use was accidental.

Given the limited information that we have about the daily operations of the NYC post office, we can only
speculate about how or why apparently identical cancellation devices saw use in two different departments. Three
possibilities occur to me, any of which makes sense. First, staff members from the foreign department occasionally
were assigned to work in the circular mail division and brought with them a personal cancellation device. Second,
overflows of domestic circulars were processed in the foreign department. Third, the attractive NYFM
cancellations were popular enough to be duplicated for use elsewhere in the NYC post office. That is, the
cancellations we see on NYCM could be the products of separate cancellation devices essentially identical to their
NYFM counterparts. (Indeed, the A1/-ST-8P11 cancellation also saw use, in a duplexed format, canceling NYC
delivery mail. Several such covers are pictured in Weiss®.)

The final reason for the selected covers is to add to a debate that visited the USCC News a few years ago.
" Still under discussion is the question what is a NYFM cancellation. In Part 1 of this article I show domestic usages
of NYFM cancellations. Part II will discuss foreign mail uses of what are principally domestic NYCM cancellations.

_ Part I
New York Circular Mail to Foreign Destinations

Next I focus on those NYCM cancellations known used on both domestic and foreign mail. As will become
apparent, previous students of NYFM cancellations have included in that classification many of these NYCM
cancellations. What I intend to show is that NYCM cancellations are somewhat of a hybrid, intended for use on
circulars and newspaper wrappers irrespective of destination. This, in effect, reveals a fact missed by previous
students of NYFM cancellations. Not all mail to foreign destinations was processed in the foreign department.
Initially, at least, circulars and newspapers going abroad were canceled in the circular mail division, This fact can
cause problems with some definitions of NYFM cancellations.

V-W express a narrow view on the uses of NYFM cancellations, excluding essentially anything not passing
through the foreign department.

“NYFM cancellations were applied to the stamps on postal matter entering the mails at New York City ad-
dressed to all foreign countries except Canada . . . All other [non-Canadian] foreign mail was sorted to the Foreign
Mail Division of the New York General Post Office for routing, accounting, postal marking, cancellations and
dispatch . . . Domestic mail did not receive NYFM cancels. A very few exceptions exist showing uses contrary
to these rules, but each such exception can be readily understood as either an error or a highly special case.”"?




Weiss. on the
other hand. takes
a more relaxed
view when defin-
ing which cancel-
lations to include
among NYFM.

“Perhaps
the most accurate
statement we can
make and the
most meaningtul
definition we can

apply to NYFMs
is this: “a group
Figure 6 Circular Yo England bearing V-W Type C11 and Weiss Type RE-E3 NYFM large shield of cancellgtlons
cancellation. (Photo courtesy of W.R. Weiss, Jr.) usually applied to

mail which usu-
ally onginated in New York City, and was usually destined for a Foreign Country (other than Canada),” . . . The
position I advance, but do not necessarily advise anyone else to adopt, is quite simple: since no official records exist
which can provide us with an infailible answer, my conclusion is that it is really up to the individual collector to
decide, in the cases of duplicate uses, whether or not they care to include the cancels as NYFMs. I personally feel
that any cancel which was applied to foreign mail, other than Canada, qualifies as an NYFM.”!!

NYCM cancellations are the ultimate examples of duplicate use. They clearly raise a classification issue for
the V-W definition of NYFM. As shown in Part I, certain NYFM cancellations appeared regularly on domestic
NYCM. The common use of NYCM cancellations on both domestic and foreign circular mail further complicates
matters. Perhaps NYCM is the “highly special case” to which V-W refer.

I side with the Weiss approach. I think it is proper to classify an NYCM cancellation found on foreign mail
as an NYFM cancellation. However, if every NYCM cancellation had a chance of use on domestic and foreign
mail, it may be theoretically proper to classify all NYCM cancellations as NYFM! What makes this conclusion
difficult to accept is
the absolute scarcity
of confirming exam-
ples. Nevertheless,
only confirmed for-
eign mail uses of
NYCM cancellations
can be definitively
categorized as " B

As noted in / S W
Part I, circular mail is « UL DK
scarce.  Circulars |- @4 //Z( )
were seldom saved by : < Z e
the commercial firms ‘ L S
to which they were @dz//[é((lé 4 /AD

sent. Wrappers on | -. / // 7 / '

transient newspapers
met a similar fate. Figure 7 NYCM large shield cancellation used on a domestic circular.




WM. B IRVING.

ﬂrirdtr fox ):mi )aarnrs
64 Fulf'on .S’tr:rr'.
NF'W YORK.

This inherently low chance
of survival compounds for
circulars sent abroad. mak-
ing them exceptionally
scarce. Many examples of

NYCM cancellation usages
are unique on foreign mail
even when common on their
domestic counterparts. That
the great majority of covers

-I,ﬂ_:,// f"» L— Lodge. NO‘*?‘?/ IO 1

A}

Ve =
NS o) S A 1 -
_____ N Tl S S Ny listed in Weiss bear rates in

tended for sealed letters is
proof of this scarcity.

Figure 6 shows a cir-
cular to England well struck
by the NYFM large shield
cancellation, V-W  Tvpe
Cl1 and Weiss Type RE-
E3. This cover has resided
in both the V-W and Weiss collections and is pictured in their books. The circular is dated December 17, 1873.
One other circular to a foreign destination (from the same correspondence) bears this large shield cancellation.

The covers in Figures 7 and 8 are examples of the large shield cancellation used on domestic circulars. The
covers bear 2-cent and 1-cent Continental issues respectively. Weiss lists three domestic uses of the large shield
cancellation in his book, one dated November 20, 1873. I have verified several more. This attractive NYCM
cancellation 1s common both on and off cover. I have noted one curious factor of interest about this cancellation.
For reasons that
are unclear, strikes
of this cancellation
" on 2-cent stamps
and on covers
bearing them ap-
pear sharper than
strikes on I-cent
stamps and covers.
In particular, the
points atop the
shield show less
edge wear on 2-
cent strikes than on
most 1-cent strikes.
This difference is
apparent in Figures
7 and 8.

Figure 9 pic-

tures  the only Figure 9 NYCM to Italy bearing NYFM cancellation Type V-W C7 and Weiss Type RE-S6. (Photo courtey
of W.R. Weiss, Jr.)

e

New Hampshire.

Figure 8 Domestic circular with 1-cent stamp struck by womn strike of NYCM large shield
cancellation.

known cover to a
foreign destination bearing the NYFM ringed shamrock cancellation, V-W Type C7 and Weiss Type RE-S6. The
red “PAID ALL” on the cover indicated to foreign postal services that the cover contained printed matter and was
fully prepaid. The 6 cents postage on this cover would indicate a newspaper rate. In Figure 10 is an immaculate
strike of this cancellation used on two 1-cent Continental issues on a domestic NYCM cover. The foreign usage
date for this cancellation is unknown. I have noted a domestic usage on March 25, 1874. The ringed shamrock

8




cancellation is common on domestic
covers, and it is commonly found off
cover on 1-cent stamps.

Weiss was the first to identify the
ringed shield cancellation on the cover in
Figure 11 as a NYFM cancellation,

/ o S, which he classifies as Type RE-EIl.
S 0( ~ /’é ' / This example is the only one known on a
A/\ ‘e /(/; : e cover to a foreign destination. The can-

7 ¢ - cellation strike is apparently quite worn.

. Although Weiss’s tracing of RE-El

4/’9 - "~ | shows only two vertical negative bars. he

notes having seen the cancellation on a
domestic circular with four bars.'* The
cover in Figure 12 attests to this fact. It

, bears a much clearer strike of the ringed
shield cancellation, for which I record a December 14, 1874, domestic use. The Weiss NYCM to Germany is dated

January 1, 1875. Irate this cancellation as scarce to rare on cover, having seen only four domestic usages. I have
seen no off-cover strikes.

The cover in Figure 13 bears the NYFM cancellation V-W Type A3 and Weiss Type ST-8P12. This NYCM
to Italy is from the same correspondence as the Figure 9 cover bearing the ringed shamrock cancellation. Each
cover bears 6 cents postage (two 2-cent Continental issues on a 2-cent entire of the 1870-71 Reay issue and is

“struck with a red “PAID ALL.” One other cover to a foreign destination with this star cancellation exists. It is
a l-cent wrapper (Scott No. W77) with a 3-cent Continental issue paying the 4-cent newspaper rate to Holland.
The wrapper has a March 3, 1874, backstamp.'

Figure 14 shows a usage of the A3/ST-8P12 star cancellation on domestic NYCM. The strike is incomplete,
which is typical for this cancellation. I have seen several examples on domestic NYCM, all partially struck. Weiss
illustrates a well-struck example on a domestic circular (p. 198), possibly the best on-cover strike extant. No
domestic dates of use sr~ known. I rate this cancellation as scarce both on and off cover.

The cover in Figure 15 is unique among NYCM to foreign destinations. This circular is the only one that
I have discovered
bearing a cancel-
lation most typi-
cally found on
regular NYFM.
It bears a light
strike of V-W
Type Gl6-17
and Weiss Type
GE-EP3 on a 2-
cent Continental
issue. The circu-
lar is date-
stamped October
8, 1875 (incor-
rectly listed as
1876 in Weiss)
and was sent to
Bale (Basel),
Switzerland.
This circular

Figure 10 Domestic NYCM bearing ringed shamrock cancellation.

Figure 11. Circular to Germany with NYFM cancellation RE-E]. (Photo courtesy of W.R. Weiss).




—- potentially demonstrates that

A. S. BARNES & CO. . | anNYFM caqcellation used in
2 the circular division to cancel

domestic NYCM (as shown in
Part I) also could have can-
R celed mail to foreign destina-

- . & tions. Additionally, it indicates

T i , : that perhaps the G16-17/GE-

' / N EP3 cancellation may be dis-

. %Wm (/ 274 covered used on domestic

NYCM.

v “ /'M s The cover in Figure 16 to
; o /- /Z/; Guadeloupe bears the only
" AL,

111 & 113 William Seree,
LEW YORK

"\w—;—

known foreign mail use of the
NYFM cancellation Weiss
Type TR-W7. According to
Weiss this type was first re-
ported as a NYFM cancellation by Bartels and Milliken in 1933, although later withdrawn from Milliken’s listing
by 1942."* That this cover was handled in the circular division is apparent from several factors. It is unsealed, it
lacks either date stamp or routing mark, and the 8 cents postage represents a newspaper rate to Guadeloupe. An
additional identifying factor is the cover’s particular “P.O. Box” return address. | have found this address on other
circulars mailed to foreign destinations.

Tracing 1 is taken from the cover in Figure 17, a domestic use of the Tr-W7 cancellation. While it does not
exactly match the Weiss tracing from the Figure 16 cover, differences are to be expected. (Weiss notes many
factors that can contribute to variations in a cancellation’s appearance and tracing.'” This cancellation is the
earliest that I have verified used on both domestic and foreign mail, having noted it used on a circular to Canada
(a domestic treatment) on July 15, 1872. I rate this cancellation as scarce both on and off cover.

The covers in Figures 18 and 19 show foreign and domestic mail usages of the NYFM grill cancellation
" Weiss type TR-G29a on NYCM. The Figure 18 newspaper-rate cover to Norway bears at least two strikes of the
cancellation on a pair of 2 <ent Continental issues and has a red “PAID ALL” tying the stamps. The cancellation
strikes appear to
have been made
with the cancel-
lation  device
angled to the
right. Tracing 2
from the Weiss
baok'® shows a
cancellation
composed of 10
uneven  bars.
The Figure 19
domestic
NYCM cover, a
Great Atlantic
and Pacific Tea _
Company enve- f .- ,t' ) " )
lope, also has 7 ' 7 it
two  overlaid i (i l b o

strikes of the Figure 13. NYFM cancellation on circular to Italy, V-W Type A3 and Weiss Type ST-8P1 2. (Photo
cancellation. courtesy of W.R. Weiss, Jr.)

e Shicls vn Glesic

Figure 12. ‘Domestic NYCM with ringed shield cancellation.
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‘Tracing 3 was made from this cover. Note that it shows nine relatively even bars instead of 10. and these bars
appear thicker and more narrow. Given the incompleteness and overlay of the strikes, these differences in the
tracings are not significant. The Norway cover is dated May 7, 1875. The domestic cover contains a circular dated
May 1, 1875. Irate this grill cancellation as scarce to rare. It is but one of several grill-type cancellations used
on NYCM during this period, which I will discuss in future parts of this article.

- Part III
Newly Recorded NYFM Cancellations
on New York Circular Mail to Foreign Destinations

Figure 20 shows a wrapper to Westphalia
(Germany) bearing a previously unidentified
NYFM cancellation. The cancellation is a large
circle of eight irregularly cut wedges typing a 3-
cent National issue paying the newspaper rate to
Germany. A red “PAID ALL” also ties the stamp
to the wrapper. Figure 21 shows this cancellation
on domestic NYCM from a produce commission
merchant. The stamp is a 1-cent Continental issue.

| - 5 //z«;%,‘ A/%mw%

N oreivas Tracing 4 was made from the strike on this domes-
%A Ui tic circular. Neither cover has contents nor date

s -} : marking. I rate this cancellation as rare.
Figure 14. Domestic NYCM bearing NYFM cancellation Type A3/ST- The cover in Figure 22 bears a second

8P12. previously unidentified NYFM geometric cancella-

tion. This wrapper to Holland (Scott No. W77
plus a 3-cent Continental issue paying the 4-cent newspaper rate) bears a ringed cancellation with five wedges
attached at the center. (Another wrapper from the same correspondence bears one of two known NYFM examples
of A3/ST8P12) Traciay & was taken from this cover. It is likely that this cancellation is more truly a circle than
the tracing indicates, but the contents of the wrapper distorted the strike. The wrapper is back-stamped May 22,

1874. This is the only example of this cancellation that I have seen on or off cover and, therefore, must be
considered rare.

Foner. Ok

-.

N .,
< Np. —
8 ~
s I il J
BRI e z
[

[ g S

Figure 15. Circular to Switzerland bearing V-W Type G16/17 and Weiss type GE/EP3
geometric cancellation.
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While no known domestic NYCM bears this cancellation, Figure 23 shows a similar cancellation (Tracing 6) so
used. The five wedges in this ringed cancellation are broader and do not meet at the center. Based upon the
contents of this bankruptcy court notice, the cancellation was used sometime in March 1875, Again, this is the only
on-or off-cover example of this NYCM cancellation that I have recorded.

A third example of a previously unidentified NYFM geometric cancellation appears in Figure 24. This cover
to Natal, South Africa, bears two 2-cent National issues, each struck with an eight-segment pointed wedge
cancellation (see Tracing 7). This cancellation is similar to V-W Type A28 and Weiss Type TR-W8. (Indeed, this:
cover is reported in the Weiss cover census to have this cancellation.'”) Since the strikes of the cancellation are
neither clear nor complete, [ believe it possible that the wedges may lack points as shown. I have no date of use
for this cancellation, although the National issue stamps and simple cancellation style would indicate early 1870s.
[ have seen no other foreign or domestic NYCM examples of this cancellation and thus rate it rare. Note that this
cover bears the same post office box return address as on the Figure 16 cover.

The cover shown in figure 25 is the earliest NYCM to a foreign destination that I have so far discovered for
the Bank Note period. The circular, which bears a single 2-cent National issue, is dated June 29, 1870. The
cancellation has a simple crossroad design, a style that was very common for the period. What distinguishes this
cancellation 1s the oblique angle of its cross and the imbalanced sizes of its segments. I have seen no other
examples of this cancellation, neither foreign nor domestic.

The cancellation on the cover in Figure 26, like those in Figures 22, 24, and 25, has been recorded only on
NYCM to a foreign destination. This circular to Trinidad dated February 10, 1872, is canceled by a round grid
with wrregular diagonal-cuts. (The tracing appears in the lower left corner.) Weiss records this as an unclassified
NYFM Type UNC-7.

This is the last cancellation on NYCM to a foreign destination that I will discuss in the context of Parts II
and III of this article. NYCM foreign destinations at later dates, all bearing the 2-cent Continental vermilion issue
of 1875 (Scott No. 178), will be the subject of a future article. The next part of this series will continue a
discussion of the relationship of NYCM cancellations to identified NYFM cancellations. However, the discussion
will venture into the realm of educated speculation about several NYFM cancellations.

I'encourage all readers who have information on NYCM in the 1870s (tracings of cancellations, photocopies
of covers, dates of usage, foreign destinations) to contact the author at 612 Sycamore Lane, Wheeling, Illm01s
© 60090. I am most interested in verifying dates of use of NYCM cancellation. Contributions will be attributed.

P. O. BOX,
3638,
N. Y.

N A v Esqr,, \.Consulﬂdy

of the United States,

Figure 16. NYCM to Guadeloupe bearing NYFM cancellation Weiss Type TR-W7. (Photo courtesy of Eliot Landau)
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Tracing 1

If not cailed for in ten days, posunaster please retumn to J. MILIIAU'S SONS, 183 Broapwav,

Nes York. sole representatives for the LANOIX non-humanized VACCINE,

Figure 17 Domestic circular bearing the weiss TR-W?7 cancellation.

Figure 18 NYCM to Norway bearing Weiss Type TR-G29a NYFM bar cancellation. (Photo courtesy of W.R. Weiss, Jr.)
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Figure 19 Domestic NYCM bearing Weiss Type TR-G29a NYFM cancellation. Tracing 3
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Tracing 4

“.aCE B. g
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6" rasypya A
Commission erehant,
12 WHITEHALL STREET
. YEW oK

Figure 21 Domestic NYCM bearing same large wedge cancellation as Figure 20.

14




/ AL )

¢ VAN B S AT

Figure 22 Wrapper to Holland bearing a ringed cancellation with five wedges attached at the center, not
previously reported as on NYFM cancellation.
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Figure 23 Bankruptcy notice bearing a second NYCM ringed cancellation with Sfive
wedges attached at the center.

15




A/,
7 »

)

Tracing 7
P. O. BOX, o
36386,
N.Y.

Figure 25 Circular to England with NYCM crossroad design.
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Figure 26 Circular to Trinidad bearing NYFM cancellation Weiss Type UNC-7. (Photo courtesy of
W.R. Weiss, Jr.)
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A NEW NYFM CANCELLATION DISCOVERY
by John Valenti

[ sﬁspect that the publication of Bill Weiss's book The Foreign Mail Cancellations of New York City 1870-
1878 opened the eyes of many readers to the possibility of discovering something new in areas previously explored.
Weiss added a large number of cancellations to the list of those identified as used from New York City on mail to
foreign destinations. This fact has made me ever more alert to the opportunity to discover yet more such
cancellations. My hope has been to find ones that are distinctly different from the numerous grids and wedges that
make up the majority of identified NYFM cancellations. This article reports just such a discovery.

The illustrated cover bears two strikes of a previously unidentified NYFM cancellation (see tracing). The
cancellation is a small solid circle about 20-21 millimeters across. The circle contains a negative of what appears
to be a number “1.” The circle also has an imperfection to the left of the ““1,” appearing as a small, round chip out
of the edge.

The cover is a 3-cent pink-on-buff entire of the 1864-65 series (Scott No. U59) combined with a 3-cent
National issue paying the 6-cent North German Union direct mail rate to Schleswig-Holstein (Germany). The cover
has a blurred “New York Paid All Direct” circular date stamp struck in red. The month “JAN [uary]” is discernible,
but not the day. The cover bears a boxed “BREMEN FRANCO” receiving mark containing what appears to be
a February 8, 1873, date. The February 8 date confirms a late January mailing date from New York. However,
the last digit of the year date is blurred. Nevertheless, because of the style of the cancellation, I believe the 1873
vear date to be correct. The cancellation looks similar to ones classified by Weiss as Representative (RE)
cancellation types, several of which appeared around this time. One could also argue that the cancellation is related

St NEVY vORg LI

9

ol

(i—% 2 é {/ PP LS FEID.
, (Z-ﬁiy%}«/é

Cover to Schleswig-Holstein bearing previously unidentified NYFM cancellation.
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to Weiss Type TR-MI, the solid circle with an internal negative square. Indeed, for TR-M1 Weiss records dates
of use between February 28, 1873, and March 6, 1873, which closely match the estimated date of use for the new
cancellation. When I asked Weiss to examine the cover, he concurred with my initial assessment, giving the new
cancellation the classification RE-N9.

The previous two articles were printed with permission of the author, John Valenti.
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STAR(S) IN DIAL VARIETIES
bv AJ. Savakis

Part 1

The simple children’s Ivric of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” reminds us of our fascination with stars. F rom
very little, a special item is marked with a star for us. Postmarks are no different. Special items receive a star, or
In some cases more than one!

The following covers are special, even without stars in the dials.

/.'t" g \O. Q‘ %
] - - e’
T ) &

g = To - '\gc
CENTURY OF PROGRESS ‘¢

| EXPOSITION . ) :
DISPATCHED FROM FRIEDRICHSHAFEN

Figure 2. The 2 OCT 1837 Graf Zeppelin flight is marked with this cacheted cover. It also is the First Day for the release of
Scott US #C18. This event was obviously worthy of a philatelic star in the dial. Cover provided by Robert Patian. The
Brazilian backstamp is shown as an insert.

A5 A AS
¥.Assenheimer
Cudahy tiis,

LAKEHURSf

Figure 1. The 11 MAY 1936 Hindenberg First Flight is marked with this cacheted cover, and a special
dial with three stars in the dial. The German machine cancel backstamp is shown on the following page.
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NY NEW YORK 6 AUG 1925 with slogan
Intemnational Machine REGISTER/OR/INSURE
WITH HOLLOW STAR VALUABLE MAIL

Earliest star in dial, non-flag reported

7% ( ﬁ..«l

After 3 days, return to
F. W. ROTIISCUILD,
CO West 44th Street,
NEW YORK, N. Y.

& @ 7
OEey

NY NEW YORK 21 OCT 1927 with station
International Machine 24 OCT 1927 WEST 42rd ST. STA.
Star is misshaped

(The 21 OCT 1927 cancel is pictured in an article by Gene Funk, Machine Cancel Forum (June 1976), pages 121-
123 at page 123.) i

NY NEW YORK
International Machine 25 JUN 1932
26 AUG 1932
With —* in dial 40CT 1932
6-point star 7NOV 1932
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NY NEW YORK 1 25 NOV 1932
Star 15 relatively large
International Machine

PRISONER OF WAR POST

KRIEGSGEFANGENENPOST
SOMWICT DES PRESOmIRERS

BY AIR M:il il

PAR AVION

RANK AND NAMERlatoon.Sgt. Leland ¥sthew Andraws-376
ICAPTTAL LETTERS N UNITED STATES FRIGOMIR OF WAR.

FRISON:R OF WARNo. 378 =
(BEE NOTE ON AR} | - N
CA.?P NAME AND No, Hatan_Prisan

¢

23 g . 2 “Lf \
" i SUBSIDIARY CAMP No, __Mukden s
COUNTRY ___ Mancaguiyo

VIA NEW YORK, N. Y.

Us oo

NY NEW YORK 3 22 DEC 1932
Star is relatively large (Example is pictured by Gene Funk, supra.)
NY NEW YORK ) 4 JAN 1933
International Machine 9 JAN 1933
2 OCT 1933!
15 DEC 1936
24 7777 19442
Star is relatively 30 DEC 1948

Large in size on all examples 7MAR 1952
! This usage is for C18 First Day Covers, and the Graf Zeppelin flight to Brazil. See figure I in this article.

* This example was pictured in a January 9, 1988, article by Everett Erle, published in Stamp Collector, at pages 28-29. It is an

interesting cover, as it was addressed to an American POW in Machoukou. It is not clear if the cover received special attention because
it was a POW cover, or otherwise was designated for special service.
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with slogan
ADDRESS/YOUR MAIL/TO
STREET AND/NUMBER in
box with 7-bars

International Machine

NY NEW YORK 25 APR 1929

. BUILD YOUR FUTURE ¢

BUILD YDLE

F\—

WISELY. SAFELY VISELY EARR
ony sbyo- SAVINGS BONOS U.S. SAVIE —
Y A8N3Q OC62 i
) BUILD YOUR FUTURE f— BUILD YQ; i
00N MLAR M/WI!.SEﬁ(' SAFELY — WISES -
£ 2.5 SAHINGS BONDS = LU.S. Sl i
Pan-American Postal Union , : - - LA
NY NEW YORK 14 FEB 1955 (Pictured by Gene Funk, supra.)
International Machine 24 JUN 1955 with slogan
26 OCT 1955 BUILD YOUR FUTURE/WISELY, SAFELY
Star 1s relatively 8§ MAY 1957 U.S. SAVINGS BONDS
Large in all examples 18 AUG 1958 In box with 7-bars

_.;ML_UM CAo. :L...l,_:_
ABUTTS. BONTSIN
m:w SAIRES 12
S~ U L
1_:(_- [ 5
EEEA-N .
NY NEW YORK 23 DEC 1960 Used with slogan
International Machine SAVE THE EASY WAY

Star relatively large

BUY U.S. BONDS ON/
PAYROLL SAVINGS in box
With 7-short bars
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NY NEW YORK 31 AUG 1965
International Machine

star very small

Used with 7-straight bar cancle iy Al LIY) S

< PN
Latest star in dial reported = <

)
S
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Lo
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o,
SSTATS

PA PITTSBURG 26 DEC 1933
International Machine

6-pointed star, featured in an article by Gene Funk.

USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 1 OCT 1959 Used on ordinary airmail
Universal Machine

This example was pictured in a January 9, 1988, article by Everett Erle, published in Stamp Collector, at pages 28-29.

The author invites any correspondence on the subject and would appreciate any copies or star in dial varieties

to add to the list. Please send correspondence to A.J. Savakis, P.O. Box 609, Warren, OH 44482-0609, telephone:
(330) 372-4538.

This article is copyright 1996 by The Machine Cancel Society and A.J. Savakis, Warren, Ohio, and
is reproduced here for the personal use of the membership of the Empire State Postal History Society.
All rights reserved by The Machine Cancel Society and A.J. Savakis. No further publication or

republication rights are granted without the express written permission of both The Machine Cancel
Society and A.J. Savakis.
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ULSTER COUNTY CHRONICLES: ADDICTION IN FROST VALLEY?

By Maris Tirums

My Ulster County postal history collection includes just four covers canceled at a small
post office named Frost Valley. This post office began operations on January 4, 1884, and was
discontinued on January 15, 1914. At the time of discontinuation, postal services for the Frost
Valley patrons were provided by the post office at Branch, a post office which has also been
discontinued as of October 31, 1957.

Two of my four Frost Valley covers were mailed by the same individual and addressed
to the same place. These are illustrated as Figures I and 4. The handwriting on the envelopes
suggests that they were written by a marginally literate person with limited education. However,
it’s the enclosures which reinforce that conclusion, and which are the real story behind these
covers.

Both enclosures are orders for opium from the addressee, A. M. DuBois of Kingston.
Presumably DuBois was a pharmacist. His address on North Front Street in Kingston is in a
commercial district, and | wouldn’t be surprised to learn that the address was the location of a
drug store.




Figure 1 shows the first of the two covers while Figure 2 shows the enclosure. This
envelope was postmarked FROST VALLEY / AUG 19 1908 / N.Y. The stamp is canceled with

an indistinct target obliterator. The reverse side of the envelope bears a Kingston receiving
machine cancellation KINGSTON, / N.Y. / AUG 19 8-PM '08.

The enclosure shown in Figure 2 is most interesting. It reads as follows:

i Send yo 1

Dooler Send me
By return mail
1 Dooler warth
opium
Cass Satterlee
Frost Valley
Ulster Co

NY

FIGURE 2.

Inasmuch as the writing is replete with bad grammar and spelling, the message translated

into plain English is: "(I am) send(ing) you one dollar. Send me by return mail one dollar’s
worth (of) opium.”
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The second cover , shown in Figure 4, was mailed by the same person. Its enclosure,
shown in Figure 3, is a similar request, and reads as follows:

=

i Send yo

Some Stamps

Send it in

opium i decide(?)
.1 git the

other Cass

Be sur  Satterlee

Send Branch

to Ulster Co
n NY
hast
FIGURE 3.

This message is not as easily understood as the first one. I assume that the writer is
ordering opium in exchange for stamps she is sending to the pharmacist. Another translation
might be that the writer is sending stamps for the pharmacist to use to mail back the opium. The
writer is asking that the opium be sent quickly. The middle part of the message is somewhat
cryptic.

It is noted that the enclosure shown as Figure 3 indicates that the opium should be mailed
to Branch rather than to Frost Valley.

The postmark on the second cover is FROST VALLEY / JUN 3 1909 / N.Y. The printed
stamp on the postal stationery envelope was obliterated by the same target killer as used on the

earlier cover. This envelope also bears a handstamped Kingston receiving postmark, KINGSTON
/JUN 4 1130AM / N.Y.

We can only speculate about the background of these notes, about the personal
circumstances behind these orders for opium. In a current day context, they are interesting
because they deal with a subject with which our society is obsessed - addictive drugs.
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FIGURE 4.

While studying these covers, I located Frost Valley on a map to achieve a better
appreciation for their background.

These post offices were located in the Town of Denning which is in the far western
portion of the county. This area is within the Catskill Forest Preserve. Frost Valley is a very
small community located on the West Branch of the Neversink River. It is about 4% miles
northeast of the Sullivan County community of Claryville, and about 84 miles southwest of the
Ulster County community of Winnisook. The population of the entire Town of Denning in 1980
was only 474 people, and Frost Valley is just one remote corner of Denning. For people living
in this area during the first decade of the 20th century, the mail may have been the only
reasonably accessible link to places beyond the nearest peak.

I would be very grateful to any reader who has additional information about Frost Valley
or Branch, and who can send me copies of other covers or other data relevant to this story.
Perhaps others have more orders for opium from Cass Satterlee in their collections.
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SOME NEW YORK AND RELATED COVERS

New York
1709

“New York, August 8" 1709.” this is
the earliest recorded New York post-
mark.
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“London, May 9, 1766" This noted frank by Benjamin Franklin as Deputy Postmaster General has had differing
interpretations. Some attribute it to Franklin’s effort to avoid misuse of his signature; some consider it a political
statement. Two covers and one front are reported to be in private hands.
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Bristol Packet
1712
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“Philada Junn 10" 1712" The rate of “010” was 9d from Philadelphia to New York and 1d for delivery to the ship.
The packet ship Harley sailed June 30" and arrived at Bristol on July 28®, This letter reached London on July 30%
The rate “in all 1N4" includes one shilling for packet postage from New York to London and 4d for postage from
London to Liverpool. The NEW YORK handstamp is believed to have been applied by John Hamilton, the Packet
Agent in New York, and is the earliest recorded North American handstamp. ‘
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