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THE NEW YORK STATE DOANE PROJECT
By Maris Tirums

I refer to the on-going effort to
assemble as complete a list as possible of all
Doane cancelers used in New York State as
the "Doane Project." In mid 1993, I
volunteered to assume the role of "Doane
coordinator” for our state. Before that time,
Jack Haefeli had been the New York Doane
coordinator, and all of my work was added
to the body of information that Jack had
already compiled.

The Doane Project has made large
strides, to the point where I believe the
Empire State Postal History Society will be
asked later this year to undertake the
publication and distribution of a new
reference book on New York State postal
history, dealing with Doane cancellations.

Information for the Doane Project
has been supplied by many people, and I am
grateful to all of them for their interest, and
for their generosity in taking the time to
report data to me about their Doane
canceled covers. However, and I cannot
emphasize this too strongly, a great deal of
information is still unknown, and much of
the accumulated data can still be improved.
I urge everyone reading this to contribute to
the Doane Project by reporting the
following facts about any covers you have
with a Doane cancel:

® post office or town name

® Doane cancel type

® number within killer bars

® full date in cancel

@ unusual ink color, inverted date, or
other unique feature if such exists.

BACKGROUND

The U.S. Post Office Department
was aware that the clarity of the metal
handstamps used by many post offices to
cancel mail in the late 19th century and
early years of the 20th century was very
poor. Cancellations were often incomplete,
blurred, faint, and otherwise unreadable.
Cover collectors realize, I think, that this
was so as examples of sharp, clear
postmarks from this period are in the
minority.

After experimenting with newly
designed handstamps, the Post Office
Department began to supply a relatively
small number of fourth class post offices
with a rubber handstamp for canceling mail.
The handstamps were comprised of a
circular date stamp at the left and five
horizontal, parallel bars at right. The three
middle bars were broken to create a gap in
the center of the Kkiller bar portion of the
cancellation, and in this gap was placed a
number. This canceler later became known
as a Type 1 Doane canceler, or simply
Doane.

TYPE 1

The initial general distribution of
Type 1 Doane cancelers started in autumn of
1903. Newly established post offices
between August 28 and September 28, 1903
were supplied with this canceler. Also,
existing post offices which requested
replacements for their old cancelers during
this same short period were also supplied
with a Type 1 canceler.




The precise number of post offices
which received a Type 1 canceler is not
known. The Post Office Department
announced that some 500 offices were
supplied with them on an experimental
basis. It is also known that about 250 post
offices were established nationally during
the August 28 to September 28 period. As
for replacement cancelers, an estimated 850
offices requested new cancelers during
September 1903. Thus, the hypothetical
maximum number of offices across the
United States supplied with a Type 1
canceler is 1600.

TYPE 2

Type 2 Doanes replaced the Type 1
design. Type 2’s differed from their
predecessors in one key respect:

* instead of five bars in the killer bar
portion of the canceler, there were now four
sets of thin parallel bar giving the
appearance of four "hollow" bars.

Type 2 Doanes are slightly larger in
diameter than the Type 1’s, but this
difference is too small to be relied upon for
identification.

Type 2 Doane cancelers were
distributed to new post offices established
from September 29, 1903 into the summer
of 1905. As with the Type 1’s, the Type 2
were supplied to offices which requested
replacement cancelers during this period.

Type 2 Doanes were distributed for
about 22 months, and are the most common
of the three types finally used.

TYPE 3

Type 3 Doane cancelers were the last

of the three types used, and they were
supplied to new post offices established after
July 1, 1905 until the autumn of 1906. Type
3’s were also used as replacements for
existing offices as well as for newly
established post offices.

The Type 3 Doane cancellation is
recognizable by the following features:

® the four killer bars were solid rather
than being four sets of thin parallel bars -
the "hollow" appearance of the Type 2 killer
bars was thus changed;

® the Type 3 circular date stamp portion is
the largest of the three types, and measures
31 to 32 mm;

® Type 3 Doanes used only block lettering
whereas the earlier types sometimes used
Romanesque "serifed" lettering.

DOANE CENSUS

La Posta, journal of United States
postal history, has been instrumental in
promoting the collection and publication of
data on Doane cancellations. Richard W.
Helbock, editor of La Posta, published a
book entitled United States Doanes. A
Catalog of Doane Cancellations Used in
United States Post Offices, in 1993 which
provided lists by states of all known
Doanes, and useful introductory information
about these cancels.

Helbock’s book includes information
about the nationwide total number of
Doanes. The census figures are based on
some facts and some reasoned assumptions.
The estimated census numbers are as
follows:




TYPE 1 - distributed during approximately
one month to a total of 1600 new and
existing post offices;

TYPE 2 - distributed during approximately
22 months to a total of 17,500 new and
existing post offices; and

TYPE 3 - distributed during approximately
16 months to a total of 7500 new and
existing post offices.

Helbock estimates the national total
number of Doanes to be 30,000 within an
estimated 5-10 % of the actual number.

How many of these are New York
State Doanes? Helbock’s figures indicate
that almost 1200 New York Doanes exist.
The list that follows has a little over 700
listings. My intuitive belief, based on having
worked on the Doane Project during the last
18 months, is that the 1200 figure is high,
but inasmuch as more digging is needed, we
undoubtedly still have unreported post
offices which will expand the current list.

THE DOANE PROJECT INVITES YOU

This is a compilation of information
that virtually every E.S.P.H.S. member can
help with. Many of you have already been
very helpful with Doane data. I urge one
and all, who have not already done so, to
send me inventories of your Doane canceled
covers. I have already indicated the data that
every report should include.

What if part of the cancellation is
illegible? Report only the information that
you feel confident about being able to
determine, but report the cancellation
nevertheless.

What if the date of the cancellation
falls within the earliest and latest dates
already shown in the table? Report the
cover anyway! Because -

1. your report may confirm or challenge
an existing listing that may be based on only
a few previous reports; and

2. your report will be added to the
inventory being compiled which will be
useful in determining relative scarcity.

CAUTION

The Doane cancelers were eventually
replaced by standard four-bar cancelers at
many post offices. The four-bar cancels look
very much like Type 3 Doanes, except of
course, that they have no number within the
killer bars. It is not hard to confuse a Type
3 Doane with a four-bar cancel. If you
cannot detect the presence of a number
within the Killer bars, it most likely is not a
Doane, and you should not report it.

If the cancel has five killer bars, it is
most likely a Type 1 Doane. If the cancel
has four "hollow" killer bars, it is almost
definitely a Type 2 Doane. But if the cancel
has four solid killer bars and no discernible
number within the bars, it should be
regarded as a four-bar cancel rather than a
Doane.

SEND YOUR DATA TO ME

Maris Tirums
P.O. Box 5475
Albany, N.Y. 12205-0475
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NEW YORK STATE ROUTES FAM #1 AND CAM 20
by Martin Margulis

Experimental flights, carrying mail
were well under way by 1912. Some
carried a lot of mail, but for only short
distances. While, in theory, this showed
that air mail was practical, it took the much
improved technology brought about by
World War I to make what was possible an
actuality. :
- After the War surplus planes and
pilots existed in abundance. Those with the
right characteristics were put into use
carrying both mail and passengers. By 1924
we find the start of large airlines which are
still with us—American & United Airlines.

there was limited demand for the service.
This is especially true as the passenger rode
in an open cockpit.

In 1922 and for part of 1923
Aeromarine Airlines had a New York City
to Detroit special service. The planes,
which had interior seating for passengers
flew up the Hudson River Valley to
Montreal with a stop at Albany. From
Montreal it flew across (actually down the
middle) of the Great Lakes (Lakes Erie and
Ontario), to Buffalo to Detroit. It also
offered sight seeing flights over Lake Erje.
Unfortunately, the Airline had overexpanded
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The first flight to Albany from New
York City took place, with stops en route,
on May 29-30, 1910. It carried no mail.
Even after the war air speeds were slow,
about 100 miles per hour, and the average
speed including stops reduced this to 75
miles per hour. In as much as this was not
a great improvement over the Twentieth
Century Ltd. and not nearly as comfortable,

and ceased service in September 1923.

On December 17, 1927, Colonial
Western Airways Inc. began passenger, mail
and express service between Cleveland,
Ohio and Albany, New York via Erie,
Pennsylvania and Buffalo, Rochester, Syra-
cuse, Utica, and Schenectady, New York

using Pitcairn PA-5 and mostly Fairchild
FC-2 planes.
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York and Monireal. (Smithsonian Insiitution)

Mohawk Valley Cleveland—Albany route. (American Airlines)

The service at this time did not
include New York City. However, on
March 6, 1928, Canadian Colonial Airlines
was organized to provide service from
Montreal to New York City via Albany.
The service began on October 1, 1928, New
York City to Montreal. At first the return
service stopped at Albany. The New York
to Montreal service is designated as (FAM-
1) Foreign Air Mail Route Number 1. The
cross New York City and beyond service

was designated CAM 20. For the record
the pilots for the FAM-1 flights were Billy
Hughes, New York to Albany and Paul E.
Reeder, Montreal to Albany and back.

On April 11, 1932 service was begun
from Albany to New York City from
Montreal.

Even though flight service from
Cleveland to Albany started December 17 -
19, 1927, the inaugural service on CAM 20
began June 1, 1928. Most of the cities in

19




THIS LETTER
CARRIED BY AIRPLANE

FROM ALBANY
TO NEW YORK CITY

Albany, Ny

-

(Aibany 10" NY cacher - both sides) This service is not explained in AAMA catalogue Volume 1V, bui obviously 1aok place.

the service are represented by covers except
Syracuse. This is extremely embarrassing
and I apologize. The covers which exist in
the thousands are not difficult to obtain,
though not in Texas. They are inexpensive

as are all the others in the series, the ’rarest’
being Schenectady. Rome’s name was
added January 7, 1929 to be nice as it
shared an airport with Utica which was on
the original list.
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FOREIGN AIR MAIL ROUTE No. 1

Inaugural Service: NEW YORK-MONTREAL, CANADA
October 1, 1928
Inaugural Contractor: CANADIAN COLONIAL AIRWAYS
Present Carrier: Eastern Air Lines (AM Route No. 72-F

CAN4DA

MONTREAL
——1
d

BURLINGTON

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

When this route was inaugurated, Albany was the only intermediate point. At Montreal
connection was made with domestic Canadian service to the capital of Ottawa. At that time the

return flight terminated at Albany where mail was forwarded by train or domestic U.S. air
routes to destination.

FIRST FLIGHT

a0 maL SERVICE
MONTQEAL - ALBANY

PREMIERE DEPECHE AFRIENME

Type Flb

Cachets—New York and Albany, Type Fla; Montreal, Type Flb.

Pilots—Billy Huges between New York and Montreal and Montreal and Albany;
Paul E. Reeder, Albany to Montreal.

New York-Montreal, October 1-1, (magenta, black, combination) ( 180) 1.50
Albany-Montreal, October 1-1, (magenta, black, purple) ( 121) 1.50
Montreal-Albany, October 1-1, (green) (25,500) 1.50
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Robert C. Eriggs,

53 Tremont Street, :.
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Albany to Buffalo went onto Cleve- Of the two Utica covers, one went to
land which was the real terminus of the Albany- and the other to Buffalo. The
service. The cover from Schenectady did Rochester cover only went to Syracuse. The
terminate in Buffalo, though. Buffalo cover also went to Albany, how-
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ever, you can see all this for yourself. On
May 15, 1931, Route 20 was combined with
former Route 16 via Cleveland and contin-
ued on to Fort Worth, Texas. However, the
cachets did not include Cleveland only
Nashville, Tennessee to Fort Worth. On

§ S

P ISSTAGE

UNITED STATES B i-STA :
B SN
e .‘.

August 1, 1931 the route was extended from
Albany to New York City. That, however,
is another article. Like Topsy, CAM 20
Just grew and grew.

(If anyone wanted to sell Syracuse
covers, I would be glad to hear from you.)

.

E STOCK
BUFFALO N Y
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. S. Rogerson,
1840 Union Trust Bldg.,
Cleveland, — Ohio.
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Major C. M, Lopez
The Manlius School
Manlius

New York
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“VIA
AIR MAIL

American Air Mail Catalogue - Volume II, American Air Mail

Society, Cinnaminson,
N.J. 1977.

American Air Mail Catalogue - Volume IV, American Air Mail Society, Cinnaminson,
N.J. 1977,

R.E.G. Davies, Airlines of the United States Since 1914, Putnam, London 1972.
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