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Asove: Col. 1 of the July 7 issue of THE CABINET

Carried Jacob Thurston’s quarterly notice, A LIST : = W = /a/% \

OF LETTERS Remaining in the Post-Office at 2 .
Schenectady, June 30, 1819 as required by PL&R /,»M«/—’/MM F Lpree a{/ i

8§23, Act of 1810, continued from 1792. The list identifies
223 letters, many distant from Schenectady
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Ricur: A portion of the Account Current (Form 8) of the Schenectady post office for the April to June quarter, 1819.
It bears hand-written notations by PM Thurston justifying his calculation of 50% commissions at line 14 (see Pointing
Hands). Notice also the elegant hand that made entries on Form 8; clearly not Postmaster Thurston’s hand.

| strongly suspect there was a thriving industry for copyists in Schenectady and elsewhere.
Lads with a big, round, hand; a hand so free ...............
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James Van Slyck Ryley Term: May 1 1820 to April 5,1837

James V.S. Ryley was probably the most colorful Postmaster in Schenectady history. Born
October 1761, he was the son of a local smith (gun and black) whose client base included the
Mohawk people. James grew up fluent in English, Dutch and the Iroquois tongues. He served in
an Albany County militia (1778-9), fighting at the battle of Stone Arabia. He was appointed the
first county sheriff when Schenectady County was created in March 1809, serving 3 one-year
terms. In 1819 Ryley served as a translator to the Cass Commission that negotiated Articles of
Treaty with the Chippewa Nation at Saginaw, Michigan Territory, signed by some 48 chiefs.

On returning to Schenectady, he was appointed postmaster and served almost 17 years,
extending into the period of partisan political appointments. In 1832 he was also appointed a
judge in the county Court of Common Pleas. At the same time, he was an Elder of the Dutch
Reformed Church and was appointed in 1836 to the Standing Committee “On the State of
Religion” by the Reformed Church in America General Synod. Ryley died in 1848.

Letter used as cover art on
George Bernadt’s compila-
tion Postal Markings of New
York State 1792 - 1856.

February 29 [1828] Only known use of his franking privilege endorsed by PM Ryley.

Schenectady — Important Events:

» Steam Boats ply Hudson River between New York City and Albany/Troy; era of rapid transit begins.

» Benjamin Mumford arrives in 1817; opens charge account at the Schenectady post office.

- Erie Canal enters Schenectady in 1825; due to geography, Schenectady becomes its useful eastern end point.
A passenger & freight railroad, from Albany to Schenectady, begins operation in 1831 avoiding 20 canal locks.
- Immigration from Europe increases dramatically; Schenectady becomes the St. Joseph of its era.

« Peter Clute opens a foundry to work Iron ore found nearby, leading to industrialization before 1850.

66 year old PM Ryley wrote a letter, franked it, then dropped it off at the post office. His clerk added Free,
completed the postmark and included the letter in the Northern Mail bundle sent that day to Albany.
Wouldn’t this be a common approach to managing a decent-sized post office in the day?
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James V.S. Ryley Manuscript Markings Only

May 25 [1820]
/f/ - /é@

g 3 S

December 9 [1822]

ST e o

February 28 [1825]

These four hands appear in the first five years of PM Ryley’s tenure, the bottom piece postmarked January 29 [1825].

Do any of them appear to be that of the postmaster himself? Do they all seem different?
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James V. S. Ryley

Both Hand Stamps and Manuscripts
Large Double Circle (1824 to 1825)
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Jun 23 [1824]

M‘i

An early use of this short-lived town mark

January 11 [1825]

6 months later, one letter E fell out and was not replaced

Why did it take 4 years for PM Ryley to purchase a postmarking device?
Consider the possibility that his clerks pa

d for it, and shopped accordingly.

Excelsior! September 2013, Whole No. 21/New Series

23



James V. S. Ryley Both Hand Stamps and Manuscripts
Free Franks

December 23 [1824]

Q¢ LM;.:@{;—:.@&/ )
apt (0" ))?
e s B 3 .

April 10 [1826]

If not the postmaster, who created these works of art?
Do they come from any of the hands we’ve seen?
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James V. S. Ryley Manuscript Markings Only
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June 30 [1826] i /

July 31 [1826]

September 2 [1828] Last known manuscript town name postmark

What? Does all the mail from Schenectady go out Free?
Or is this the first evidence of a team Chess-by-Mail Tournament among post offices in New York State?
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James V. S. Ryley Hand Stamps and Manuscripts
Small Double Circle (1827 to 1835)

October 6 [1827] Earliest Known Use

March 25 [1828] By Hand, Paris to Le Havre; 6° Ship and 18% ¢ to Schenectady at New
York; 25° at Schenectady to forward to Petersburg, Ga. (How could | not sneak this one in?).

This locally fabricated town mark appears — and must have been — very sturdy, but it lacks
the mortise and key feature necessary to handle dates.

The clerks learned their lesson back in 1824.
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James V. S. Ryley

Hand Stamps and Manuscripts
Small Double Circle & Single Letter Rate Stamps

April 15 1830

First appearance of the heavily used 6 rate stamp.

The set of postal rate stamps purchased in the spring of 1830, 10 years into PM Ryley’s term, covered only the 5
distance bracket single rates of 1816 (as affirmed or modified in 1825), but did include a FREE and a PAID stamp.
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October 31 1833

Double rate of 37V2¢ applied in manuscript in the absence of a hand stamp.

PM Ryley changed to red ink and instructed his clerks to add year to the manual dating task after New Year 1830.
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James V. S. Ryley

John J. Yates

Hand Stamps Only
First POD-Supplied Circular Date Stamp (1835 to 1845)
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February 8 [1836]

A difference of opinion on rating the letter. New York wins......
..... and the letter is pretty fat!

S Ve

April 6 [1837] On this date, John J. Yates replaced James V S Ryley as Postmaster.

Little did the clerks know, but they weren’t going to see much of Mr. Yates, either,

and in

28

a couple of years

he was going to take their rate stamps away from them.
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COVER OF THE ISSUE
By: Glenn Estus

Thanks to Doubleday Postal History, | can show a previously unreported New York State
Postmaster cancel from the mid-1870s.

Fishers Landing is a post
office in Jefferson County on the
St. Lawrence River. Covers
from Fishers Landing at this
period must not be too
common. In Child’s Gazetteer
of Jefferson County, N.Y.
(1890), he writes: “FISHER’S
LANDING (p. 0.) is situated on
the south bank of St. Lawrence
River, six miles below Clayton,
and contains one hotel, one
general  store, a  grocery,
blacksmith shop, several boat
builders, a few summer cottages,
and about 150 inhabitants.”

The cancel on the cover was a little light as well as being in
blue, but thanks to retroReveal.org we are able to show the how
cancel looks. For those unfamiliar with retroReveal, it is a website
sponsored by the University of Utah. Although mainly for the use of
researchers working with old documents, it has found a use in the
' philatelic world by enabling us to enhance postal markings many
. times hidden by the dark colors of the stamps. At the current time
4§ the website use is free.

; According to Kay and Smith’s “New York Postal History:
. The Post Offices and First Postmaster from 1775 to 19807, George
S. Newton was the first postmaster when Fishers Landing was
% established on March 3, 1874. | was not sure how long Mr. Newton
- - continued as postmaster since the USPS’s website, Postmaster
Finder, only lists postmasters since October 1968. However, a little bit of searching found a webpage
which  has  appointment  dates  for  Jefferson = County  postmasters.  The  site,
http: www.jefferson.nygenweb.net/pmorle.htm, says that a new postmaster, Linus J. Pierce, took office on
January 11, 1881. Thus, | assume that Newton was postmaster from 1874-1881.

Interestingly, Fisher’s Landing has had no postmaster since May 2008. At the present time, there
is a notation on the Postmaster Finder site that Fishers Landing was “Converted to a Remotely Managed
Post Office under the direction of the postmaster of the Clayton Post Office on June 1, 2013.”

When I reported this new listing on an internet message board, one person replied “Nice: l00ks
like it may have been a self-inking ribbon handstamp, similar to those used as revenue cancels during and
after the Civil War and frequently seen used by railroad agents, but not very often in regular postal use.”


http://www.jefferson.nygenweb.net/pmorle.htm

